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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Arab Brain Drain Analyzed 
93LH0026A Jeddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 9 Aug 93 p 12 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Fattah Tal’at: “Can the Arab Brain 
Drain Abroad Be Stopped?”’} 


[Text] The Arab world is being subjected to a severe 
drain of its scientific brainpower to the advanced 
nations, either through the theft of their ideas and 
scientific research, or the export of those brains to the 
West’s factories and nuclear and technological installa- 
tions. At the same time that this accelerating drain 
continues withvut ceasing, we find ourselves faced with 
the Zionist entity that is doing all it can to attract new 
scientific capabilities through the collective emigration 
of Soviet and Eastern European Jews. The purpose is to 
continue the superiority of Zionist power over Arab 
power. Moreover, it is trying to persecute any Arab 
scientist who returns to offer his scientific expertise to 
his Arab nation. 


This month, the council of the Arab League’s Federation 
of Arab Scientific Research Centers (to which 16 coun- 
tries belong) announced the establishment of the first 
Arab patent office. Its announced goal is to protect the 
rights of Arab inventors from theft and to maintain their 
legal rights. In order to implement the necessary steps, a 
12-nation scientific committee was formed, composed of 
senior Arab scientists in various fields of scientific 
=— to arrange legal steps required to establish this 
office. 


How do Arab scientists in Saudi Arabia view the role of 
this office? Is it a step on the way to halting the Arab 
brain drain abroad? What are the real reasons behind 
their migration, and their importance to the country to 
which they migrated? This report will try to answer these 
and other questions. 


Facts and Figures 


At the outset, statistics say that the percentage of Arab 
scientists migrating to Western Europe and the United 
States is approximately 16 percent of total Arab capa- 
bility, and that 50 percent of the total number of Arab 
scientists and engineers holding doctorate degrees have 
in fact migrated. 


The numbers also reveal that in America alone, there are 
more than 500 atomic scientists who have obtained 
American citizenship. The data, which separates the 
fields of specialty of American professionals of Arab 
Origin, confirms that the percentages of technologists is 
16.4; natural scientists, 9.9 percent; specialists in the 
social sciences, 15.0 percent; and, medical doctors, 27.9 
percent. Among the chemical and biological specialties 
that have had the main impact on the American 
economy are nuclear chemistry, [microbiology], and 
genetic engineering. There are more than 15 Egyptian 
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scientists working at the Argonne National Institute, 
which is considered one of the most advanced scientific 
centers in America. 


At the same time, the data confirms that Israel has 
recruited the best types of migrants from the old Soviet 
Union, including 1,200 scientists, 10,000 engineers, 
3,800 doctors, 7,000 students, and 3,000 musicians and 
artists. UNESCO information confirms that the costs of 
training just one specialist like these would total 
$50,000. 


Why This Drain? 


From this presentation, it is possible to understand the 
size of the loss that the Arab nation is experiencing 
because of the draining away of its scientific brainpower 
and capabilities to the benefit of the advanced nations 
and Israel, which is trying to widen the technological gap 
between itself and the Arab nation. 


But, Why This Drain? 


Dr. *Ali Mufarrih Salih al-’Umari, assistant professor of 
industrial engineering in King Faysal Universi’ , replies 
that the reason for that—according to his sta.ment— 
goes back to the lack of political and economic stability 
in the Arab nation, which affects scientific movement. 
Sound planning is affected, or rather, our life stops in the 
middle of the road because of economic reasons. Accord- 
ingly, Arab scientists begin to be bored and feel no 
benefit from their science. They seek refuge in migration, 
mostly to the West and America where they are given 
every resource. An excellent scientific atmosphere and 
economic and political stability are available to them. 


During his studies for a doctorate in Britain, Dr. 
Mufarrih came up with new subject matter concerning 
the science of new materials from titanium and granite 
with specific mechanical specifications. The Johnson 
[Rawleigh] Company arranged for its manufacture. Dr. 
Mufarrih stresses that during his living with Arab emigre 
scientists, he noted that the idea of migrating might 
appear early among students who came from the Arab 
nation for higher studies. The students only just appear 
when the universities, companies, laboratories, and 
research centers begin serious attempts to lure and 
recruit them. Sometimes after graduation, the student 
himself begins to look for a place in which he can use his 
science, because of his prior sense of not being interested 
in scientific employment within the Arab nation, as well 
as because of lower wages that would limit his time for 
scientific research. Dr. Mufarrih enurnerated the reasons 
for migration and attributed them to the cource of the 
educational process in the Arab nation, the sole reliance 
on governmental subsidy, the paucity of budget alloca- 
tions for research, and the lack of being able to persuade 
companies in the Arab nation as to the importance of 
subsidizing scientific research. Moreover, there is an 
important factor that Dr. Mufarrih sees relative to Arab 
scientists themselves. It is the lack of confidence of some 
of them in others, their scattered, solitary efforts, and 
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their refusal to work collectively, with each in turn 
offering a part of the whole. This ultimately would 
produce a major work. 


Benefit and the Rare Specialty 


Dr. Ahmad Ibn Zafir al-Qarni, assistant professor in the 
Department of Mechanical Engineering in King Fahd 
University of Petroleum and Minerals, is a rare specialist 
in aviation and space engineering. He has participated in 
considerable research concerning the orbits of any flying 
body, including missiles. He agrees with Dr. Mufarrih’s 
views about the causes of Arab scientists’ migration, led 
by the unavailability of political and economic stability 
of many Arab countries. This is what affects, and is 
reflected in, the course of research activities. Dr. al- 
Qarni does not deny that perhaps there is an Arab 
scholar or inventor with an opportunity to register his 
invention, but—in his words—when there is, it clashes 
with the flights and fancies in Arab patent offices. This 
gives him a choice: either stop his research activity to 
find daily bread for himself and his family, or migrate 
abroad in order to satisfy his research ambitions. 


[’UKAZ] But, perhaps, most of this scientific research or 
inventions have no economic benefit? 


Dr. al-Qarni replies: ““Perhaps, but there is also some 
scientific research that the Arab governments or large 
national companies must not look to for economic 
benefit, but rather, for strategic benefit. For example, 
aviation and space engineering is a rare and important 
specialty that the Arab and Islamic world will need in the 
future to be collectively prepared to face up to Israel, 
whose expansionist goals are known to every Arab child. 
It has drawn its boundaries on the Knesset walls and had 
defined them from the Nile to the Euphrates. Israel now 
has, thanks to the West’s assistance, long-range missiles. 
This is public knowledge. This is besides the nuclear 
capability that it also has. 


“Accordingly, I call on the Arab nation to show concern 
for scientists and their rights, facilitate their opportuni- 
ties for creativity and production, especially in rare 
specialties in which the Western nations and Israel— 
specifically—do not want us to make progress.” 


Lack of Scientific Opportunity 


Dr. Ibrahim al-’Alim, professor of chemistry in the King 
Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, attributes 
the migration of Arab scientists abroad to the unavail- 
ability on the scientific research level of opportunities to 
do research in the fields they teach. In addition, there is 
a lack of governmental assistance in many Arab nations 
and a lack of understanding of the importance of local 
research and inventions on both the economic and 
strategic levels. 


Dr. al-’Alim also attributes the increase in rate of migra- 
tion of Arab scientists abroad to the lack of material 
incentive for the researcher to ensure an appropriate 
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standard of living for himself and his family. Accord- 
ingly, he disengages himself from his research job which, 
perhaps, would take a long time to achieve final results. 


Solution 


These are the reasons and motives for migration, but 
what is the solution? i. the idea of establishing an Arab 
patent office a step on the way? 


Dr. Mufarrih says: “The solution lies in the ci uses; in 
short: 


¢ Provide financial and moral support for Arab 
research and a suitable climate, without economic 
and political pressure. 

¢ Attempt to convince Arab emigre scientists to return 
to work in their own countries and grant them the 
right to free disposal over available resources. 

¢ Ensure the protection of their inventions and protect 
them as well from being tracked down by Zionists, 
who assassinated the Egyptian atomic scientist Yahya 
al-Mashad in France in 1980, and the Egyptian mis- 
sile scientist Sa’id Badir from Alexandria. 

¢ Encourage Arab countries to allocate a part of their 
budgets and profits for scientific research and devel- 
opment. 


Mufarrih believes that creating an Arab patent office is 
an excellent idea, provided that this office adopts the 
implementation of scientific inventions or technology or 
acts as intermediary to offer this to Arab companies for 
their implementation. It is not enough for the office 
merely to register the patent. It must not force the 
inventor or researcher to publicize his scientific product 
or sell it to foreign companies. In those two cases, his 
only road to implement his work would be outside the 
Arab nation and, therefore, squander the efforts and 
rights of Arab inventors and lose the credibility of that 
office. 


Step on the Way 


Dr. al-Qarni thinks the solution lies in the need for a 
strateeic look at Arab scientists by Arab governments, 
which should embrace and protect them economically. 
They should provide them with intellectual stability in 
the pursuit of their scientific research. There is also the 
need to create scientific unity by not subjecting Arab 
scientists to any economic or political development that 
might affect the course of the research process, especially 
strategic research. 


Concerning the idea of establishing an Arab patent 
office, Dr. al-Qarni says that it is an excellent idea on the 
right path. It would be ideal for the office to publish a 
periodic research magazine that would publicize scien- 
tific research and technology. It could be controlled by 
Arab scientists, as well as scientists from abroad, pro- 
vided that the office tries to gain the benefit on Arab 
territory. 
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Dr. al-’Alim also praises the idea of establishing this 
office. He thinks that this idea is a step on the path to 
scientific unity in the Arab nation, which it greatly lacks 
at the moment. 


Saudi Arabia and Scientific Development 


What about the kingdom’s role in concern for the 
research base? Are there problems that impede the Saudi 
researcher and inventor? 


Dr. Mufarrih says: ““The kingdom plays a laudable role 
in concern for the research base. The proof for that 
statement are the research centers in all Saudi universi- 
ties, in addition to the King *Abd-al-’Aziz City for 
Sciences and Technology, which gives a great deal of 
money for applied studies. Moreover, there are 
numerous laboratories in many of the ministries, 
advanced institutes, and technical colleges. 


Dr. Mufarrih believes that the kingdom’s political and 
economic stability is a major factor in support of the 
research process and creates appropriate circumstances 
for the Saudi researcher and inventor. Dr. Ibrahim 
al-’Alim points out that the kingdom is experiencing 
development that is unprecedented in many of the Arab 
nations, and differs from many of the Arab nations by its 
encouragement of research. One of its research strong- 
holds is King “Abd-al-’Aziz City, which was laid out on a 
north-south axis before the space flight of Prince Sultan 
Ibn Salman. Many scientific studies have been con- 
ducted there. 


ALGERIA 


Produce Prices Out of Reach for Consumers 


93AF0817A Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
10 Aug 93 p 3 


[Article by Youcef Rezzoug: “Price Violence”; first para- 
graph is ALGER REPUBLICAIN introduction] 


[Text] The price of fruits and vegetables is rising at a 
faster rate every day and in a spectacular and breath- 
taking manner! 


Running a household or taking a basket to do one’s 
shopping is becoming increasingly difficult. As soon as 
you approach a fruit and vegetaole merchant, you dis- 
cover that these days, there is very little produce selling 
for less than 20 dinars[DA] per kilogram. 


In Algiers, the Ferhat-Boussaad (formerly Meissonnier) 
Market has been closed for repairs for some time. The 
few fruit and vegetable merchants still displaying pro- 
duce in their shops along Meissonnier Street charge 
spectacular prices. Potatoes, which are a basic and essen- 
tial product for Aigerian families, are selling for from 
DAI5 to DAI6 per kilogram. Lettuce and tomatoes, 
which are important food items at this time of year, are 
selling for DA25 and DA1I0 per kilogram, respectively. 
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Fruit prices at out of reach in those shops. Since the start 
of summer, prices have undergone exorbitant and 
breathtaking increases leading one to think that for the 
average Algerian, dessert has become an unaffordable 
luxury. Not far away, at the Redha-Houhou Market, 
pears are priced at DA4O per kilogram, peaches range 
from DA40 to DASO per kilogram, and apples are 
available in two grades: first quality at DA70 per kilo- 
gram and second quality at DA30 per kilogram. Water- 
melons, which are at the height of their season and 
should logically be abundant in the markets, cannot be 
had for less than DA25 per kilogram. The same is true of 
the several varieties of grapes, the price of which ranges 
from DA40 to DA46 per kilogram. 


Not far away, at the edge of town. produce prices at the 
Rais-Hamidou Market are lower than those in the center 
of Algiers. Green beans are selling for DA30 per kilo- 
gram, lettuce is DA20, and tomatoes are DA8. Green 
peppers are offered at from DA25 to DA32 per kilogram. 
On the other hand, grapes of various varieties cost from 
DA20 to DA35 per kilogram. 


At the market in the town of Arbatache in the heart of 
Mitidja, even though the Khemis-El-Kechna wholesale 
market is nearby, the produce prices are from satisfac- 
tory to the region’s consumers: potatoes at DAI6 per 
kilogram, green peppers at DA30, and pears at DA38 per 
kilogram. The only exception occurred yesterday 
morning, when tomatoes were offered at from DA6 to 
DA8 per kilogram. 


At the central market in Blida southwest of Algiers, 
produce prices are more affordable than those in Algiers: 
potatoes are selling for between DAI4 and DAIS per 
kilogram, onions for DA16, tomatoes for DA8, and 
zucchini for DA22, while the price of green peppers 
ranges from DA25 to DA30 per kilogram. Grapes are 
priced at from DA30 to DA40 per kilogram. 


Faced with that situation and those devastating produce 
prices, the unfortunate citizen, left frustrated at those 
prices, asks himself this: how can one manage to please a 
sick person or one’s children by giving them one or two 
kilograms of apples or pears? 


That situation of inflation, which is threatening to con- 
tinue, is perplexing: is it due to laxness on the part of the 
authorities or is it because the rules are being imposed by 
the undisputed masters of the marketplace, the specula- 
tors? 


Shortage of Scientists in Nuclear Sector 
934 F0817B Algiers EL WATAN in French 29 Jul 93 
p2 


[Article: **Nuclear Sector: Threatened Shortage of Staff”) 


[Text] The OECD countries must prepare for the next 
generation of skilled personnel in their nuclear sector if 
they do not want to be faced with a shortage at the turn 
of the century, according to a report by the Nuclear 








Energy Agency (NEA). The slowdown in orders for new 
power plants, the expected acceleration in personnel 
retirements, and the nuclear industry’s poor image 
among students mean that the sector may be faced with 
a shortage of engineers and researchers. 


The report emphasizes that “a shortage of highly special- 
ized personnel could create serious problems in coun- 
tries wanting to preserve the technological potential 
necessary for operating, maintaining, and building 
nuclear power plants and the related facilities concerned 
with the fuel cycle.” The shutting down of numerous 
reactors that will have to be dismantled, the appearance 
of new reactors including the new generation of fast 
breeder reactors, and the problems with waste storage 
are all areas in which engineers and researchers will be 
needed, according to the report. 


The report estimates, however, that “the number of 
skilled personnel will remain stable or increase slightly 
until 2005.” 


EGYPT 


Sudan Uninvolved With Extremist Groups 


93LD0032D London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
12 Sep 93 p 6 


[Article by ‘Adil Disuqi: “Cairo Certain That Khartoum 
Is Not Involved in Supporting Radical Organizations”’] 


[Text] Cairo—Informed Egyptian sources have ascer- 
tained to AL-HAYAH that the revelation that some 
countries are involved in the latest violent incidents 
witnessed by Cairo has aroused the interest of Egyptian 
official and political circles because these incidents have 
escalated and have reached high-ranking officials. 
Accordingly, committees have been formed at the 
highest levels to expose the foreign hands that are behind 
these incidents. These committees have commenced 
their work and have made a number of conclusions, 
including: 


¢ No Arab regime is directly involved with religious 
organizations operating under its protection. 

¢ Egyptian official statements, especially by Interior 
Minister Major-General Hasan al-Alfi, underline this 
trend, which means that Sudan isn’t involved. 

¢ Intelligence information received by Cairo recently 
confirms that elements of the radical religious orga- 
nizations, led by the Islamic Jihad, the Victory Van- 
guards, and the Returnees from Afghanistan, have 
used Sudanese territories as training sites without the 
Sudanese authorities’ knowledge. These organizations 
have exploited the control of the political groups and 
blocs that move through the Islamic National Front 
over some provinces to establish so-called housing 
and training camps. 

¢ Some returnees from Afghanistan have confirmed in 
official interrogations by the public prosecution that 
these organizations’ leaders have fled from Sudan to 
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other African countries since serenity was restored to 
the Egyptian-Sudanese relations. 

e The USS. inclusion of Sudan in the list of terrorism- 
sponsoring states has come as a result of prior conduct 
only and not because of official involvement by the 
regime. What was attributed to Sudan may have been 
caused by the fact that some blocs, parties, and the 
Islamic Front perpetrated such acts without the 
regime’s knowledge. 

e Sudan seeks now to continue improving its relations 
with Egypt so the latter will intercede on its behalf 
with the Americans to prove Sudan’s good will and its 
noninvolvement in assisting, training, or hosting ter- 
rorists. 

e Since President Husni Mubarak met with ‘Umar 
al-Bashir, Sudan has permitted security delegations to 
visit Khartoum and hold talks in this connection, and 
especially to seek criminals and others convicted in 
civilian or military cases, to prove its good will. 


Egyptian sources assert that the technical committees 
working to find out the financing sources of the radical 
movements and to expose the foreign circles involved 
have reached a number of conclusions, the most signifi- 
cant of which is that the fingers of accusation are pointed 
at one foreign country: Iran. 


The sources add that Egypt obtained the information on 
Iranian involvement in the latest acts of violence 
through coordination with Arab and European countries 
and with the United States and that the Iranian scheme 
targets Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Lebanon, and Yemen. 


Reporis drafted by security experts and officials indicate 
that Iranian financing follows various indirect channels, 
including: 


¢ Iranian cultural centers that are found in a number of 
European countries. 

e the so-called International Funcamentalist Organiza- 
tion, which operates under the supervision of Iranian 
leaders and the Iranian Revolution Guard. 

e Iranian information centers, a number of information 
centers in Cyprus and Paris, and some publishing 
houses in Egypt. 

¢ a number of associations and groups in Arab, Asian, 
and European countries. 

e the diplomatic cover under which some Iranian intel- 
ligence men operate in some countries. 


The sources have asserted that Iranian involvement will 
be exposed imminently and that an international cam- 
paign will follow this exposure to clarify the dimensions 
of this involvement. The sources further added that the 
trial of Shaykh "Umar ’Abd-al-Rahman and of the other 
defendants involved in the World Trade Center explo- 
sion in New York “will expose the financing provided 
through some diplomatic figures or through cultural and 
information centers.” 
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Arrest of More Radical Islamists Reported 


93LD0032C London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
6 Sep 93 p 6 


[Article: “Cairo: Weapons and Pamphlets Seized; 110 
Members of Islamic Group Arrested; Quarrel Between 
Merchants Turns Into Clash; Clashes Renewed in Abu- 
Za’bal”’] 


[Text] Cairo, Asyut—Egyptian security forces launched 
several campaigns against radical strongholds in Cairo 
yesterday and arrested 110 persons, in whose possession 
the forces seized weapons and pamphlets urging the 
overthrow of the regime. 


Major General Fu’ad Husayn, the deputy director of 
Cairo security, has told AL-HAYAH that the campaigns 
“focused on the West Cairo areas, which include Qasr 
al-Nil, al-Azbakiyah, and ‘Abidin. A total of 85 radical 
members of the Islamic group were arrested. A quantity 
of weapons and pamphlets urging the overthrow of the 
regime were seized in their possession.” 


Maj. Gen. Husayn pointed out that Rawd al-Faraj 
market in North Cairo witnessed a security alert on 
Saturday night because of a quarrel between merchants, 
which turned into a clash in which firearms were used. 
Investigations have shown that merchant Ibrahim 
Qasim fired at Ashraf Imam *Umar, another merchant, 
but missed him and hit his brother, Akram Imam ’Umar, 
and Zakariya ‘Uthman, another merchant. Husayn 
asserted that security forces have arrested the perpe- 
trator. 


Al-Jizah also witnessed a security campaign against 
radical strongholds in Ambabah, al-Haram, Bulag, and 
Dakrur, where 25 members of the Islamic group were 
arrested. Fifteen pieces of weapons and important pam- 
phlets and organizational papers were seized in their 
possession. 


Abu-Za’bal 


Clashes broke up anew between the police and radicals 
detained in Abu- Za’bal Jail in al-Qalyubiyah Gover- 
norate. 


Maj. Gen. Nabil Siyam, director of the Prisons’ 
Authority, has told AL-HAYAH, “The security forces 
were about to begin a search in the cells housing radical 
prisoners to look for sharp implements and knives, 
which these prisou.ers used in the clashes that broke out 
last week. But the radicals confronted the police and 
hurled rocks at the police, broke windows and doors with 
steel rods, which forced the police to use tear gas to 
disperse and controlthe. A number of radicals were hurt 
in the clash but Siyam denied that there were injuries 
among the police. But al-Khanakah Hospital sources 
have said that three policemen were taken to the hos- 
pital. 


Investigations have shown that four radicals led the 
prisoners in the riots, which took place at the jail last 
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Friday evening. They have also shown that Muhammad 
"Ali Muhammad, Muhammad al-Sayyid Yusuf, ’Abd- 
al-Nabi Muhammad Ahmad, and al-Sawi Rashid Yunis 
demonstrated in the jail because they had been denied 
visitation rights. Some of them had been kept in solitary 
confinement. 


Maj. Gen. Taj Abu-al-Nasr, al-Qalyubiyah security 
director, told AL-HAYAH, “Smashed doors and win- 
dows in the jail have been repaired and the number of 
security men inside and outside the jail has been 
increased to stop bladed weapons from being slipped in 
to the detainees.” 


In Asyut, security men arrested 10 radicals suspected of 
involvement in the assassination of Samir Shafigq 
Mu’nis, a Christian, on Saturday evening. 


The Dayrut prosecution chief heard the statements of 
Hani Shafiq, the victim’s brother, who accused members 
of radical groups of perpetrating the crime. 


Aswan 


Security forces continued their combing operations in 
Aswan and arrested five radicals. Maj. Gen. Sami ’Abd- 
al-Jawad, the security director there, said that those 
arrested “‘are supporters of terrorists Rajab ‘Abd- 
al-Ra’uf Khalid and ’Abd-al-Nasir Hamid, the two men 
accused of planning the assassination of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Faruq Badari, the state security intelligence 
inspector in Aswan.” 


Interior Minister Maj. Gen. Hasan al-Alfi met with his 
ministry’s high-ranking officials two days ago and 
emphasized to them the importance of making the 
citizens feel that there are deterrent measures to protect 
society from outlaws. 


The minister announced that the authorities will rein- 
force confidential guard on streets, in squares, and 
around important installations. 


In addition, the Cairo Higher Military Court will resume 
its sessions this morning to try members of the first 
group of the Victory Vanguards [Tala’i’ al-Fath] organi- 
zation, numbering 55 defendants, including seven 
escaped defendants. 


The military prosecution has charged these members 
with “joining a group formed in violation of the law with 
the purpose of criminal agreement to replace the system 
of government by force and to use terrorism as a means 
to accomplish their goals.” They have also been charged 
with “committing a number of premeditated murders, 
initiating murder, and possessing unlicensed weapons 
and explosives.” 
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IRAQ 


Bayan Jabr of SAIRI on Need To Topple Saddam 
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[Article by Bayan Jabr: “Who Was Wrong in Iraq?”’] 


[Text] The answer to this question is long, but it can be 
answered quickly and briefly. This is an answer to a 
question relating to the history of the Iraqi problem, 
prior to the 2d of August 1990, date of the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. The problem was caught within the pincers of 
silence abroad and terrorism at home. On the foreign 
front, all the world countries maintained silence over the 
Iraqi question. Saddam Husayn’s regime was fully spon- 
sored by international forces, in fact by all the world 
countries, with the exception of Syria and Iran. This 
sponsoring took several forms and shapes—security, 
intelligence, economy, and military. The depots ot many 
countries were constantly open to provide support for 
the Iraqi military machine. This is despite the obvious 
criminal character of this regime and of the serious 
human rights violations in Iraq. In the meantime the 
[Iraqi] opposition was knocking at the doors of interna- 
tional institutions in Geneva and other places in order to 
acquaint them with the atrocities being committed in 
Iraq. These doors were shut in their faces, and the 
Opposition was not allowed to say anything about the 
reality of the ruling regime in Iraq. But after the second 
of August, when the world woke up to the disaster the 
Iraqi tyrant committed, there was some response to the 
opposition. Contacts and meetings took place, and lim- 
ited media and political support was gained. But the 
Opposition was unable to obtain real material support 
from any world country, despite security violations and 
acts of terrorism committed by Saddam Husayn and the 
slaughtering of the Iraqi people, especially since the 
people raised their voice in protest in the uprising they 
staged. Instead of these countries’ supporting the 
uprising while it was still nascent, the international 
powers contributed to crushing it by supporting Saddam 
Husayn and lifting the ban imposed on some of his forces 
in certain areas, and providing these forces with food- 
stuffs. 


The Iraqi opposition, just like any other opposition, is 
disparate but not disjointed. It has reached a consensus 
on unity formulas, but the international situation did not 
develop toward supporting it. 


First, it must be said that the regime has resorted to 
various means to kindle internecine fighting; it allied 
itself with certain political factions at the expense of 
other factions. Recently it tried to win publicity for its 
policies on the national level, especially after its exist- 
ence became endangered. It is known that the Iraqi 
people, despite the diversity of their beliefs and nation- 
alities, never before in its social and political history 
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experienced any form of internecine, sectarian, or ideo- 
logical conflict, whether involving minor incidents that 
are of social character, or any of political character. 


As for the state of Saddam Husayn, it is dictatorial and 
capricious: it is not a state of law. When the law no 
longer exists, the state disappears and chaos rules. 


We, as an opposition, have sought and are still seeking to 
end this state of affairs in Iraq. The basis and lines, on 
which the state of institutions is to be built and which the 
Iraqi peopie should establish through the ballot box, 
have been incorporated in the opposition’s action pro- 
gram, first issued by joint action committee and later by 
the Iraqi National Conference. The Iraqi opposition that 
believes in the need to establish the state of law and 
institutions has, as we have already said, confirmed this 
belief in its action program. The opposition believes that 
the establishment of an interim government after the fall 
of Saddam will transfer the task of founding the state to 
the people, who through elections will determine the 
form of institutions and regime it wants. It will no doubt 
be a multilateral system based on freedom, because the 
Iraqi people who suffered a great deal will n-: accept 
replacing Saddam Husayn’s dictatorship with another 
dictatorship. 


We believe that Saddam Husayn’s remaining in power is 
a threat both to Iraq and to the countries of the region. 
Therefore, we ask for help from the world countries in 
order to bring down the regime as soon as possible. In 
order to remain in power this regime is working to create 
social conflicts and even to partition Iraq. It has in fact 
recently taken certain steps that spell great fear and risks, 
particularly with regard to the dinar crisis and the 
exchange of spare parts. If the situation remains as it is, 
it will not serve countries of the area or the world or the 
Iraqi people. Therefore, the ideal way to deal with this 
situation is to support the Iraqi people in order to speed 
up overthrowing the present regime, particularly since 
we believe that the present situation in Iraq will reach an 
explosive point within the next few months. 


Saddam's injustice and terrorism have affected all the 
Iraqi people. His brother Kurds have suffered for long. 
The shi’ahs have suffered from this regime's crimes like 
nobody else in today’s world have. We believe that 
solving the Kurdish problem, despite its unique char- 
acter, and solving other problems will be achieved by the 
state of the constitution and the people’s decision 
regarding the future of relations within the new regime. 


Relations with the world countries will be determined in 
light of the attitude of these countries and its sufferings. 
The Iraqi people are passing through critical times, 
characterized by terrorism, starvation, fear, and kill- 
ing—ugly crimes the authorities are committing. The 
regime of genocide is waging fierce battles in the marshes 
area. Meanwhile, we can perceive no real political pres- 
sure being brought on the regime in order to stop the 
systematic campaign of genocide against the rebels and 
the unarmed people. The type of relations with any party 
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is determined by the stand this party adopts toward the 
Iraqi people in their difficult times. 


Chalabi on Human Rights, International 
Intervention 


93LA0162A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 10, 
1] Aug 93 


{Article in two installments by Hasan al-Chalabi, pro- 
fessor of international law, head of Constitution Com- 
mittee of Iraqi National Congress: “The Right of 
Humanitarian Intervention and the Kuwait Invasion’’] 


[10 Aug p 17] 
[Text] 


Tension Between Conditions of Sovereignty, 
Requirements of Freedom 


It will soon be the fourth anniversary of the Kuwait 
invasion, something that is causing Iraqis, people of the 
region, and other interested parties to recall scenes, 
battles, and stormy repercussions that quaked the region 
and violently shook the world. 


There is no controversy about the opportunities that this 
momentous event provides for learning about despotic 
government and the policies, dangers, and woes it can 
inflict on people if they misunderstand its nature and 
miscalculate its consequences and how to confront it; 
neither is there any argument about the many lessons 
and admonitions that can be drawn from the rest of these 
fields. 


These lessons and admonitions are many and provoking. 
Some deal with Iraq and its future; some touch on Arab 
solidarity and its requirements; some concern the inter- 
national community, its positions, and mechanisms of 
Operation; and some apply to military and security 
strategies. 


However, the most serious of these repercussions, the 
ones most deserving of contemplation and reflection, 
and the ones that should most provoke backing and 
promotion are those that relate to human rights and the 
important innovation these repercussions have caused in 
destroying the barriers based on the proposition of 
internal sovereignty, with its implied rights and powers 
that prevented the international community from pro- 
tecting human rights. 


Sovereignty came to be an authority limited to and 
rooted in states in affairs concerning them. It was 
superior to every authority, unitary, absolute, and unlim- 
ited It was based on mutually reinforcing and interre- 
lated historical and political factors stretching from the 
European renaissance of the late 1 5th century to the time 
of the great political and constitutional revolutions in 
Britain, France, and North America in the late 18th 
century. 
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In order to attain the internal independence of states, 
conflict raged between kings and feudal lords. With 
Europe divided between great feudal holdings and bour- 
geois cities, the unity of the state was fragile and weak. 
The king’s authority extended no farther than the bor- 
ders of his possessions. In order that his authority might 
reach the borders of his kingdom and encompass its 
entire area, the political jurisprudence of the day said 
that the king was the epitome of every sovereign person 
and that all sovereignty must be referred to him. 


This principle took root and became stronger as a 
consequence of the rising importance of the authority of 
the monarchy and its domination of feudalism in 
Europe. Finally, monarchy was transformed from a 
feudal authority into absolute royal authority. Thus 
arose for the state in the modern age the internal aspect 
of its sovereignty, which came to mean the state’s ability 
to exercise its authority through whatever laws, policies, 
and measures it desired with regard to its subjects and 
the regions it dominated. 


Realizing the external aspect of sovereignty required 
embarking on another conflict: this time against both the 
German Empire and the Church. In order to reach the 
stage of external sovereignty, the kingdoms of Europe 
had to do away with the Empire’s claim to hold supreme 
authority that embraced all Christian states and applied 
to all kings. Independence came to be considered a fact 
derived from the nature of these kingdoms and princi- 
palities, for European jurisprudence announced at that 
time that kings derive their authority only from God and 
from themselves. 


The struggle with the Church began to bear its fruits first 
with doubts raised about the pope’s temporal authority, 
then with proclamation of equality between it and the 
state. Then voices were raised saying that kings were 
independent of the pope’s authority. The state’s inde- 
pendence from the Church thereupon became an accom- 
plished fact. Thus the external meaning of sovereignty 
was added to its internal meaning. Sovereignty came to 
mean the exclusion of interference by any foreign 
authority in the management of the state’s external 
affairs. 


Thus the state’s sovereignty alone came to possess the 
power to determine and decide matters. The law did not 
restrict it, because it flowed from it and derived its 
special authority from it. Thus the meaning of sover- 
eignty and the structure of its components came about in 
such a way as to remove from the path of its movement 
all obstacles and restrictions that could limit or obstruct 
it. 


Starting from these fundamental premises about its 
meaning, sovereignty soon turned into absolute 
authority iu the hands of despotic rulers. With it they 
ruled autocratically and unjustly; with it they tyrannized 
and oppressed; with it they invaded and enslaved. It 
turned into a fortress in which they protected themselves 
from their crimes and sins inside and outside their 
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communities. This led the subjugated classes and com- 
munities and leading thinkers to search the world of 
politics and law for principles and means to confront this 
situation. 


The theories of natural law and the social contract arose, 
and by virtue of these theories the principle of the 
sovereignty of parliament replaced the sovereignty of the 
king in Britain. The principles of the political compact, 
limited government, and separation between the execu- 
tive, legislative, and judicial authorities replaced the 
sovereignty of the crown in the states of North America. 
The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, 
the principle of the sovereignty of the nation, and 
separation of powers replaced absolute divine rule in 
France after the great revolution of 1789. 


Because these principles and provisions were adopted in 
the constitutions of Europe and America in those days, 
the first concept in modern times arose of what would 
later be known as the rights of man. This was the concept 
of civil rights (droits civils) or public rights (droits pub- 
lics). This concept meant the existence of a series of 
political, civil, and social rights that rulers must respect 
and heed as part of the nation’s conscience and public 
consciousness Thus these rights became a restriction 
and limit to absolute sovereignty. 


Scarcely had these rights and these restrictions on abso- 
lute sovereignty arisen in constitutional life and light 
dawned than the Napoleonic wars came at the beginning 
of the 19th century, with the reverses they brought to the 
principles of the revolution in the wake of the Congress 
of Vienna in 1815. There was a return to regimes of 
absolute, dictatorial rule. Once again theories deifying 
and sanctifyin, the state and absolute sovereignty rose to 
the sumrait of political and constitutional thinking in 
Europe under Hegel and his likes. This enabled a 
renewed emergence of authoritarian and dictatorial rule, 
such as Bismarck’s rule in Germany after the country’s 
unification late in the last century. 


If these setbacks and reverses indicate anything, they 
indicate that the efforts of separate peoples cannot serve 
to prevent tyronny and the crushing of human rights by 
rulers who stubtornly adhere to the inherited character- 
istics and properties of :‘bsolute sovereignty. 


Despite the dignity, universality, and abstraction of the 
French Revolution’s Declaration of the Rights of Man 
and the Citizen, a declaration whose language had great 
prestige in the international areua and whose echoes 
resounded throughout the inhabited world, respect and 
protection for human rights remained in need of a joint 
international effort. 


Indeed, the First World War brought Wilson’s Fourteen 
Points affirming freedom and self-determination and 
caused expanded acknowledgment in modern constitu- 
tions of the rights and freedoms of individuals. Indeed, 
many unofficial attempts appeared in the international 
field between the two world wars on behalf of these rights 
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and freedoms, but the joint effort between nations made 
way only during the last world war and in its wake. 


One sign of this is the fact that the League of Nations 
Covenant, as high-minded as it was, did not concern 
itself with the question of human rights and how to 
guarantee them. It concerned itself with the question of 
absolute sovereignty, recalling to mind its characteristics 
and properties that spur injustice and despotism. Section 
15, Paragraph 8, of the Covenant prohibited the Council 
of the League from intervening in everything deemed 
connected with a state’s immune jurisdiction—in other 
words, its absolute sovereignty. 


What happened in the Second World War was the 
opposite of this. Scorched by its flames, states needed 
each other's efforts to repel its disasters. This induced 
the West's senior leaders to work for the cause of human 
rights and guaranteeing respect for them on the founda- 
tions of a new system. 


In January 1941, President Roosevelt announced his 
Four Freedoms Program: freedom of thought and 
speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want, and 
freedom from fear. On 14 August of the same year, the 
Atlantic Declaration issued by Roosevelt and Churchill 
mentioned liberation from fear and need. In January of 
the following year, the United Nations Declaration 
issued in Moscow expressing the will of 26 nations that 
pledged to continue fighting the Axis, stated that total 
victory was necessary in order to defend life, freedom, 
independence, and religious freedom, just as it was 
necessary to protect human righis and justice. 


The San Francisco conference that gave the world the 
United Nations and its charter met in the spring of 1945. 
Concern for human rights was evident in a way that it 
had not been in any previous international conference or 
body. The focus was on respecting, guaranteeing, and 
maintaining these rights—so much so that they came to 
be among the fundamental principles on which the new 
international organization was based. 


The preamble of the organization's charter stated: “We, 
the peoples of the United Nations, pledge ourselves to 
reaffirm anew our faith in the basic rights of man, the 
dignity and value of the individual, and the equal rights 
of men and women and of great and small nations.” 
Paragraph three of the first section of the charter imple- 
mented international cooperation to strengthen and 
encourage respect for human rights and the basic free- 
doms of all people unconditionally, without distinction 
of sex, language, or religion and without discriminating 
between men and women. 


[11 Aug p 17] 
[Text] 


Iraq Precedent; Attempts in Bosnia, Somalia 


Not content with mandating respect for human rights 
and guaranteeing their observance, the United Nations, 
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after the preceding events, iaid down rules that enjoined 
action to achieve progress in the field of this respect and 
observance, as mentioned in sections 13, 55, 62, 68, and 
76 of the charter. Thus, not respecting and violating 
human rights became a matter transcending and 
restricting state sovereignty. Human rights became a 
juty incumbent on rulers, on pain of endangering inter- 
national peace. 


From a desire to promote respect for human rights and 
to restrict state sovereignty through respect for and 
observance of human rights, the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations furmed a committee that 
it named “The Committee on Human Rights.” Its mis- 
sion was defined as consisting of three goals: 


First, to draft an international convention proclaiming 
basic human rights and freedoms; second, to draft an 
international agreement to implement these rights and 
freedoms; and third, to draw up means of implementa- 
tion and measures necessary to be taken when these 
rights are violated. 


The committee continued its work for nearly two years 
in Lake Success and Geneva to present its proposal for a 
World Declaration of Human Rights to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations at its third session held 
in Paris in 1948. The General Assembly approved the 
declaration that year on 10 December, which came to be 
international human rights day. 


Efforts afterward continued to bring about what the 
General Assembly had called for at this session: supple- 
menting this declaration with a charter specifying the 
legal obligations that states undertake in order to imple- 
ment and respect human rights. This charter would be 
the practical implementation of the rights and freedoms 
that the declaration contained in the form of principles 
and goals for states to adhere to. 


Eighteen years after the International Declaration of 
Human Rights was issued, the United Nations in 1966 
issued the Covenant of Civil and Political Human Rights 
and the Covenant of Econom’:, Social, and Cultural 
Human Rights. These legal documents formed a com- 
plete fundamental structure of basic human rights and 
freedoms set forth in 114 sections, 30 of which were 
contained in the International Declaration of Human 
Rights, 53 in the Covenant of Civil and Political Human 
Rights, and 31 in the Covenant of Economic, Social, and 
Cultural Human Rights. 


If one reads the sections of these documents, one sees 
how they were drafted to apply inclusively to every 
person, regardless of affiliations, and to include all basic 
rights and freedoms, both those relating to respect for a 
person’s life, safety, and dignity and those relating to 
equality and nondiscrimination between human beings. 
They also included the social, economic, cultural, civil, 
and political rights that enable members of the people 
and the nation to participate in public and political life 
and to determine their destiny by direct general election. 
They contained a promise by the United Nations to 
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provide the necessary guarantees that all these rights 
would be respected and implemented. 


Here we should explain that governments’ obligations to 
respect and carry out these rights are of two kinds: on the 
one hand, there are obligations incumbent on these 
parties to refrain from interfering with the life, safety, 
freedom, and dignity of people, which gives these com- 
mitments a negative nature. On the other hand, there are 
obligations that include taking positions and doing cer- 
tain things to ensure rights, such as providing social ard 
health guarantees and providing honest, just courts, 
which give these commitments a positive nature. 


To further promote the human rights that the United 
Nations brought to the world with its aforementioned 
humanitarian document, the Tehran conference on 
human rights was held 20 years after the issuance of the 
international declaration of these rights to strengthen 
respect and protection for them. During the decade of 
the seventies, the human rights movement made new 
strides toward consolidating and strengthening respect 
for them when such respect was stipulated as an inde- 
pendent principle in the final document of the Helsinki 
conference on European security and cooperation held 
in July-August 1975. 


With the collapse of the Soviet Union and the commu- 
nist regimes in Europe, the guaranteeing of human rights 
saw further strengthening and promotion when the Paris 
conference of November 1990 adopted new mechanisms 
to monitor human rights violations, icluding the cre- 
ation of a special European office to supervise the 
legitimacy of elections and the definition of the charac- 
teristics of a pluralistic democratic system that respects 
individual rights. 


The Berlin conference of June 1991 affirmed the right of 
United Nations member states to intervene to stop 
violations of human rights and international law. It 
affirmed the need to draft a plan to prevent the occur- 
rence of armed conflict within states. 


It thus becomes clear how the principles of human rights 
and the restrictions that these rights impose on state 
sovereignty and government authority became funda- 
mental principles and imperative rules (jus cogens) 
under the United Nations Charter and the basic docu- 
ments on human rights. Suspending or violating these 
rights was thus no longer the private affair of the state, 
with the international community forbidden to inter- 
vene because of the pretext of sovereignty. 


However much progress has been achieved on the level 
of texts and principles, it remains without positive 
results on the level of reality and quite remote from 
practical implementation; for states still can prevent the 
international community from intervening to fulfill its 
obligations to protect human rights. Conflict thus 
remains possible on the practical level between human 
rights and state sovereignty, with its implied rights and 
powers. 
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The founders of the United Nations in San Francisco in 
1945 were aware of this. Some wanted to affirm the 
concept of state sovereignty in the form contained in 
traditiona! international law and the League of Nations 
Charter. The state’s absolute independence in its affairs 
thus would remain a bulwark or wall by which rulers 
could protect themselves against any accounting or pun- 
ishment for their violations of the rights of the members 
of their people or other peoples. A majority of the 
members of the conference opposed this and amended 
Section 2, Paragraph 7, of the charter, which concerned 
internal authority, so that on the one hand it guaranteed 
the independence of states, but on the other hand 
allowed the Security Council to intervene in a state’s 
affairs if the state’s conduct involved a threat to inter- 
national peace. This was the first wedge effectively 
driven into the walls of sovereignty. 


Although these new international rules made it possible 
to broaden the powers of the United Nations at the 
expense of state sovereignty to protect human rights 
from repression and violations, during the Cold War the 
international organization remained afraid to intervene 
to impose this protection. If it intervened, it did so 
timidly and minimally, as it did in Spain regarding the 
human rights violations of the Franco regime, in South 
Africa, in the Soviet Union, and in Romania, Hungary, 
and Bulgaria. 


Only in the wake of the Gulf War and in confronting the 
savage repression that the Iraqi people suffered at the 
hands of Saddam and his regime after the end of the 
valiant uprising against his rule in spring 1991 was the 
United Nations destined to abandon its timidity about 
intervening to protect human rights and effectively using 
its powers under Section 2, Paragraph 7. 


The Security Council moved to condemn this repression 
and give humanitarian aid. In Resolution 688 of April 
1991, it called on Saddam’s regime to guarantee human 
rights, especially political ones, in order to realize secu- 
rity, peace, and freedom for his people. For this purpose, 
security zones were established in the north and south of 
the country. Also, the “Ready Hammer” forces, based in 
southern Turkey, were formed. 


With Iraq as a precedent, the United Nations intervened 
in fall 1991 to confront another monster that had 
emerged from Serb and Croat ranks to kill, rape, destroy, 
burn, loot, and ravage the Muslims of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, violating and crushing the most scred 
human rights. The Security Council was led to pass a 
number of resolutions and measures, beginning with 
Resolution 713 of 25 April 1991, followed by Resolution 
764 of 13 July 1992, Resolution 771 of 13 August 1992, 
Resolution 780 of 6 October 1992, and Resolution 808 
of 22 February 1993. 


If one examines the series of steps and measures con- 
tained in these resolutions, one notes the Council’s 
desire to proceed gradually in dealing with those respon- 
sible for these grisly violations of human rights and 
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humanitarian laws. At first it approved intervention for 
humanitarian purposes in what was considered to be 
within the purview of Yugoslavian internal sovereignty, 
paying no attention to the fact that this sovereignty had 
previously been deemed an obstacle to such interven- 
tion. Then it ordered the parties involved to obey the 
dictates of international humanitarian law. Finally, it 
took new steps and measures unprecedented in similar 
cases. Resolution 808 provided for the creation of an 
international tribunal to try war criminals and violators 
of international humanitarian laws in what had been 
known as Yugoslavia. It called on the secretary general to 
draft a basic ordinance for this tribunal, defining the 
punishments it might impose on such criminals and 
officials and setting the procedures for forming the court 
to try them and carry out the sentences. The secretary 
general did this two months after the resolution was 
passed, and the Security Council approved in Resolution 
827 of 25 May 1993. 


On 3 December of last year, the right of international 
humanitarian intervention at the expense of state 
internal sovereignty recorded steps and achievements 
unprecedented in any place or conflict that the interna- 
tional organization had ever looked into. This was in 
Somalia in what was named “Operation Restore Hope,” 
which was based on Resolution 794. 


After demanding that all parties, movements, and groups 
in Somalia immediately cease hostilities and observe a 
cease-fire throughout the country, the resolution, acting 
under sections 7 and 10 of the seventh section of the 
charter, approved the creation of a military force oper- 
ating under its command to reinforce food distribution 
operations and achieve peace and a political settlement 
in Somalia. 


Because order, law, and authority had collapsed, the 
United Nations was forced to set up a direct government 
in the country to administer various public utilities and 
departments and carry out a variety of responsibilities. 
The United Nations commanders were led to issue 
orders to pursue General Aidid and arrest him as a war 
criminal. Thus we clearly see how the functions of the 
international organization as it implements its right to 
intervene for humanitarian purposes have developed 
from simple condemnation and censure to establishing 
and administering a direct government for people. 


Those who seek peace and freedom for nations can only 
record with satisfaction and appreciation the strides the 
United Nations has made on behalf of respect for human 
rights and rescuing them from oppression and suppres- 
sion. Having made respect for these rights part of inter- 
national principles for the first time, the United Nations 
has been able to raise them to the level of imperative 
principles and rules that render violation of these rights 
a violation of international peace. 


Having been content during the days of the Cold War 
with simple condemnation, censure, and moral pressure, 
as we have mentioned, the United Nations after the end 
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of the Cold War moved toward direct physical pressure 
on the parties responsible for violations of human rights. 
It did so through military, security, economic, political, 
and judicial measures taken for this purpose, as can be 
seen from the precedents of Iraq, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
and Somalia. 


Despite this progress, the course of the United Nations 
in saving human rights and achieving respect for them 
has been the object of much criticism and censure. We 
need only mention its yielding to a double standard and 
its not giving these rights their deserved priority and 
urgency. 


Although guaranteeing respect for human rights can 
provide salutary treatment for many crises that threaten 
the peace and security of peoples, we see these rights—in 
the case of Iraq for example—mentioned in only one of 
the dozens of resolutions issued by the Security Council. 
We see attention focused on eliminating weapons of 
mass destruction, arms monitoring, reparations, pris- 
oners of war, and similar matters, which, despite their 
importance, remain branches from one root, which is the 
regime of Saddam, and results of one unchanging cause, 
which is that this regime continues to stifle the breath of 
the people of Iraq and hold a knife to their necks. 


How can there be peace, security, respect for neighbors, 
Or justice in the region if the people of Iraq are not 
released from the bonds of Saddam and unless his evil 
grip is removed from his army, so that the people of Iraq 
can enjoy their basic rights to freedom, sustenance, 
security, progress, and stability? Only then will the world 
and our brothers in Kuwait and elsewhere see a return of 
the prisoners and respect for borders, sovereignty, and 
other rights. 


Salih Dukalah of Democratic Grouping on 
Dictatorship 


93AE0550A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 27 Jul p 19 


[Article by Salah Dukalah, secretary of the Iraqi Demo- 
cratic Grouping: “Dictatorship is the Principal Cause of 
Tragedy”) 


[Text] The actual causes of the tragedy Iraq is living 
under Saddam Husayn’s rule are mainly due to the 
dictatorial leanings of the 1968 coup, the coup that 
foreign sources and intelligence had a lot to do with. 


From the first days the coup makers took power, their 
policies hostile to democracy and to human rights 
became apparent, despite their attempts to conceal their 
real objectives. 


The Iraqi political parties and forces too are responsible 
for the present situation. 


The ruling Ba’th Party in Iraq was weak when it first 
assumed power, but it resorted to clever and crafty 
tactics that enabled it to strengthen its position gradu- 
ally. 
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At the same time it was working to neutralize certain 
political forces, directing its repressive power against 
other political forces. In fact it was inciting the political 
forces against one another. 


The Iraqi nationalist movement and the democratic 
forces in particular should have put as the first objective 
of their struggle the task to establish a democratic regime 
that would put an end to the period of emergency rule 
and establish a parliamentary regime in the country. 
This should have been done by legislating a permanent 
democratic constitution that would ensure, among other 
things, the separation of the executive authority and the 
legislative authority, establish the independence of the 
judiciary authorities, and provide for the rights and 
freedoms of groups and individuals. 


The Progressive Domestic and National Front, of which 
the Communist Party was a member, together with the 
ruling [Ba’th] party, played a role in consecrating and 
strengthening the monopoly of power by the regime’s 
ruling party and, on the other hand, weakening the other 
nationalist forces. 


This also applies to the previous alliances between the 
Kurds and the regime, when the other nationalist and 
democratic forces were ignored. 


The state in Iraq, like in many Third World countries, is 
used by the ruler, or the faction, or the ruling party as a 
means to dominate the government, oppress the people, 
and silence the voice of opposition. 


Here lies Iraq’s tragedy; most, if not all, the powers are in 
the hands of an autocratic ruler. 


Even the decisions of the so-called ““Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council”—which is an unelected and an uncon- 
stitutional authority and which is an executive and 
legislative authority and even judicial to a certain 
extent—are issued by Saddam Husayn. 


Often members of this Command hear about those 
decisions from the media. 


In light of the changing world situation, Iraq’s image 
must change. 


Iraq is one of the world’s most prominent abominable 
examples of bloody political despotism. It is still main- 
taining its old form of government, with all that it entails 
in absolute autocratic rule over the destiny of individ- 
uals, groups, and economic and social forces. It employs 
all its human and material resources in order to giorify a 
tyrant who is mad with primitive power and violence. 


Therefore, removing Saddam Husayn’s dictatorial rule 
has become a national, popular, and civilization task. 


The alternative to dictatorship the people desire is not 
holding a one-time public referendum regarding the 
nature of the rule they want. It means a mechanism to 
exercise power. 
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Also, the people do not give their confidence once and 
for all to any political power whatever it may be. Rather 
they give it for a specific period of time according to a 
specific political program. Success in implementing the 
program guarantees giving or withholding confidence in 
the parties and their representatives. 


Political democracy assumes the freedom of alternating 
in power on the basis of the voters’ will. 


As for the forces that proclaim their intention to estab- 
lish types of government that are contrary to this prin- 
ciple, they basically intend to destroy the democratic 
regime and create difficulties in the face of restoring it. 


The perpetuation of dictatorship will expose the country 
to dangers more than it did ever before. 


Dividing Iraq into what they call safe zones in the north 
and the south practically fragments the country’s polit- 
ical and geographical integrity; it causes a deep rift that 
undermines the unity of the Iraqi people. 


Had it not been for Saddam Husayn’s clinging to power 
and to his policies of discriminating between Iraqis on a 
sectarian and a national basis—policies that have been 
condemned—division of the Iraqi people and the 
country would not have happened. 


Also, Saddam Husayn’s clinging to power and his adven- 
turist policy give the United States the excuse to interfere 
in Iraqi affairs in order to impose its political, economic, 
and security domination on the country in a manner 
violating national sovereignty and independence. 


The Iraqi Nationalist Movement, with both its Iraqi and 
Kurdish wings, has proved that the greater the Iraqi 
people’s gain of democratic freedoms and constitutional 
life, the greater will be the influence on the Kurdish Iraqi 
people’s struggle, and they will be able to achieve their 
national rights. 


Therefore, the Iraqi nationalist movement, including the 
Kurdish parties, early on realized this situation and, 
consequently, shaped one of their central slogans in a 
manner that dialectically and firmly links democracy 
and the Kurdish people’s national rights. 


The slogan is “Democracy for Iraq and genuine 
autonomy for Kurdistan.” 


Since the early days, the Iraqi Democratic Grouping 
adopted the right to self-determination for the Kurdish 
people, since the brothers in the Kurdish movement 
have ruled out the separation formula with their own 
free will and are voluntarily united with the Arab people 
in Iraq. 


As for the slogans that say to the contrary and those that 
spread confusion and ambiguity, political wisdom as 
well as the Arab and Kurdish people’s interest call for 
avoiding them as much as possible. 
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The end of the cold war has produced several results— 
the first aspect of which was positive—leading to drastic 
changes that brought about a complete change in the 
world picture. What used to be known as the “‘socialist 
system” has been removed at a fantastic speed that no 
one imagined, not even the most optimistic among the 
enemies of socialism. 


This total collapse has once again proved the failure of 
totalitarian regimes that change the role of the masses 
and prevent their participation in the country’s public 
life. 


This aspect helps the masses struggle in our country and 
in similar countries and encourages their initiatives to 
get rid of those regimes. 


But on the other hand, those changes created an inter- 
national imbalance, giving the United States a free hand 
in deciding the peoples’ fate and imposing its will and 
political and economic hegemony that makes the real- 
ization of the peoples’ aspirations even more difficult 
than ever. 


But the aspirations of peoples and nations to establish a 
world order that achieves justice and respects the rights 
of man and of the people are eventually bound to be 
realized. 


The establishment of balanced relations with the neigh- 
boring countries and the Western countries following the 
downfall of the Iraqi regime is one of the most important 
tasks that the subsequent regime will have to undertake 
in order to end Iraq’s isolation at the regional and 
international levels. 


The future Iraq is in a far greater need to base its 
economic and cultural relations with all countries, par- 
ticularly the Western countries, on justice and common 
interests. 


Ahmad al-Habbubi of National Grouping on 
Opposition 


93AE0547A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 27 Jul 93 
p19 


[Article by Ahmad al-Habbubi: “Regional Interests 
Impede Opposition’’] 


[Text] As everyone knows, the authority of 17 July 1968 
came about through a well considered and thought out 
plan, drawn up by many local and international forces, 
out of fear that feeble Iraq, the Iraq of "Abd-al-Rahman 
’Arif, would fall into the clutches of Nasirist Arabist 
elements. Therefore, those forces made a significant 
effort, resulting in the coup d’etat of 17 July. Within 
these organizations was the Ba’th Party, one of the 
planning parties which, as soon as the dust settled, 
overthrew the other parties and took power alone. It 
began to strengthen its power bases through terrorism, 
which it considered the easy way to keep itself in power. 
It did not lack means, but used them to strike at those it 
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considered to be enemies within all the forces and 
trends—Islamic, Arabist, and democratic. The regime 
succeeded in fragmenting and smashing these forces 
inside Iraq. 


All of us know the terrorist methods used to achieve that, 
compelling many of these forces to transfer their activi- 
ties outside of Iraq and creating the opposition in exile. 
The activities of the opposition in exile required a 
certain climate and special methods so as to continue 
and be effective. These were not always available, espe- 
cially during the Iraq-Iran War which lasted eight years. 
During this period, the Iraqi opposition found itself in a 
suffocating and difficult climate that did not help it carry 
Out its duties, especially since many forces and nations 
were supporting Saddam in his war against Iran. Conse- 
quently, the opposition had no opportunity for serious 
efforts against the Baghdad regime. However. after the 
invasion of Kuwait, the picture changed; now, those 
forces and nations needed the opposition’s efforts and 
activities to stand against Saddam. This encouraged 
many opposition factions to tilt to this side or that. 
These groups that embraced the opposition have their 
own special interests and agendas, which were reflected 
in the opposition’s work. This large number of organiza- 
tions and formations, which not always manifested a 
healthy front, had united its agendas and goals to bring 
down the regime and establish a democratic alternative. 
However, their means differed, which uniformly 
impeded the opposition’s unity and work. 


Attempts were made to get everyone on the same track, 
but to no avail. The regime, for its part, worked to 
establish just such an unhealthy atmosphere as this 
within opposition ra.iks, through the use of certain 
lackeys and hirelings here and there. Despite that, cer- 
tain opposition factions continued their determined and 
serious efforts, aimed at unifying their direction to 
achieve the Iraqi people’s aspirations, i.e., to get rid of 
the despotic regime and establish the democratic alter- 
native. 


There is no doubt that the people of Iraq welcomed the 
14 July 1958 Revolution, thinking that it would open 
most welcome room for a pleasant life and would estab- 
lish a truly democratic regime, which they had called for 
and dreamt of achieving for a long time. It would 
establish a true party life with free elections and a 
national government that would protect their interests 
and raise their standards, especially the poor ciasses 
represented by workers and farmers, and would guar- 
antee their rights. 


However, what did occur after the 14 July Revolution 
was the establishment of a government far removed from 
the climate of democracy. It was one-man rule, fed by 
narrow partisan greed. It did not raise the standards to 
which the Iraqi people aspired. The national forces that 
helped to bring about the revolution slipped into bloody 
Clashes, resulting in oppressive damage to issues of the 
people and nation. Consequently, matters went from one 
coup to another, until the current iniquitous government 
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resulted, which dealt a death blow to the remaining 
hopes of the Iraqi people. All of this happened in the 
absence of anything called law or human freedom. On 
the contrary, the word of the absolute ruler was the only 
law and duty. 


The overthrow of this illegal regime is expected, because 
its retention is against the laws of nature. The ideal 
regime that is honest and responsive to the people’s 
aspirations is one based on free will, represented by the 
establishment of a truly democratic life, under the aegis 
of party life and a free climate, in which exchange of 
power is done in accordance with ballot boxes, and one 
party or quarter is not in power unilaterally on any 
pretext or justification. What the opposition proposes in 
terms of the sovereignty of the democratic system is good 
and ensures the welfare of Iraq’s future. Everyone 
believes in this, since everyone has been burned by the 
fire of dictatorship and one-man rule. 


The continuation of such a government is, therefore, 
virtually impossible, because its mere existence is out of 
kilter with the laws of nature. It contains the seeds of its 
own destruction. I cannot compute the time it will take 
to complete this task, no matter how the regime tries or 
what methods it uses to remain in power. However, time 
has nearly run out. The economic crisis alone is not what 
will cause its downfall; rather, the disintegration has 
crept into the regime’s every aspect. 


The absence of democracy has cost the people of Iraq a 
great deal; the Kurdish brethren are among those who 
have suffered greatly by its absence. The most repulsive 
types of oppression, murder, and annihilation have been 
practiced against them, either by looting operations or by 
what occurred in Halabjah and elsewhere. 


The aspirations of the Kurdish brothers will, ultimately, 
be resolved under the aegis of a democratic regime for 
Iraq and by free, Iraqi popular will, so that the Arab- 
Kurdish brotherhood will continue as reality. It will truly 
exist, not merely as a slogan to be played with by this 
regime or that. Establishing democracy, a partisan life, 
freedoms, and a free press, all of this will guarantee the 
attainment of the Iraqi people’s hopes, both Arab and 
Kurd. 


The world of the two opposing superpowers has ended, 
and we have a new world with only one pole. Because of 
that, many things have changed and rights lost. Interna- 
tional balances used to be taken into account by any 
clash affecting the two superpowers but, now, the United 
States is the sole power; it is the one to resolve interna- 
tional affairs by whatever concept it deems advisable, in 
accordance with its special interests. 


We Arabs have many pending matters that have not yet 
been decided. We should pursue a new policy that is 
different from the past, in accordance with the new 
world circumstances. Since interests are the fundamental 
driving force of all events, and since the Arabs have 
many important resources (oil, strategic location, etc.), 
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that the world—led by America—needs, we must cer- 
tainly improve our use of this “weapon.” This will 
facilitate our creating a sound way to resolve our prob- 
lems with the world and to obtain our rights, especially 
since the world’s policy is, first and last, subject to 
interests, not to morality. 


Watban Holds Public Meeting for Citizens’s 
Complaints 


93LA0188A Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
2 Aug 93 p 4 


[Article by Na’im Husayn] 


[Text] Those attending the impending seminar with the 
Minister of Interior in the elegant hall of the Ministry of 
Interior were somewhat awed by the media hoopla, the 
lighting, and the cameras. The atmosphere was so 
charged that one with a problem to discuss would forget 
what he wanted to say to the minister. 


But a few moments later this atmosphere was dispelled 
and the lighting glare faded as Watban Ibrahim al-Hasan 
launched into a brotherly address. He said: We must 
meet with our people in these difficult times that have 
been brought about by the unjust blockade. We meet in 
order to listen to their complaints, learn about their 
hardships, and do with whatever we can do with within 
our jurisdictions and the state resources. We help them 
as much as we can and acquaint them with our condi- 
tions that are no secret to you, so that we and the people 
will always, regardless of the conditions and enemies, 
stand as one so that the Iraqi people will remain healthy 
and strong and will emerge even stronger from this 
adversity and with less sacrifices. 


Speaking candidly, he stressed that we have set an 
example by concerning ourselves with the people’s prob- 
lems and resolving them, an example that has been set by 
President leader Saddam Husayn, may God protect him. 
And in order to have open channels to the people, the 
public opinion division in the Ministry of Interior has 
been following up the people’s concerns in order to deal 
with them. The Ministry of Interior’s doors are open to 
every citizen who feels he has been wronged. We are 
committed to redressing injustice felt by the citizen and 
dealing with the party that is the cause of injustice, 
should such injustice be proven. We should look for 
injustice even in the remotest part of Iraq and find ways 
and devise means that enable lifting injustice felt by a 
wronged citizen. 


The Minister of Interior stressed that henceforth no case 
will remain pending against an unknown person. The 
case shall remain open and investigation of it shall 
continue until justice is done and the culprit is dealt 
with. From now on no person will be seen knocking at 
the Ministry of Interior’s door while his case is before the 
judiciary because the judiciary is supreme in Saddam 
Husayn’s Iraq. When a person feels that an injustice has 
been committed against him the doors are open to him, 
with leader Saddam Husayn’s door being the first. 
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After the minister concluded his valuable opening 
speech, he invited the citizens to submit their com- 
plaints. He asked them that their complaints should be 
confined to three categories: 


First, the problem should be within the Ministry of 
Interior’s jurisdictions. 


Second, it should be accurate, objective, truthful and free 
of harmful criticism. 


Third, time should be taken into account; problems 
should be submitted as briefly as possible so as to give 
others the chance to submit their problems. 


Various and complex problems were discussed, 
involving far and near people. But the minister will not 
take a decision on them before listening to the other 
party. Those complaints that were within his jurisdic- 
tions and there was no other party involved, the minister 
would take an immediate decision to the satisfaction of 
those concerned. 


Among those who had a complaint was a citizen called 
Isra’, whose husband divorced her and refuses to pay her 
alimony despite a court ruling that he is obliged to pay 
her alimony. The minister ordered that the man be 
obliged to pay what he owes, and if he fails measures will 
be taken to help her and her children to overcome life 
difficulties. 


Another citizen bought a car from a government auction 
and twice paid the annual fees, but in the third year he 
was told that the chassis number has been tampered with 
and the car has been impounded. The minister ordered 
that the car be returned to him while the investigation as 
to who is to blame will continue. 


A distinguished looking man got up to speak. He had no 
personal complaint, he said. He came to represent the 
people and the poor areas in Ninawa who are deprived of 
public services. The minister’s response was immediate. 
He ordered that the question of providing services be 
looked into within the current campaign in the city; that 
lighting for the poor areas be provided; and that part of 
President leader Saddam Husayn’s grant be given to 
neighborhoods in Mosul. 


Another citizen complained that his brother was arrested 
but he doesn’t know his whereabouts and where he is 
being detained. The minister’s immediate answer was 
clear. He said: We have issued instructions to all the 
police directorates that arresting an individual and 
investigating him should be done in the presence of a 
mukhtar [village chief] or the People’s Assembly [as 
published]. The suspect should be allowed to inform his 
family about his arrest by telephone or through another 
person. His right to inform his people of his whereabouts 
is guaranteed. 


In another open discussion, the preacher of a holy 
mausoleum made a speech. He applauded the minister’s 
decision to prohibit drinking in public places, public 
parks, and on river banks. He hailed this step, which he 
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said was consistent with the traditions of our Islamic 
religion. This is a relief for the families that wish to relax 
in public parks. It protects them against harassment by 
brash youths who drink alcohol in places where citizens 
relax. He also praised the ministry’s order to ban 
opening the bars on Friday before 1800 out of respect for 
our Islamic traditions. 


Another citizen complained that his house has been 
burgiarized by his brother-in-law who knew that his 
sister possesses a certain amount of money and some 
gold. The burglar was accompanied by a group of per- 
verts. The minister ordered that investigation of the case 
should go an ad hoc commi‘tee to estimate the value of 
the stolen stuff and to determine its destination. 


The minister rose for an old man from al-Tarimiyah who 
complained to the minister bitterly and painfully. He 
said his five children, carrying arms, forced him to cede 
to them the garden and the chicken yard, to the exclusion 
of the rest of their siblings from a second wife. On 
another day they again stormed the house, killing their 
two little brothers and wounding a third. They did so 
because they wanted to force him cede the rest of the 
property to them. The minister comforted the old man. 
He also ordered that the sons who perpetrated this act be 
arrested, and that investigation should be carried out in 
order to determine who failed in his duty at the police 
directorate concerned. 


The minister was tolerant and patient in listening to the 
complainants, although some of those spoke at length 
unnecessarily. His decisions were correct and aimed at 
dealing with existing deficiencies. Despite the com- 
plexity of the problems and their individualistic nature 
that were brought up by the citizens, some of these 
needed knowing the views of the other party in the 
complaint. But some citizens tried by various means to 
obtain an immediate decision in their favor, forgetting 
that justice calls for hearing the views of all the parties 
concerned so tliat justice will prevail. This was what the 
Minister of Interior did. He referred most of the dis- 
puted cases t» investigation committees, giving them 
sufficient time to submit reports to his excellency out of 
his belief that such meetings are channels for the citizens 
to seek justice. 


ISRAEL 


Netanyahu on 1947 Borders, Right of Return 


93AA0157A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 15 Sep 93 pp 11 


{Commentary by Binyamin Netanyahu] 
[Text] JEWISH PEOPLE, OPEN YOUR EYES! 


Did Yitzhak Rabin’s hand tremble for at least a moment, 
before he shook the hand of Yasir ‘Arafat? Did he 
completely grasp the significance of his deed? It is ..ard 
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to believe that if he had truly understood its significance, 
he would have acted as he did. 


For the moral crisis Rabin has created for the Jewish 
people through his agreement with ‘Arafat is no less 
critical than the political or historical crisis. The thought 
that someone who stands at the head of the sovereign 
Jewish state—which arose after so many generations of 
humiliation and contempt—is trying to ensure our wel- 
fare through an agreement with the chief of murderers, 
one of the lowest individuals humanity has ever known, 
whose entire life has been dedicated to killing Jews— 
leads one to serious doubts about the nature of the 
agreement. And no less shocking is the pitiful shameful 
spectacle of the foreign minister of the Jewish state 
running all over the world to get money to help that 
master murderer protect us from other murderers. 


Was it for this that the Jewish people founded its 
sovereign state and its magnificent army? If this is the 
expression of the new Jewish spirit that the founders of 
Zionism dreamed of, woe to that spirit, and woe to the 
memory of those founders. 


And the picture we find before our eyes becomes a 
thousand times darker, when we examine the contents of 
the agreement with the PLO, and what awaits us as a 
result of it. 


The first, and inevitable, result will be the creation of a 
Palestinian state along the 1967 lines. Whoever reads the 
agreement will be able to see this clearly at first glance, 
with no difficulty. “Any reasonable person understands 
that these (creation of a Palestinian state) will be the 
inevitable results of the Oslo agreement,” Avraham Tal 
sums up in his article in HA’ARETZ on 10 September 
1993 (by someone whom no one accuses of any connec- 
tion to rightist circles). 


And indeed, who does not understand this simple fact? 
The best commentators of the international press are 
relating to this as something obvious, which there is no 
reason even to discuss, and this is the starting point from 
which they continue their commentary. Giving the PLO 
authority over the entire territory of Judea, Samaria, and 
Gaza within nine months (with the exception of the 
islands of the Jewish settlements and the IDF [Israel 
Defense Forces] outposts), giving the Palestinians 
authority to make decisions on land and water use, 
putting responsibility for internal security into the hands 
of the PLO’s army of terrorists, giving legislative 
authority to the Palestinian council, recognizing the 
‘mutual legitimate and political” rights of the Palestin- 
ians and the State of Israel, and citing Resolutions 242 
and 338 that deal, of course, with agreements between 
states—all these are liable to lead, and will actually lead, 
to the establishment of that state. 


A reading of the documents makes clear that not only the 
PLO side intended for the agreement to lead to this 
result, but the Israeli side did, as well. A thousand 
speeches by Rabin and a thousand denials by Peres will 
not succeed in whitewashing this simple truth; no claims 
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or arguments our side may bring (if they are bring any at 
all), at the stage of the final settlement, will be able to 
prevent its creation. 


The Palestinian demand to recognize the “‘autonomous” 
regions as a State will receive the entire world’s support 
in the most natural way. “You gave up the territory, 
Jewish people,” they will say to us. “Do not come now 
and tell the other nation, which did not give it up, what 
kind of sovereignty they are to have, and what they 
should call it. 


“And what next? Will ‘Arafat and his friends just sit with 
their arms folded after they have founded their state on 
the mountainside and along the strip of coast in Gaza? 


Only a fool—or someone who waves aside completely 
political aspirations of the Palestinians, the strength of 
their desire, and the power of their determination— 
would believe an explanation like that. "Arafat himself, 
in the interview with HA’OLAM HAZE did not deny at 
all that his fina! aspiration is one state that will include 
the Israel of the 1948 armistice lines. It was for the sake 
of this that the PLO was created (it was founded before 
Judea, Samaria, and Gaza were in our hands,) and all the 
actions of the PLO state, when it arises, will be directed 
towards achieving that goal. 


The aspiration of the Palestinians to someday get back 
all of their “plundered” land is the strongest and truest 
political force in the field, and the truth is that it is 
growing, not weakening, and will overcome any ten- 
dency towards peace, if such a thing really exists among 
them at all. 


Letting ourselves be reduced to the size of the 1967 
borders will not change these basic facts. On the con- 
trary, this will just feed their appetite, and reinforce their 
ability to carry out their objectives. It is self-delusion, 
just a mirage, to assume that we will be able to buy them, 
or weaken their aspirations with the “economic bene- 
fits,” that they will supposedly come to them as a result 
of the peace, according to the view Mr. Rabin expressed 
a few days ago. 


The Rabin-’Arafat agreement will create a state—of that 
there is no doubt—and not a day will pass from the time 
its existence is declared to the moment it is accepted as 
a member of the United Nations. Like any other state, 
this one will also have the right, according to interna- 
tional norms, to have an army of its own, and make 
“defense” pacts with various states. 


And, like any other state, the Palestinian state will also 
have the right to absorb immigrants in any numbers it 
wishes. No power will have the right to put any limita- 
tions on this immigration. Now, when it is a question of 
“just” autonomy, we are arguing with the PLO over 
800,000 refugees. When the PLO state is established we 
will not be able to stop a much greater human flood than 
that, which will gather along our borders and vehemently 
demand the right of return. 
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And once he has a state, ’Arafat will incite the Pales- 
tinian majority across the Jordan in such a way that the 
collapse of Hashemite rule will be just a question of time. 
Complete unification of the two parts of the Palestinian 
“*homeland”—the eastern part beyond the Jordan and 
the western in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza—will not be 
long in coming. The military “defense”’ pacts Arafat will 
make with radical states in the Near East, like Iraq and 
Iran, will strengthen immeasurably the power of the 
Palestinian state. Its army will become more and more 
armed, will become stronger and stronger, and the choice 
of a time to try and annihilate the State of Israel, most of 
whose population will be concentrated within the narrow 
borders of the coastal strip, will be something for Arafat 
and his allies to decide. 


But ’Arafat and his men will take another step. Without 
doubt, the terror campaign against Israel will be renewed 
from all the borders of the Palestinian state, (if in fact, it 
does halt or go down until this state is established.) Along 
with this, "Arafat will try to incite the Arabs of the 
Galilee and Negev, in order to undermine anew Israel’s 
moral standing in the world, as the German population 
did in the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia, according to 
Hitler’s instructions. He will make sure that extremist 
groups under his control among the Israeli Arabs raise a 
hue and cry about how their human rights are being 
impinged, about how the government is scheming 
against them, about their terrible suffering, about the 
cruel IDF soldiers, who break into families’ houses in the 
middle of the night to find people suspected of terrorist 
acts. Above all, as a solution to their “legitimate” claims, 
their representatives will demand self-rule and territorial 
unification with their brethren across the border. 


When that same intifadah begins in Galilee and other 
regions, will we be unable then either to stand up to the 
pressure of the members of Betzelem [Israeli human- 
rights organization], the CNN correspondents, and the 
draft dodgers? Will we again beg ’Arafat to please just 
take the territory and “create order there”’ in his own 
way? Do not worry, there will definitely be those among 
us who will support the Arab demand to return to the 
“*natural and just” borders of the 1947 partition, in order 
to make right the ancient sin we committed against the 
Arabs in the War of Independence. 


“Prophets of doom,” our opponents call us, “Just 
spooking the public.”’ They would do best to listen well 
to Yasir ’Arafat’s words on the White House lawn. There 
he already went back on his promise to Rabin to con- 
demn terror, and called instead for realization of the 
right of return and for the establishment of a Palestinian 
state, with its capital in Jerusalem. As he explained to his 
fellow members of the PLO just a week ago, the agree- 
ment is just a step toward fulfilling the PLO’s “step- 
by-step plan” for the destruction of Israel. 


Charlatans are selling us a line and calling it “realpoli- 
tik.” What other nation would put its hopes in an 
agreement with a master murderer like ’Arafat, or a 
terrorist organization like the PLO? What other nation 








JPRS-NEA-93-100 
6 October 1993 


would willingly push itself into a strip of coast 15 km 
wide, with ’Arafat’s band controlling the hills above? 
Would the Norwegian foreign minister, the agreement’s 
best man, agree to have PLO terrorists sitting in the hills 
over Oslo? 


The Jewish people has everything-unlimited wisdom, 
unlimited courage, and also, apparently, unlimited fool- 
ishness. Foreign minister Shim’on Peres, who talks about 
the need to understand the historical processes hap- 
pening in the world today, mentions in this context, the 
“Syrian youth” who “speedily and soon” will no longer 
put up, in his words, with having kings and tyrants ruling 
over them. No more and no less. 


The Syrian youth—those same wonderful young people 
who demonstrate their cruelty so beautifully by ceremo- 
nially cutting off the heads of live puppies—this is the 
youth our foreign minister is putting his trust in. And 
this is what “realpolitik with vision” looks like...if this is 
not “messianic faith,” I do not know what Messianic 
faith is. 


When foolishness combines with loss of willpower and 
with fawning servility, the result is disastrous. Nations 
have lost portions of their homelands in war, but there 
has never been a nation that handed it over to others as 
a gift. Throughout all the long years of our history, our 
nation never gave up its historic right to the land of 
Israel. How will we look in the eyes of the generations to 
come, when they realize that in a moment of weakness 
and foolishness, the Jewish government gave up its 
ancestral rights for ever? 


The agreement that Yossi Beilin and his friends have 
cooked up for us is likely to pass in the parliament of the 
Jewish state, the culmination of Herzl’s vision, through 
the votes of fantasizers and PLO supporters. But, even if 
the agreement is ratified, it must be made clear, that if 
the Arab side violates it, it will become null and void. 


In any case, as long as we are still in control in the field, 
there are still some realms that only another government 
will be able to insist on, to save our nation from the 
worst. (This government that we already learned has 
only the ability to concede, not the ability to resist). 


These realms include: 


A. Enabling the IDF to work with complete freedom 
against focal points of terror in the entire territory up to 
the Jordan, including hot pursuit and actions taken at its 
Own initiative. 


B. Absolute opposition to realization the right of return 
in any form whatsoever. 


C. Careful safeguarding of the unity of Jerusalem, and 
halting of the erosion of its status as the capital of Israel, 
including forbidding the founding of PLO institutions or 
the flying of PLO flags inside the city. 


D. Upkeep of the services needed for the survival of the 
Jewish settlements, including control over water and 
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infrastructure services to prevent them from being 
choked off by the Palestinian authority. The Jewish 
presence in the field is the only surety against the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. 


But the first condition for saving the situation is: that the 
Jewish people must recognize the danger awaiting it in 
this dangerous agreement. This recognition must, as 
quickly as possible, be put to the test of new elections. 
Yitzhak Rabin did not receive a mandate from the 
people to take a step that will lead to the creation of a 
PLO state. 


Efrat, Teqo’a Settlers Oppose Rebellion 


93AA0157C Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 10 Sep 93 
pp 14, 16 


[Article by Gid’on Levi; first two sentences are 
HA’ARETZ introduction; words with slantlines pub- 
lished in English] txt 

[Text] 


The Twilight Zone 
Unlike the Shouts 


No signs of rebellion, no threats. not even firm opposi- 
tion. Reserved support, mainly just resignation. Talks 
with settlers in Efrat and Teqo’a. 


A little before we reached Rachel’s tomb, the man began 
his growling: “This government, this traitor Rabin’s 
government! | hate Yossi Sarid, but at least he did not 
lie. Rabin lied. ‘Let not traitors.... You do not under- 
stand: I want to wipe them all out, all the Arabs. The 
method is first to let them kill each other off, then go in 
and finish off the rest.” A tremendous mari whose rifle 
strap barely made it all the way around the stomach that 
bulged all around under the shirt and the short pants he 
was wearing. A few soldiers on regular service listened to 
him attentively from the back seats. This was on the bus 
to Efrat. I was convinced that this was the kind of thing 
I would be hearing from here on, for the rest of the day. 
This was last Monday, before the big demonstration, and 
I was riding out to Efrat and Teqo’a, to hear what the 
settlers had to say. 


A week earlier, I had ridden all over the West Bank to see 
the happiness of the Palestinians firsthand, but I found 
mainly bitter Palestinians who were very suspicious 
about the agreement. This week, I rode out to listen to 
the outcry of the settlers, and found, incredibly, that 
many of the settlers were blessing the agreement. So 
much for stereotypes. This was a selective trip, but still, 
it was impossible not to be surprised. It was a selective 
trip sponsored by David Bedin, an energetic public 
relations man from Efrat who decided, apparently on his 
Own initiative, to try and change the collective image of 
his fellow settlers. 


But the fact is, that the entire day, I heard almost 
exclusively very intelligent, insightful things from the 
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people I met, all of whom wore yarmelkes, all of whom 
were members of the hard-core settlements of Efrat and 
Teqo’a, between Bethlehem and Hebron. They see great 
possibilities in the agreement, and are ready to pay a 
heavy price in return for peace with the Palestinians. 
Here and there, they admitted the failure of the settle- 
ments, some are even willing to live in a Palestinian 
state, as long as their enterprise, the enterprise of settling 
the territories, is not harmed. We went from house to 
house, and everywhere heard similar things; to Beth- 
lehem and heard very similar things. No one was afraid 
to speak his mind and be quoted. Undoubtedly, they are 
not representative of the majority of the settlers. But, 
who knows, perhaps they are not just a marginal, insig- 
nificant minority, not just something piquant, and that 
their words reflect new streams in this w rid that we 
always define as an unvarying unit: “the settlers.” 
Another reality altogether from what we are used to 
hearing from Levinger or Katzover. 


You get off the bus in Efrat, and step right into a 
beautiful landscape: the valley is green and cultivated, 
the vines remind you for a moment of some district in 
France. The baseball field at the edge of the settlement 
reminds you of America. The mosques you see every- 
where you turn remind you of reality. Efrat, a ten- 
year-old settlement with a thousand families, in the 
middle of a stunning wave of construction. During the 
morning hours, there are more cars with blue license 
plates in the settlement than there are blue: construction 
workers. Here they are continuing to build, under the 
authority of the prime minister’s decision that the set- 
tlements of the Gush Etzion region are “security settle- 
ments.” Efrat is beautiful, and better tended than most 
of the settlements, all stone houses, most suggestive of an 
upper middle class, really realizing the Israeli dream of a 
house and garden. In Ari’el, too, for example, they are 
realizing this dream, but in a much less well-tended way. 


A green lawn leads you up to Alex Dubotzky’s house, 
too. Professor Alex Dubotzky, that is, from the mathe- 
matics department at Hebrew University; he teaches 
group theory. He grew up in “Bnei ’Akiva,” religious like 
all the residents of Efrat. Born in Ramat Gan 37 years 
ago, he moved here as part of the typical search for 
ideology and quality of life. To this day, he is a little 
sorry he does not live in Jerusalem. Two floors, six 
bedrooms, five children, ice water and roglach on the 
table. A year ago, the broker estimated that the house 
was worth a quarter of a million dollars. Now, there is no 
way to know. Their neighbor, Gelberson, rented his 
house out last week for $1,400 a month. Dubotzky really 
loves the place; Shabbat here seems to him like Paradise. 
He has no pistol, and he travels to the university in 
Jerusalem every day. They have thrown stones at him 
only once—that was right after he was interviewed and 
told a NEW YORK TIMES reporter that no one had 
ever thrown stones at him. He is a mathematician who 
has figured out the probability of being hit by a stone on 
the Jerusalem-Efrat road, and reached the conclusion 
that driving on the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road is more 
dangerous. 
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[Levi] What has happened to you in the last few days? 
Since the agreement was made public? 


“Look, to tell you the truth—it is a dilemma, really a 
dilemma. This is a kind of... 1 am not sure I can define it 
completely, but I am truly in a dilemma. There is 
something inside, something | feel, my own soul- 
searching about the political groups I have identified 
with all my life, and also about this government that I 
did not vote for. Deep inside, I feel that we have made a 
great mistake. The entire right has been wrong, the 
moderates and the extremists, and even the Mapai’nik 
right. We should have realized that there are some goals 
that cannot be fulfilled, and that therefore we should 
never have begun to fight for them. From an interna- 
tional viewpoint, and from an internal viewpoint. I will 
be open with you—I am ialking about the attempt to 
prevent territorial compromise. I am afraid that the 
settlement within densely populated Arab centers, meant 
to prevent a solution based on territorial compromise, 
may cause us also to lose the areas that were within the 
bounds of consensus. But, I am really angry at the 
government, which has given up its principles. When 
Zionism began, it was not shameful to struggle for 
territory. Now the idea has taken over that mentioning 
the sanctity of Jerusalem is appropriate only for fanatical 
Arabs, while we should be talking about nothing but 
technology and development. We should become some 
sort of Western-European liberals. It is a little heart- 
breaking. Land’ has turned into a four-letter word. 


“Begin made a historic mistake that we may end up 
paying for now: not that he returned all of Sinai, but that 
he did not return Gaza, too. But he at least declared that 
we would demand sovereignty at the permanent settle- 
ment stage. I understand that this government does not 
want to claim sovereignty over the whole territory, but it 
is not even ready to say that it will demand sovereignty 
over the territories of the Alon plan. Its objective is to 
protect the settlers, but not the settlements. 


‘Many of my neighbors are worried now in a personal 
way—what will it be like to travel on the roads, and what 
will happen if an Arab policeman stops us. Actually I am 
less worried about that—I do not think the government 
will abandon us from that viewpoint. What hurts me 
much more is that they have given up sovereignty ovei 
the whole territory. I feel I am part of Israeli society as a 
whole, but ‘settler’ is a dirty word everywhere. It is a fact 
that you come to me to see a settler, not to visit a 
professor of mathematics. And as a settler, I feel that the 
earth is slipping out from under my feet.” 


“The answer Peres gave on TV was scandalous. They 
asked him what he would say to the settlers that he 
himself sent. He avoided answering. He could at least 
have said something like: ‘96 percent of the people 
should not have to suffer because of the 4 percent that 
live in the territories.’ All right. If this agreement is a 
good agreement, and maybe it is a good agreement, then 
tell the settlers that their sons will not have to go to the 
army any more, and that for that we will have to pay a 
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personal price. But Peres avoided any answer. That was 
very insulting, and not fair. He could have at least told 
the settlers: you have had a historic role, perhaps because 
of you, the Arabs sat down at the negotiating table. You 
were soldiers in the service of the nation, now it is over, 
we thank you, come back. But neither Rabin nor Peres is 
saying that. I repeat: the central is that this agreement 
may permanently close any chance to demand sover- 
eignty anywhere. Even in Ma’ale Adumim. They suc- 
ceeded in assuring that not one settlement will be dis- 
mantled, coming around as though from the right, but 
really, they are going to cause all of the settlements to 
deteriorate. Perhaps if we had established ourselves in 
more concentrated groups instead of in such scattered 
settlements, we could have prevented this. 


“Twenty years ago, I fled from the soldiers at Sebastia. 
Today I look at what is happening, and say that we have 
failed. The Israeli public is apparently not behind us. 
Some of the things that we did were not right, and it 
seems now that we are going to have to fold. Perhaps if 
we had concentrated our efforts more in fewer places, we 
would have won more support. All that does not clear the 
government of the responsibility to demand sovereignty 
over at least some of the territory.” 


“Now, those on the right will be making a big mistake if 
they base their arguments on questions of personal 
security. It is clear that the agreement is going to lead to 
a Palestinian state. Rabin and Peres told Avraham 
Shapira that it would not, but that really just makes you 
laugh. Let us try saying something that goes even further: 
maybe we should have given them this in an even larger 
dosage and put the Palestinians into a Ben Gurion-style 
dilemma—come right out and offer them a little state, in 
return for giving up the territories in the Alon plan. In 
today’s circumstances, that seems much more preferable 
to me. I am sure that I will stay in Efrat for the rest of my 
life. But my child? If the scenario of a Palestinian state 
including the entire territory, with Jewish autonomy, 
goes into effect—and it is the most likely scenario right 
now—then Efrat will last just one more generation. 
Think about yourself—if someone offered you beautiful 
villas in a foreign autonomous state, even a friendly one? 
Not too attractive, right?”’ 


“I have never wanted to rule over them. That was 
something that always bothered me. I believed in 
autonomy. I thought that it would solve the problem, 
and that we would be able to eat the cake and have it too. 
Maybe it could really have worked, but now it seems 
pretty much impossible.” 


Silence reigned in the room. On the wall are all kinds of 
Jewish posters. A simple living room, with a few pieces 
of furniture. A knock on the door and Yisra’el Ben 
Aharon enters the room. He seems more like a settler: 
not just a knitted yarmelke, a moustache, too. He grew 
up in the Yavne collective settlement, was one of the first 
settlers in Efrat, is a builder, mainly across the Green 
Line. Now there are tons of work, the barn never stops 
humming. He says he came to Efrat because he thought 


NEAR EAST 19 


that there was national consensus on it. Otherwise he 
would not have come. He will not go to places where 
there is no consensus, and will take not take any extreme 
steps in order to stay here. He is 48, has six children, and 
is also the president of the Efrat synagogue, something 
that was emphasized to me when | asked how represen- 
tative he was. 


[Ben Aharon] “I think that most of the public is happy 
over the agreement. The public in Israel is already so 
thirsty for peace and quiet that it is happy about the 
agreement now without even knowing much about it. 
They will not have to go to the reserves, and that is it. 
Most of the Israeli public is also not worried about what 
is going to happen across the Green Line. I understand 
that approach.” 


{Levi] Then you really have failed? 


“I think that during the period the right was dozing in 
power, it wasted a lot of chances.” 


There are vineyards all along Efrat. An urban highway 
and suddenly a vineyard. Arab vineyards that could not 
be expropriated. There is one village here on the hillside, 
where the publicist David Bedin usually brings his 
visitors, a kind of demonstration of their wonderful 
friendship. But today the mukhtar says on the telephone 
that it not worthwhile for us to come, and also, that we 
should not mention the name of the village. New times. 


Ben Aharon takes us for a spin in his Peugeot. Efrat is 
planned to spread out over seven hills, to be the same 
number as the seven species. Five of them have already 
been built, and now they are building on the hill of 
olives, and in a little while also on the hill of dates, and 
the hill of palms will be finished in a little while. 
Approximately 300 units of housing are going up, 20 
buses a day arrive from Jerusalem to this settlement that 
calls itself a city, but still has not decided on its name: 
Efrat, or Efrata. One sign says Efrat; the other, Efrata; 
this is the place where our mother Rachel died. There are 
two mikvas, but not one swimming pool. As they 
expand, they will reach the pools of Shlomo, right 
outside Bethlehem. The border of the eruv is marked, 
according to halakhah, at the foot of one of the hills. Ben 
Aharon shows me a well that once carried water to the 
temple. They bury their dead at Kfar Etzion, but now are 
considering building a graveyard in Efrat, too. That will 
be something new, because in the great majority of the 
settlements, even the large ones like Ari’el, people are 
alive, not buried. On the frameworks of most of the 
buildings that Ahmad and Muhammad and their friends 
are building under the midday sun, signs are already up: 
“Sold.” Moshe Cohen is on guard, with his ritual fringes 
and an Uzi. 


In the little business district, a young man in a black 
T-shirt and a wide-brimmed straw hat comes quietly up 
to us. A very nice fellow, Eli’ezer Malkhi’el from nearby 
Teqo’a. He has come to pick us up. The road is winding 
and spectacular, passing between Arab villages. Here at 
this turn, Mordekhai Lipkin of Teqo’a was murdered not 
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long ago. There are no settlers near the monument, 
although it seems to me that they threatened to erect a 
settlement here. When Malkhi’el takes off the straw hat, 
you see his knitted yarmelke. He is doing his doctorate in 
philosophy at Hebrew University, specializing in Wit- 
tgenstein, and has lived in Teqo’a for 11 years now. We 
are in the study on the second floor of his house at the 
edge of Teqo’a: he has a computer and a tremendous 
Webster's dictionary, and also Mishnat Hazohar, and 
Spinoza and other Heretics by Yirmiyahu Yuval on his 
bookshelf. A handsome little boy with blond hair brings 
in ice water and fruit. Downstairs in the living room, I 
had seen a copy of Yediot Aharonot on the table, with the 
full text of the agreement. Eli’ezer Malkhi’el: “I am 
happy that there has been a breakthrough. Until now, all 
the reactions to the agreement have been automatic. It 
seems to me that there are things that could be fixed in 
the agreement, but the main thing is to sign it. Maybe it 
is even a good agreement. I just do not trust the team in 
charge to care about what I care about. But the bottom 
line really is, that I am satisfied. Now there is hope that 
peace will come. It may sound banal, but it is true.” 


“On the security level, | am very worried. Unlike the 
shouts of the Likud, I do not think that the agreement 
endangers the State of Israel. This is a sensible risk, for 
those who live on the western side of the Green Line. I 
am afraid that the security defects in the agreement are 
going to affect us. | hope that some things can still be 
corrected and improved, because right now I am very 
worried, especially when I hear the chief of staff and his 
deputy, who are not under any suspicion of supporting 
the right. But at the global level, I can believe in this step, 
and I think that there is much hope and blessing in it. 
Still, it does not seem to me that the Jewish settlements 
here are at the top of the government's list. This is not 
something they are going to fight for, but I believe it is 
possible to fight for it.” 


“This does not of necessity have to lead to a Palestinian 
state, even if Ya’ir Tzaban and Shim’on Peres and their 
friends think it will. By the way, Tzaban was here the day 
before yesterday and had a good reception. The discus- 
sion stuck to the agreement, and did not turn into an 
attack against him, and approximately 100 residents 
came. My problem with a Palestinian state is because of 
the Jewish presence here. I am against a Palestinian 
state, because I do not think that under it, there would be 
no certainty that any Jewish community would continue 
to exist here. But if there is a promise that Jews will be 
able to settle here, as part of the process of reconciliation 
between us and them, then I, and my father, who lives in 
Haifa now, will be able to live here. I have no problems 
with carrying a Palestinian passport. It is hard for me to 
believe that will happen, because if it did, it would open 
up the question of Palestinian return.” 


“I will stay in Teqo’a as long as life is bearable here. I did 
not come here to die. If living here becomes unbear- 
able—I will not stay. I feel very tense now, I hope very 
much that the signing of the agreement will be accom- 
panied by mutual recognition. I have no trouble with the 
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PLO flag flying here, under the conditions | detailed to 
you. It seems to me that recognizing the rights of the 
Palestinians does not have to come at the cost of denying 
our own rights. The government has gone into overkill 
here.” 


“In my opinion, there are partners in Teqo’a and the 
other settlements in the territories. If you gathered ail the 
residents of Teqo’a together tomorrow, and let them 
choose sides, my orientation against the orientation of 
Benny Katzover, then Katzover’s would get a majority, 
but that would be because only a few of the members had 
shown up at the meeting. Since the agreement was 
published, I have become an active supporter. Many 
confused people, who under the right circumstances 
could be recruited. There are people who think that we 
should not break up the unity of the camp, especially not 
now. They think that would be an avera (sin). I think it 
would be a mitzva (religious obligation). Why? Because | 
think that our image is the reason for our trouble in our 
relations with other Jews, and therefore it is a mitzvah to 
change this image of us.” 


[Levi] What, in your opinion, motivates Katzover and 
others like him? 


“I would rather not answer that question.” 
[Levi] Do they do you harm? 


“Tremendous harm. In my opinion, the image people 
have of the settlers does the settlers great harm. Levinger, 
who walks out and shoots a gun! I do not understand 
that.” 


[Levi] In Teqo’a, will they take up arms? 


“I have heard a few people say they would, but I do not 
believe them, either.” 


We went for a walk around the settlement. It has 180 
families, and is one of the few settlements that include a 
little agriculture. Paths lead to modest houses, some 
neglected, a completely different atmosphere from that 
of Efrat. Something peasant-like, even pioneering, a little 
reminiscent of a community of Modats, vegetarians, and 
other hippie types in the Galilee. A donkey brays in one 
of the courtyards. Paths practically touch other. houses 
do too; there are no large open spaces, neither here, nor 
in the other settlements. Several children are wandering 
around in big, colorful embroidered skullcaps, unique in 
style, which lends them and the settlement a different 
look. The Druze, Circassian or Georgian-style skullcaps 
are meant to stand up to the winds of Teqo’a. Malkhi’el 
explains to me, but of course this is not the whole reason. 
The same kind of wind blows in Efrat, too, and there the 
yarmelkes are more usual. Unlike Efrat, Teqo’a is a 
mixed yishuv, both secular and religious. 


Here, at the edge of the village, facing the valley and the 
mountains, is Rabbi Menahem Fruman’s house. 
Malkhi’el’s opinions are similar to those of the Rabbi. 
Now the rabbi is taking his afternoon nap. Malkhi’el says 
that there is a group of about 10 families here that share 
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these views. At another house Mikhal Shir’al opens the 
door for us. Her two sons have earlocks, like their 
grandfather, who immigrated long ago from Yemen. On 
the dining room table is an copy of “He’atid,”’ a German- 
Israeli quarterly. She also is very excited about the 
agreement. 


“First reaction—new horizons. Many Israelis seem not 
to realize how much the people who live here also long 
for peace, for a life without weapons and guards, and to 
be able to drive with the windows open. You know, we 
also have a sort of secret dream about it. Reason says 
that after the agreement, we will be less safe, but you 
know that the world does not always work according to 
reason. It is hard for me to believe that the Arabs here 
will change their attitudes towards us at the wave of a 
hand, but who knows, maybe after the agreement I will 
be able to drive with the window open, and the school 
children will respect this, and not throw stones. We 
should be the first to want peace, before the people in 
north Tel Aviv. I think that we also have more respect 
and appreciation for the Arabs than do the Israelis who 
live between Kfar Shmaryahu and north Tel Aviv. They 
know the Arabs only as figures sweeping the streets. I run 
the community center here, and last year we had a 
program for the children from the neighboring Arab 
village. None of the parents was against it. The Arab 
children came here and did ceramics. All children love 
clay. But sadly it could not go on very long, because the 
civil administration told us that we were putting the 
mukhtar’s life in danger. 


A couple of minutes after three, Mikhal Shir’al’s children 
hurry off to a neighborhood birthday party. Yesterday 
she called the radio station, talked to Efrayim Sneh and 
told him the same kind of things. Nothing will get her to 
say up to what point she would be ready to endanger her 
children by staying in Teqo’a. 


Meanwhile, the fire is rising in Mordekhai Goodman's 
pizza oven, at the Efrat pizzeria. Goodman was born in 
Houston, Texas, and later moved to Manhattan. Seven 
years ago, he wound up his affairs there, and came to 
Efrat to bake pizza. He actually would have preferred 
Eilat or Netanya, but the religious life here captivated 
him. On the wall is an article from the JERUSALEM 
POST, from which I learn that Goodman is an American 
football star here in Israel. Last season he made, it says 
there, no less than 72 touchdowns; of them, nine in one 
game! Would you believe it? The local plasterer is eating 
a pizza across the counter, and says something in Amer- 
ican English about the temple. Goodman was on vaca- 
tion in Tiberias when the news of the agreement got out. 
He understood that there is peace in return for Jericho 
and Gaza and he is actually quite happy. After three days 
he read in his JERUSALEM POST that things were a 
little more complicated. He feels that he does know 
enough about the agreement, that they did not show 
enough debates on television, or on the radio, either. In 
the meantime, he is going to take his children, Yosef- 
Yitzhak and Yehuda-Arye, to the demonstration in 
Jerusalem. “It will be educational.” 


NEAR EAST 21 


“I am staying here. This is a great place. /A great place./ 
Maybe you'd like to join us? The best solution would be 
to have a football game between the PLO and us, with 
me as quarterback: then it would all straighten out. I 
closed my business in the Empire State Building and 
gave up my apartment in Central Park West to come and 
live in the State of Israel. I did not do it to live in a 
Palestinian state. /What’s the hurry?/ I did not come here 
to fight, but now you are turning me into a /fighter/, 
because we are not going to allow a Palestinian state to 
be established here.” 


Precisely at this moment, an Efrat resident comes in and 
orders four pizzas. “To eat here or to take out?” 
Goodman asks. “To eat here.” 


Koor Reveals Arab, International Investment Plan 


93AA0157B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 15 Sep 93 pp 8-9 


[Interview with Benny Gaon, general manager of Koor, 
by Sever Plutzker; place and date not given] 


[Text] 
First Disclosure 
Koor’s Undercover Peace Project 


Koor’s general manager, Benny Gaon, has disclosed: 
““We have set up a hundred-million dollar investment 
company, which will be offered soon on the American 
financial market. Its equal partners are Koor, a large 
European bank, an Arab investor and a Palestinian 
investor, who will head the project. We reported to 
Rabin, and he gave his blessing. Among other things, a 
cement factory will be built in the territories, and infra- 
structure, road improvement, tourism, and food- 
production plants. We will sell products with palestinian 
components, using “koor sahar** marketing outlets 
around the worid. 


A year ago, when the general manager of Koor, Benny 
Gaon, decided to “go with peace,” people told him he 
did not know how to distinguish between fantasy and 
reality. They said that he was dragging Koor into a 
reckless adventure. 


For a year, Gaon refused to reveal the details of “the 
peace project” of the largest and most profitable business 
corporation in Israel. It was only known that as part of 
the project’s framework, Professor Shlomo Ben ’Ami, 
the historian, philosopher, and diplomat, was working 
for Koor. There are not many philosophers employed by 
industrial concerns. 


The day before Rabin’s and ’Arafat’s meeting on the 
White House lawn, Gaon agreed, for the first time, to 
reveal something about the Koor’s new investment 
project. 


[Plutzker] Benny Gaon, what is your peace project? 
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[Gaon] This is a new investment company, with four 
equal partners: a large European bank, a Palestinian 
investor, an investor from an Arab country, which does 
not have relations with Israel (apparently Morocco-S.F.), 
and, of course, Koor. 


{Plutzker] What capital does this investment company 
have? 


[Gaon] This is a very serious company. Many tens of 
millions of dollars. 


{Plutzker] Less than $100 million? 


[Gaon] Not less. When all the partners agree, the com- 
pany for peace investment will be offered on the Amer- 
ican financial market. 


{Plutzker] What will the company be called? 


[Gaon] I cannot reveal that without the agreement of all 
the partners. But the name will be something with the 
concept of “peace” in it. 


[Plutzker] And who is the president? 


[Gaon] The president of the investment company that 
has been founded within the framework of Koor’s peace 
project is the Palestinian investor. 


[Plutzker] Tell me about one of the investment projects. 


[Gaon] A cement factory in the territories, for example. 
We also intenc to invest in infrastructure, road improve- 
ment, tourism, and food-production plants. We are 
speaking here of very serious projects. The initiative 
always comes from the Palestinian partners. 


{Plutzker] Will Koor be marketing Palestinian products? 


[Gaon] Definitely. Just as Agrakesko sells strawberries 
from growers on the Gaza Strip. This is an inseparable 
part of our peace project—to sell products with Pales- 
tinian components through Koor Sahar’s marketing out- 
lets around the world, especially in countries where 
anyone breaking in has to have a great deal of marketing 
know-how. When we offer Koor Sahar on the market as 
a separate company next year, it will already be able to 
report many trade agreements of this sort. 


[Plutzker] How do you think that future trade between us 
and the Arab countries is going to develop? 


[Gaon] It is hard to predict what the parameters of trade 
and economic cooperation between Israel and the Pales- 
tinian economy in particular, and the Arab economies in 
general, will be. We imagine they will sell us mainly 
semifinished products in the food, textile, metal, and 
chemical sectors. We will continue to develop the things 
the Israeli economy specializes in—agri cultural tech- 
nology, chemical fertilizers, communications, high tech. 


[Plutzker] Koor began preparations for the peace project 
a long time ago. Based on what? What led you to do it? 
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[Gaon] Both business considerations and personal intu- 
ition. From a business perspective, Koor was finally 
freed from the bear hug of the banks, paid of all its debts, 
earned at least a million dollars a year, and was free to 
use its independent resources for new investments. 
When we looked into what they should invest in, we saw 
that in many realms the market was saturated. How 
many food plants can you build? How many shopping 
centers? We went with peace. 


[Plutzker] And why not with war? 


[Gaon] Our evaluation at Koor was that war business 
would just be going down. The military industry already 
existing in Israel will have to cut back. Not for a moment 
did we think, during our strategic analyses, that Koor 
would have to look for its future in that direction. 
Cutting down Koor’s exposure to military markets is 
actually been one of the foundation stones of our restruc- 
turing plan. 


[Plutzker] You speak in the language of business sense. 
But when we heard in the summer of last year, at the 
height of the deadlock in the diplomatic process, that 
Koor had decided to invest in peace, that seemed like a 
decision of the heart, not the mind. Did you have a 
dream? 


[Gaon] I had a dream, and I had intuition that said that 
the diplomatic process, peace between us and the Arabs, 
was inevitable. There is no power in the world that can 
stop it. Professor Shlomo Ben ’Ami, who is a virtuoso in 
international relations, strengthened and supported us in 
reaching this opinion. His contribution to Koor’s 
strategy in the peace project was definitive. 


[Gaon] And then I said: if we are going to have peace, we 
have to start preparing for it now. Because in a peace 
economy, rushing is not a positive characteristic. 


[Plutzker] How did you start? 


[Gaon] By looking for serious Arab and Palestinian 
partners. From the first it was clear to me that this could 
not be an activity involving solely an Israeli company. 
That we must not approach economic cooperation with 
the Palestinians from a standpoint of superiority and 
paternalism: that we will take the initiative for them, 
that we will do it for them. Cooperation has to be 
between equals. Our peace project exploits the relative 
advantage of the Palestinian businesses, and of Koor, 
with the participation of Arab and European capital. 


[Plutzker] But many among us believe that we are 
coming to the Palestinians in order to teach them how to 
build a functioning market economy, how to pave roads, 
how to prepare financial reports, what will bring them a 
profit. In short, a “watch-us-and-learn” approach. 


[Gaon] I think that is a big mistake. In all my talks with 
Palestinian businessmen, I avoided making them feel as 
though we were superior or they were inferior. It is also 
simply not true. The Palestinian business sector, in the 
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territories and abroad, is successful and enterprising. It is 
an enlightened business sector. 


Their hardest work will begin thc day after the agreement 
is signed. We must approach economic cooperation with 
the Palestinians without prejudice, and with an open 
mind. We are not going to be the patrons of the Pales- 
tinian economy. 


{Plutzker] But we have been ruling over them, and still 
will be. It is hard to stop thinking that way. 


[Gaon] Every structure of cooperation between us and 
them must flow from the sovereign decisions of both 
sides. Without coercion, without conceit. We must not 
exchange military and political colonialism for economic 
colonialism. 


{Plutzker] You have worked in almost complete secrecy, 
and even today you will not publicize the names of your 
partners. 


[Gaon] I do not think it is best to begin economic 
relations with the Palestinians and Arabs by sending 
mass delegations to be photographed at the airport, or by 
making announcements about billion-dollar deals that 
are still up in the air. You do not do business by making 
proclamations. 


We have been working at the very deepest level. A quiet 
approach, personal meetings, building mutual business 
confidence. We were not looking for publicity, we were 
looking for real progress. We built an intensive network 
to collect information and evaluate exchange with Arab 
and European factors. Any revelation could have inter- 
fered with continued progress, and still could today. 


[Plutzker] Did anyone in the government know about 
these contacts? 


[Gaon] I reported to the prime minister, and received his 
blessing. 


{Plutzker] You are close to Rabin. A week ago, when the 
governme at first announced the signing of the agreement 
with the Palestinians, you published an announcement 
that a large group of outstanding businessmen were 
expressing their support for the peace plan. “Establish 
peace in the land—only the courageous win,”’ you wrote. 
Will politics help business? 


[Gaon] Business was certainly not the motive for placing 
the ad. It was an expression of the feelings that came over 
all of us. We felt that we must strengthen Rabin and 
Peres’s hands at the moment of truth. You know, by the 
end of the day, even the toughest, most silent leader 
needs a good slap on the back. He needs to know he is not 
alone. 


[Plutzker] There have been conflicting estimates of what 
the economic effects of the peace may be. Sometimes, 
the same people say one thing and then the other: they 
tell us there will be a great economic bonanza, and at the 
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same time cry about all the terrible damage there is going 
to be for Israeli industry. What is your estimate? 


[Gaon] First of all, let us not be dragged into exaggera- 
tion. We have to look at everything in the right propor- 
tions. The 200-million citizens of the Arab countries are 
not exactly a market just waiting to discover Israeli 
products. The level of demand there is still very low, and 
it will take many years of development before those 
countries are significant consumers of Israeli exports. All 
the imports of all the Arab countries come to 140 billion 
dollars, equivalent to one small European country. 


Also, in the markets of the Arab countries, we will find 
goods from all over the world. We, the Israelis, will not 
reinvent industry and trade in the Middle East. This is 
not virgin ground waiting with baited breath for the 
Israeli redeemer to come. 


{Plutzker] Then there is no reason to start sewing money 
bags? 


[Gaon] We certainly do not expect fast, easy profits; we 
are choosing investments and partnerships that will 
mature with time. Remember that today Israel is already 
selling approximately $500 million a year of produce to 
Arab countries, not directly, but through middlemen and 
by disguising the country of origin. We at Koor do that, 
too, although it is hard for me to estimate the value of 
our goods that reach Arab markets. It is understood, that 
when the boycott is removed and it is possible to come 
out of the dark into the light, that will give a push to the 
export trade that already exists, and also save us the 
middleman’s fees. 


[Plutzker] Will we be hurt by the competition from 
Palestinian produce? Industrialists have been warning 
about “the market being flooded?” 


[Gaon] We cannot build a flourishing relationship with 
the Palestinians based on mutual trust if we stick to a 
closed-border approach. What do we want, to choke the 
Palestinian economy before it gets started? To close 
ourselves up behind stone walls? 


Koor has prepared a position paper on this topic, and in 
it we wrote: “Gaza and the West Bank are Third World 
enclaves within the developed and industrialized Israeli 
system. The economic strength of the Gaza Strip is not 
equal to more than | percent of the strength of the Israeli 
economy. Cutting Gaza off from Israel would condemn 
it to complete economic oblivion. The territories d:.pend 
on Israel for almost everything. Israel absorbs 90 percent 
of the exports from Gaza, and 70 percent of the exports 
from the West Bank.” 


Our practical conclusion was—that we should start plan- 
ning joint investment projects, which would be based on 
two, very tightly interwoven economies. 


[Plutzker] Then you support the recommendations of the 
Ben Shahar Commission, which spoke of free movement 
of goods, services, and capita! between Israel and the 
Palestinian economy? 
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[Gaon] That is Koor’s position, which was crystallized 
back at the beginning of the year. We were already 
speaking then about a “common market with the Pales- 
tinian entity.” We have to understand that in exchange 
for opening our market to Palestinian goods, our busi- 
nesses will be able to take an active part in the great 
infrastructure and reconstruction projects being planned 
for the territories. It will go both ways. We certainly have 
nothing to fear from it. 


Even if there does turn out to be some Israeli manufac- 
turer whose business is hurt by Palestinian competition, 
the economy as a whole will profit. Both of the econo- 
mies will profit. 


[Plutzker] Will we be involved in the Marshal Plan of 
international aid for the territories? 


[Gaon] I do not think there is going be any tremendous 
foreign aid coming to the territories. According to our 
estimate, 5 billion dollars will be needed to modernize 
the infrastructure in the territories and develop serious 
local industry that will be able to absorb most of the 
Palestinian manpower employed in Israel today. The 
West is not in a spiritual and financial position today to 
be able to extend such generous aid. Our Palestinian and 
Arab partners also know that most of the work is going to 
fall on the business sectors. 


[Plutzker] Not on the governments? 


[Gaon] Definitely not. The era of politics and ideology in 
economics is coming to an end. All over the world, and 
also here. The Israeli economy is becoming businesslike 
in every way, and it is the same in the other economies 
around the world, including the Palestinian and Arab 
economies. The world is talking “‘business.” Business is 
the language of international understanding. 


A revolution like that has happened during my time at 
Koor, too. We are no longer a “‘Histadrut Concern” any 
more, we are a holding company registered on the stock 
market, a publicly owned company responsible only to 
its shareholders. I imagine that if we were a government 
or Histadrut company, we would have great trouble 
realizing the peace project. 


[Plutzker] Does the fact that your family is of Moroccan 
origin, help you in your meetings with Arab and Pales- 
tinian businessmen? 


[Gaon] I have had many meetings and talks in Arab 
countries, and knowing the Arabic language helped. But 
it is not just the language. A broad stratum of econo- 
mists, businessmen, and marketing and accounting 
experts, who know the Western business culture well, 
especially the American, has grown up in Israel. They 
have learned it well, learned from it, know all its secrets, 
swim in it like a fish in water. But they lack a basic 
understanding of the eastern, the Arab, business culture. 
I am not sure they will know how to handle economic 
negotiations with a sheikh from Abu Dhabi. 
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Those involved in Koor’s peace project are a little ahead, 
but not enough. I am studying advanced Arabic now at 
Ulpan ’Akiva. 


[Plutzker] You have already amassed great experience 
through your meetings in the Arab world. Have you also 
met with Saudi Arabians? 


[Gaon] Why talk about the past? I have been invited to 
an international conference that will take place next 
month in Washington, and the Saudi defense minister 
and Saudi businessmen will be participating. We will eat 
together, we will talk. 


[Plutzker] As a native of Jerusalem, are you completely 
comfortable with the agre * ent, with the Rabin-’Arafat 
meeting, with the handshake? 


[Gaon] Absolutely. I support it with all my heart. We are 
all tired of the violence. We all long for peace. I believe 
that a new era is opening up in the Micdle East. 
Yesterday my twin sons were released from regular army 
service, and I am happy that there is going to be peace 
here. Really happy. 


Activities, Structure of Naval Commando Unit 


934A0147A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 20 Aug 93 pp 18-21 


[Article by "A. Karmel: “The Story of Fleet 13: The Men 
of Silence’’] 


[Text] Fleet 13 has executed about 500 operations since 
its establishment, and no one has heard of them. In the 
media, it was forbidden to mention its name, and even 
candidates for acceptance into it knew only one thing: 
They were going to a secret unit in which no one is 
permitted to know what they are doing in it. Colonel (Res.) 
Mike Alder, after a continued battle with the censor 
bureau, reveals, in a new book, the people behind the 
myth, the heroic stories, and the failures. The raid on 
Garin Island, for example. 


‘Why does a priest need testicles, despite the fact that he 
does not use them?”’ The questioner was not a theologist 
or a sexologist, and the listeners were all too surprised by 
the problem posed to them. But, Chief of Staff Raful 
hastened to answer—‘‘So they will be there when he 
needs them”—and moved to the moral lesson: “Why 
does the military need small warfare units, despite the 
fact that they are not always used and despite the fact 
that they do not constitute a significant factor and do not 
contribute much? For the same reason; simply, so that 
they will be there when we need them.” 


This was in July 1978, at the opening reception of the 
company commanders’ course in the fleet, and Major 
General Eytan was relating, first and foremost, to the 
small warfare unit of the hosting corps, that same mys- 
terious entity that the entire country knew as “The 
Fleet,” or even Fleet 13, and which, nevertheless, it was 
forbidden to mention explicitly in the media. 
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In order to remove all doubts, he did not disregard the 
Fleet, but took care to nurture it and to know each of its 
fighters by name. He accompanied it closely both as an 
infantry officer and as chief of staff. He bestowed upon it 
the collective commendation “for showing courage, 
composure, and resourcefulness,’ on 22 initiated 
combat actions against terrorists in the Lebanon sector 
during the period between January 1979 and April 1981. 
But Ratul, like other chiefs of staff, and like commanders 
who have leaped from the Fleet toward the top, had to 
place its tactical merits opposite the strategic limitations. 
Its men did great things and demonstrated astonishing 
talents, and were—‘‘when they were needed” —in almost 
all of the wars and on all of the possible fronts—but, 
from the nature of things, they had almost no opportu- 
nities to constitute “a significant factor.” 


Almost, thanks to the two founding fathers, in the days 
when the Fleet was merely a small Palmah unit, on the 
way to Israel’s very young navy.[sentence as published] 
One of the two, Yosef (Yosele) Dror, sank the Arab 
weapons ship, Lino, in April 1948, in the port of Bari, in 
Italy, in an action that was defined as equal “at least to 
the action of a whole army in the War of Independence.” 


The other, Yoha’i Ben-Nun, was victorious, in October 
1948, in a daring attack by explosive boats against two 
ships of the Egyptian Navy, which hastened the Egyptian 
signature on the cease-fire agreements and opened the 
regular navigation routes to Israel. By the way, the 
two—Ben-Nun and Dror—took an active part as “guest 
fighters” in the Fleet’s operations in the Six-Day War 
and the Yom Kippur War. 


The occasion for mentioning them now and writing 
about the unit using its full name is the book recently 
published by Sifriyat Ma’arav on the printing press. Col. 
(Res.) Mike Alder, among the navy “graduates,” who 
came to know the Fleet in the course of his military 
service, primarily as a myth, decided to reveal its feats, 
as well as its failures, which no longer have any practical 
justification for remaining under cover of secrecy. After 
a long and complicated struggle with the censor bureau, 
he presents, in 712 pages, Fleet 13—The Story of the 
Naval Commando, not as part of the official history of 
the navy, but based on a lengthy investigation, as well as 
interviews with 70 fighters and commanders. 


‘IT met,” Alder writes, “ta group of special men, individ- 
ualists in spirit, whose relationship among themselves is 
competitive and extremist in all areas of emotion. On 
one hand, a strong love of friends, and on the other, also 
an unfathomable hatred and contempt for any revelation 
of fear or lack of trust. There are those among them who 
say: We are like this because each of us has leadership 
capabilities, and therefore, we have strong competitive 
inclinations. Others say: Essentially, all of us are little 
children playing with dangerous toys, and hence, the 
competitiveness... 1 met a group of men, most of whom 
are very sensitive and try to hide their feelings under the 
disguise of rigidity. And when I finished interviewing 
and I thought about all of them, I reached a conclusion 
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that was not new to me: I met a group of men who are 
like all men: They love and hate, they are happy and sad, 
enthusiastic and apathetic, men like all of those who 
volunteered to serve in the exclusive area—the area of 
small warfare at sea.” 


Anyone who wishes to understand the meaning of this 
area can read, for example, the testimony of Gadi Karol, 
of Kfar Gil’adi, who was destined to become second- 
in-command of the Fleet, on the assault by four divers on 
the Egyptian naval base at ’Ardaqah, on the west bank of 
the Red Sea, during the Yom Kippur War. 


They reached there on a moon-lit night, after a cruise in 
rubber dinghies for a 90-km stretch from Sharm al- 
Shaykh, and entered the water in order to operate on the 
inner edge of the jetty. ‘On the way, we heard echoes of 
explosions,” Karol tells, “‘and we thought that these were 
the echoes of gunfire. In the water, we immediately 
understood that they were exploding antisubmarine 
depth charges, because we felt the shock, the blows, and 
the quakes truly on our flesh. We began to advance, and 
because of the strong current, the advance was very slow. 
We swam together and advanced in the direction of the 
edge of cliff that appeared very close, from which I 
thought I would see the jetty. When we reached it, I felt 
that the shock of the explosions was becoming farther 
away from us, instead of closer.” 


“I realized that the more we distanced ourselves from the 
source of the explosions, the farther we were from the 
target, because in location where they were throwing the 
depth charges, there were certainly targets. Therefore, I 
decided to swim in the direction of the source of the 
explosions. We looked in the direction of the shore and 
we started to weave northward, while alternately swim- 
ming and diving. It was shallow water, and we saw well. 
While advancing, the shock became stronger. From afar, 
we succeeded in identifying a silhouette of a sailing 
vessel, and we realized that we were opposite the 
southern pier. The explosions were very strong, and we 
were worried, for we had to reach the center of the 
explosions.” 


“We closed in to a distance of 200 meters from the 
southern pier, and I decided to engage in an attack. I sent 
the second pair in the direction of the eastern pier. I 
reminded them that only military sailing vessels were to 
be attacked. ’Uzi’eli and I dove northward. After 10 
minutes of diving, I rose to the surface of the water to 
peek, and I saw fishing boats and a large, dark ship. We 
dove beyond the ship and passed under it. It had a very 
long seaweed ‘beard,’ and I understood that this was an 
inactive ship. I went up for a peek under the ship’s prow, 
which served as an excellent barricade for a lookout. 
But...1 did not succeed in identifying targets, and I 
decided to reach the middle of the jetty and execute a 
peek there. We dove for 10 minutes parallel to the pier, 
and came up again. 


“I saw a dark mass with a white stain along the pier, and 
I really wanted to think that this was the missile boat 
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[STIL]. The explosions in the water threw us around very 
strongly. I took the direction of the dark mass, and after 
five minutes I hit it right under the propellers. I was 
concentrating on the compass, which was constantly 
moving because of the explosions, and I could not pay 
attention to the depth gauge. There were times when I 
sank, without feeling it, to a depth of 20 meters, and 
’Uzi’eli—who swam behind me—pulled me upward. 
Under the boat, I raised my head. | identified four 
propellers, and I knew that we had reached the right 
place...” 


“We started attaching the mines to the bottom in the 
region of the axes. But, the new magnetic mines, which 
had arrived only a few days beforehand, did not stick to 
the wall. We also tried with the help of the ballistic gluing 
bolts, whose job it was to join the mine to the wooden 
side, but they did not work, either. In the end, I suc- 
ceeded, with ’Uzi’eli’s help, in joining the two mines 
together, and we activated the nonremoval apparatuses, 
which would cause the mine to explode if someone were 
to find it and would try to remove it. During the entire 
action beneath the target, the depth-charge explosions, 
which were very severe, continued. We took two very 
strong explosions right on the head. Now, we were very 
short of time. Because we did not succeed in locating 
other targets, we decided to return to the rubber din- 


ghies. 


“With the departure from under the STIL, we received a 
shower of explosions from the ship that had gone around 
over our heads. We thought that we had been discovered. 
The shower was so severe that it made me confused. I 
found myself in deep water, swimming back to the STIL 
on which we had attached the mines. I succeeded in 
regaining my strength, with the help of ’Uzi’el, who 
guarded me well. I took a northeast direction, and we 
dove for 20 minutes. Afterward, we changed to a north- 
erly direction, and we dove for another 30 minutes. And 
then, when the echoes of the explosions became more 
distant, I went up for a peek and I familiarized myself 
with the territory. We continued to dive, and after a 
time, we changed over to swimming. I was totally weak- 
ened, and I actually fell asleep while swimming.” 


This action was concluded at Sharm, 20 hours after its 
inception—of which there were eight hours of swimming 
and diving. It was the second of four raids on ’Ardaqah, 
and the first of the two that were crowned with success. 
It was also one of 500 actions, more or less, that the Fleet 
executed on land and sea during the past 45 years. 


The beginning was in the Palmah’s naval group, in 
November 1945, when Yoha’i Ben-Nun, age 21, estab- 
lished with handful of young men, “the group,” which 
thought as was customary in those days, that it knew 
everything and improvised everything: They used ’Aliza, 
the undependable fishing boat of Kibbutz Sedot-Yam, as 
a base ship for sabotage actions within the port of Haifa; 
they prepared mines, from motorcycle tubes, filled with 
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explosive materials and activated by primitive appara- 
tuses; they wore only bathing suits and thought, mistak- 
enly, that coating the body with grease, and swallowing a 
considerable quantity of alcohol, would be enough pro- 
tection from the cold water. 


They imposed a real fear on the British Navy—enough to 
guarantee 500 pounds sterling to anyone who would 
deliver Ben-Nun (then called Fishmann, and was nick- 
named Tigerman), and for the cry of the famous British 
frogman, Commander Crab to be on the alert for the 
group’s underwater struggle. 


A propos of fear, Yoha’i Ben-Nun did not spare it even 
from anyone who wanted to join the group. As he 
recounts: “The acceptance tests were difficult and even 
cruel. The turnover of men was high, because of illnesses, 
exhaustion, and unsuitability to this type of work. We 
would check the level of swimming, the bodily fitness, 
and the mental ability. There was also a bravery test. At 
the edge of the Sedot-Yam inlet, there was an underwater 
cave. The diver had to enter, at a depth of one and a half 
meters, and was required to dive without knowing where 
the narrow cave led. After a few meters, he would see a 
lighted opening, and he had to exit from there. The 
diving distance was about 6 meters, but the candidates 
did not know this fact.” 


“We would sit behind a table, inside a tent, and the 
candidate would stand opposite us. And, in this state, by 
candlelight, we would say to the candidates that this 
group is a business from which 98 percent do not return. 
We used to give them 24 hours to think about it. One of 
the volunteers, who had still never been with a woman, 
exploited the time to visit a hooker in Yaffo, and only 
afterward joined up. We would equip every volunteer 
with 15 piasters, and send him to a photographer in 
Hedera to be photographed and bring a picture, so that 
this would be in the Palmah archives, after their certain 
death in battle.” 


When the War of Independence was over and the navy 
began to become organized, and the thought of a “‘regu- 
lar” naval commando began to hover over the water, 
Ben-Nun was the natural candidate to establish and 
supervise it. He had “the group,” participation as com- 
pany sergeant in battles over Nebi Samu’il (including an 
injury, which was reported in the first phase as a death), 
and the attacks on Egyptian ships, which earned him the 
medal of valor, and Ben-Gurion’s esteem all behind him. 
He joined together all of the elements who dealt with 
naval sabotage, and quickly, the name Fleet 13 was given 
to them—there are those who say that the reason for this 
was the custom of the naval company to raise a cup every 
month, on the | 3th day. Then, the Fleet was also allotted 
its own base, “in the territory that belonged to the 
Palestine Jewish Colonization Association (PICA), in 
the port of Yaffo, overlooking the ruins of an ancient and 
impressive structure...hidden from view, which served 
the British lifeboat unit during World War II.” 
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Ben-Nun started with unconventional recruiting cam- 
paigns (among other ways, while circumventing the 
naval command), and in formulating the laws of fighting 
and the method of training. Because all of the efforts did 
not suffice in creating a large cadre, it was determined 
that the training course would be called the “course for 
naval commando instructors,” in order to conceal the 
limited number. The title “instructors” would be 
attached to the Fleet for many more years of anonymity. 


But, Ben-Nun tried to also attain two goals that appeared 
to one of his superiors, Izi Rahav, as “castles in Spain.” 
He requested to establish a unit of 500 fighters that 
would not be subordinate to the navy, and he wanted, in 
the meantime, to lead the Fleet in the spirit of the 
Palmah. Then chief of staff, Yiga’el Yadin, was invited 
to visit the Fleet and to consider its ability to reach the 
first goal, but the second goal was devoid of any chance. 
The free atmosphere at the base, the disorder, the 
exhibition that it was not prepared as was seen fit, the 
symbol that the men of the unit fashioned for themselves 
(which was “coincidentally” similar to the Palmah 
symbol), the criticism that they freely extended to all of 
the ranks above them, and even the pile of excrement 
that Yadin stepped in, which was not intentional—all of 
these brought about Ben-Nun’s immediate dismissal 
from command over the Fleet. The internal “revolt” that 
broke out as a result of this was quickly ended, but was 
not the last in the history of the unit. 


Yoha’i Ben-Nun returned to command the Fleet in 
September 1957. In the interim, all sorts of develop- 
ments in all areas of activity occurred in it. There was, 
for example, a trip by three fighters in a French tourist 
boat, whose passengers deposited their passports with 
the captain and received special documents in return for 
them, enabling them to go in for a visit in the ports of 
Alexandria, Port Sa’id, and Beirut, and also to photo- 
graph everything in them. There were landings and 
exercises in various islands in the Mediterranean and its 
deserted shores. There was the participation of two 
fighters, Dov Shafir (Berele) and Bo’az ’Atzmon, in a 
naval commando course in England, and, based on 
them, at the initiative of the two, a tough acceptance test 
to the Fleet: a shoreline journey, on foot, for three days 
from Ro’sh Haniqra to Ashqelon, which anyone drop- 
ping out of was failed, with almost no right to appeal. 
‘No one thought whether the method was right,”’ writes 
Alder, ‘‘and whether the physical and mental capability 
to withstand such a journey is the capability required by 
a naval commando fighter. For years, only those who 
succeeded in drawing strength in themselves to with- 
stand the oppressive journey were chosen.” 


In the above-mentioned interim period, there were also 
the “pigs” —pocket-sized submarines intended for two 
fighters, developed by the Italians in World War II, and 
the Fleet began to cultivate and develop them in its own 
style in the early 1950’s. Hertzel Lavon was placed in 
command of this assignment, which was considered 
most secret, and therefore, it was agreed that the first 
vessel that was built in Israel would be called “a pig in 
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Hertzeliya pattern.”’ When the trial hour arrived, Lavon 
requested to submerge to a depth of 15 meters alone and 
to immediately come up. He submerged and returned 
only after half an hour, overflowing with enthusiasm, 
which caused those present to forget the fear that gripped 
them. 


By the way, Alder tells, “despite the great secrecy, the 
only secret of existence leaked actually by an unconven- 
tional means. the Fleet’s Kashrut overseers heard the 
fighters discussing pigs and leaked the knowledge to the 
head rabbi of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), Major 
General Shlomo Goren. They thought that the fighters 
were eating nonkosher meat, and a response to the report 
was not long in coming. Rabbi Goren presented an 
official complaint to the commander of the navy. The 
claims received a more serious touch when the quarter- 
mastership department claimed that there was no reason 
for the fighters to receive the best meal plan in the IDF, 
composed especially in accordance with the hard nature 
of their activity, while they were giving the leftovers to 
the pigs...” 


And another aside. The “pigs” unit was intended to go 
into action in the days of the Qadesh operation, after its 
fighters were parachuted with kayaks in the gulf of 
Sharm al-Shaykh, but, nothing came of this plan (or of a 
few other plans, including a plan to liberate the Parasha 
prisoners). The only fighters of the Fleet who took an 
active part in the Qadesh operation were those who took 
the jump master courses in the paratroopers, as part of 
the standard course of training, and were assigned with 
the battalion that parachuted on the other side of the 
Mitla [Pass]. For a long period of time afterward, when 
the paratroopers earned publicity and the Fleet was 
subject to maintaining secrecy, they often mentioned 
that the man starring in the center of the famous picture 
of the paratroopers entrenching themselves in Mitla was 
actually Sha’ul Ziv, a member of the Fleet (and its 
commander during the Yom Kippur War). 


The secrecy that aroused many complaints within were 
exploited to cultivate the myth of the Fleet to those on 
the outside. “For years,”’ Alder writes, “‘all of the candi- 
dates knew only one thing about their future unit: That 
they were going to a secret unit where no one was 
permitted to know what they were doing there. This 
method was officially adopted by the recruiters. For 
years, little brochures were written, in which the symbol 
of the bat was integrated with a little talk about the 
nature of the course, and at the end of the explanation 
page, they did not forget to add these sentences: 


“As much as will be told about the naval commando, 
most of its iceberg will forever remain hidden beneath 
the surface of the sea, and only the tip of its achieve- 
ments and deeds, in the days on the threshold of war, 
war, and semi-war, become publicly known. But the very 
knowledge that the men of this force are the leaven in the 
dough, lets the one standing to the side guess with his full 
imagination what has already been written in their war 
book, and what is yet to be written in it.” 
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“Such sentences were written when, essentially, they had 
no cover,” adds Alder. 


Regarding the bat, it was fashioned by the Fleet fighter, 
Eliyahu Schwartz, nicknamed “sweet girl,” who was an 
artist in civilian life. After Yoha’i Ben-Nun became a 
naval commander in 1960 and received authorization 
for a special symbol for the Fleet, Schwartz went into 
action and, in his words: “I sought an appropriate 
animal, small and monstrous, that operates on land and 
sea...in the end, I concentrated on the bat, which looks 
very monstrous. It flies in the night, and when it attached 
to something—it does not weaken. And who knows 
better than I, how much this image suits the men of the 
unit. | put the navy’s anchor, the IDF’s sword, and the 
naval mine on the bat.” 


A slogan was quickly added to the bat, and was raised 
with it on a black poster to encourage recruitment into 
the Fleet: “Like the bat bursting forth in the dark, like 
the blade cutting through silence, like the grenade 
exploding in thunder—the naval commando.” The copy- 
writer was a completely new man in the picture. Berele, 
who received command over the Fleet at the end of 
1960, decided that the unit needed a psychologist and 
brought in Dr. Binyamin Shalit, who developed exami- 
nations and sociometric questionnaires, and created 
changes in the recruitment procedures. Subsequently, 
when he caused a storm throughout the country in the 
famous High Court of Justice, with an abundance of 
coalitional explosives in connection with his children not 
being registered as Jews (because his wife was a Chris- 
tian), no one in the Fleet was surprised. Everyone 
recalled his demand not to accept religious candidates 
into the unit, because “to be religious is a symptom of a 
disease.” 


One psychologist who dealt frequently with the Fleet, 
starting in 1969, was Re’uven Gan, subsequently head of 
the entire IDF psychology department. “He desired to 
have standardization within that that appeared to him as 
the ‘madness’ that was called a naval commando 
fighter,” writes Alder. “Accordingly, he wanted to build 
a series of indexes, with the help of which it would be 
possible to identify and sort the appropriate candidates 
even before the course...it was clear to him that, in order 
to be a fighter in the Fleet, one had to be and extraordi- 
nary type, and, therefore, he sought a fighter who is 
drawn to danger, for whom difficulties and efforts are a 
challenge. Not only situations of the danger of death; 
even the situation of entering the cold sea waters every 
morning at the height of winter. Re’uven sought a type of 
fighter who would attach himself to the objective even 
without supervision from above, knowing that the 
uncompromising attachment to the objective could cost 
him his life.”” Not all veterans of the Fleet agreed with his 
determinations and methods, but there is no doubt that 
he managed to reduce the importance of the oppressive 
winter journey as the sole criterion for acceptance. 


Gal’s appearance in the life of the Fleet was renewed a 
short time after one of its best known operations, the 
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assault on Garin Island, at the southern opening of the 
Suez Canal. The Fleet, which hungered for many years 
for a real operational action, and essentially failed—by 
Alder’s claim—in everything that it did in the Six-Day 
War, breathed new air into the War of Attrition. Also 
because of the increased need for small warfare, as well 
as because the frontline in the south passed along water 
features. The fact that, in the meanwhile, the 
QATZHAR command was established, headed by Raful, 
which was responsible for the cultivation of small war- 
fare, also helped. When the proposal to attack Garin 
Island was initially raised, two elite units—the Fleet and 
the General Staff cruiser—fought to get the mission. The 
decision to activate the two of them in concert resulted 
from a simple mathematical fact: The intelligence data 
necessitated lifting 40 fighters onto the island, and 
neither of the two units could supply them by them- 
selves. When the training began, it was decided to cancel 
the assault and attack the Egyptian radar station at 
*Arabiyah. 


For this operation, the paratrooper’s cruiser was allotted, 
which was to undergo accelerated training in swimming 
and water movement. The Fleet insisted on its opinion, 
and forcefully announced that it would be able to handle 
the mission with 20 fighters, instead of the 150 para- 
troopers that were mentioned in Raful’s plans. The 
request of the bat men was granted, and they scored a 
pleasant victory. Prevailing over the target was executed 
as planned, and only two fighters were slightly injured. 
“Now, it was clear to all that the idea of a naval assault, 
which was planned still in the days of the group, before 
the founding of the state, was achievable. This and more, 
there is a preference for the naval commando fighters 
over the infantry soldiers, for it is easier to train the 
naval commando fighters to also execute ground opera- 
tions than to train fighters of the elite ground units, and 
to prepare them as swimmers or divers.” 


Chief of Staff Hayim Bar-Lev, who a year and a half 
earlier had argued that “the navy was living as if on the 
moon,” now wrote to the chief of service: “A complete 
execution of operation Bulmus 5 proved again that there 
is no limit to the execution and planning capability and, 
above all—the self-sacrifice and daring spirit of the 
Israeli diver. I would be grateful to you if you would pass 
on my above esteem to the fighters of the Fleet who took 
an active part in the operation, and especially to Captain 
Sha’ul Ziv, who commanded the assault force.” 


The assault on Garin Island, which was conducted 
during the course of four months, encouraged other 
reactions—primarily because of its high price in blood: 
Almost half of the force’s soldiers were wounded; in all, 
three members of the Fleet and three members of the 
cruiser were killed. “The Fleet, as a fighting body was 
almost wiped out, for all of its defiant fighters partici- 
pated in the action,” Alder writes. In a continuation to 
this, he points out: The IDF’s action on Garin Island 
remained engraved in the public’s conscience as a heroic 
action, and rightfully so, for the fighters on the island 
fought with great heroism. Despite this, through the 
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years debates have been stirred up dealing mainly with 
the question of whether there was even any need to 
execute the action and what it achieved.“ 


He quoted senior naval officers, primarily veterans of 
the Fleet, who said: “I did not understand at all why they 
went on this island...we did not have enough informa- 
tion about what was happening inside the structure of 
the island, and there, too, there were complications. In 
that same period, they were looking for missions, if only 
to show the Jews that the IDF was also doing some- 
thing... There was also fierce competition among the 
paratroopers, the General Staff's cruiser, and the Fleet 
for who would execute actions... I did not understand so 
well why we had to let our blood flow on this island. For, 
just as the air force dealt with the missile battery, it could 
have also dealt with the island.” 


But Ami Ayalon, the navy’s current commander, who 
earned a decoration for heroism in that action, wrote: 
“During the course of my service in the Fleet, I partici- 
pated in many operations as a fighter, as an officer, and 
as commander of the Fleet. To this day, I think that this 
action constitutes a road marker for the operational 
capability of the Fleet. Reconstructing it in retrospect, 
the preparations and the combat conduct were the best 
in which I have ever participated... The action on Garin 
Island was, to a certain extent, our graduation exam as a 
fighting unit... 1 am not coming to lessen the value of any 
one killed. But an operation should not be judged by the 
number of losses alone... This was a unique operation, 
which I am prepared to assume was actually the straw 
that broke the camel’s back...the IDF made an important 
achievement for itself, which was not fleeting.” 


At a later phase, after the achievements and the prob- 
lems of the Yom Kippur War, and when the operations 
in Lebanon and its shores increased, "Ami Ayalon was 
destined to determine the coined principle: It is better to 
have a result of 2:0 than 10:1. In other words, preserving 
the lives of the fighters is the uppermost value in contrast 
to any dramatic achievement. From a certain aspect, this 
was a sort of final judgment in the debate that had begun 
in the early days; whether the Fleet’s missions were to be 
executed “at any price.” 


Yosef Dror, who was already mentioned at the begin- 
ning, very quickly reached the conclusion that this slogan 
must be exchanged for “with all your might.” Ayalon’s 
soccer wording shows the acceptance of this perception, 
and, apparently, also the unavoidable change in the style 
of speech and the level of pathos from the end of two 
generations. 


One of the very unconventional missions imposed on the 
Fleet and its offshoots fell, in part, to reservist Hayim 
Stav. In the 1960's, he was called to dive to the bottom of 
a pool, in the heart of the nuclear reactor at Soreq, in 
order to repair a cable that had been torn. “In Israel, 
there were no suitable diving suits for this mission,” he 
later told, ‘and it was necessary to locate something. It 
was Clear that the body was forbidden to come in contact 
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with the water, which, despite ceasing operations in the 
reactor for some time, was still extremely radioactive. 
Together with Zucker, the Fleet’s rubber expert, and my 
friend Shuga, who helped me, we sealed up the existing 
suit. They wrapped me in lead paper. Over this, I wore a 
wool suit, and over that, the impermeable diving suit. I 
dove into the training pool for four hours with newspa- 
pers wrapped in plastic. I read the papers and checked 
the impermeability of the suit.” 


“The pool in the reactor was not particularly deep... I 
went down into the water while attached to a rope. It was 
impossible to drain air from the suit because of the 
radioactivity, and, therefore, all of the air went up and 
swelled the head... They lowered me a tray, on which 
there were pliers and a screwdriver, but I did not succeed 
in finding the pliers, and I tried to open the cable pin by 
hand. I felt the pin penetrating the suit and making a 
small hold, and I felt wetness on my finger. Of course, I 
did not like this, but there was no choice—I completed 
the work by touch and went out. They immediately 
passed an actinometer over me... They found that I was 
hit by a level of radiation equal to two normal X-rays. 


“Two weeks later, they called me again. This time, the 
second side of the cable tore... I finished the work 
quickly, and then the problems started... I became entan- 
gled in a net that fixed the limits of the very radioactive 
section... I tried to push myself out, and I went into a 
panic.” 


“*T began to think how this would look, that after so many 
years of combat diving in the sea, I would drown at such 
a depth, and inside a pool of a nuclear reactor. After- 
ward, I remembered that panic is the greatest enemy of 
the diver. I started to think. I knew that I had 20 more 
minutes of air... Finally, I got it all untangled... I reached 
the top at the last second.” 


Three commanders of the Fleet became navy com- 
manders: Yoha’i Ben-Nun and ’Ami Ayalon, both of 
them having a decoration for heroism; and Ze’ev Almog, 
who served in this position for six years and 19 days, 
more than any other navy commander. 


Alder’s story does not have an abundance of admiration 
for Almog and says of him, among other things: “He 
received a lot of credit from most of the naval officers. 
Only the Fleet’s officers, who knew his cunning and the 
principle that stayed with him all along the way—the 
goal justifies the means—knew that he would quickly 
reach confrontations with most of those surrounding 
him. And thus, indeed, it happened. 


“Ze’ev decided that everything that had happened 
before his time was not good and must be changed... The 
fear was aroused that Almog would also return the 
many-buttoned bell-bottom pants that the British Queen 
introduced to prevent acts of prostitution... In the course 
of the Peace of the Galilee War, three commanders of his 
top units were caught in an uncompromising problem of 
loyalty that was demanded of them...” 
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“Other commanders did not accept the way in which 
their commander forced his opinion on them, and others 
were personally insulted in many different incidents. 
Thus, it resulted that actually after a period of command 
that had made so many achievements, many senior 
officers went on a campaign of personal meetings. They 
tried to convince those with whom they talked that Ze’ev 
must end his job.” 


“The Fleet’s officers who served with him had many 
additional complaints, that all of them complained 
about his personal and public courage, his fairness, and 
the fact that, in their opinion, he tried to rewrite history, 
to take all of the successes for himself, and pass all of the 
failures onto the others... Ze’ev claimed, in contrast to 
them, that all of those opposed to him were officers who, 
in a certain phase had not been advanced by him and 
that their personal frustration brought about their oppo- 
sition to his actions and his decisions.” 


Another commander of the Fleet, Hanina’ ’Amishav, is 
recalled in the book also because he was dismissed from 
his job, in 1979, in the wake of a training accident 
(which, according to Alder, had no connection to him). 
After the dismissal, all of the Fleet’s officers gathered for 
a meeting with the substitute navy commander “and a 
few of the senior and veteran officers got up from their 
seats and announced that if Hanina’ was dismissed, they 
would all leave the service. Hanina’ decided that he had 
to deal with the matter... He returned everyone to the 
room and explained to them that they were in the 
military, and that they were serving the country and not 
Hanina’, and asked them to calm down and to continue 
to serve with honor. He concluded his difficult and 
painful words. And he left the room and the Fleet.” 


KUWAIT 


AL-SHALL Report Calls For Lower Oil 
Production 

93AE0538A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
24 Jul 93 p 12 


[Text] Kuwait—The weekly economic report, AL- 
SHALL, called on Kuwait to accept, along with the other 
OPEC countries, a reduction of its oil output in propor- 
tion to its quota if Iraqi oil returns to the markets. The 
report states that Kuwait must try to adapt to the new 
financial situation, because there is no other way out of 
the OPEC deadlock. 


The report states that Kuwait intends to raise its average 
output to 1.9 million barrels/day [b/d] to place OPEC 
before a fait accompli, so that OPEC does not pressure it 
as it did in the past. The report states that preliminary 
results indicate that OPEC is not abiding by its produc- 
tion ceiling. 


The following is the text of the report: 
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1. Oil 


Kuwait intends to raise its average output to about 1.9 
million b/d during the current month; this is an easy 
objective technically, given that Kuwait achieved it in 
February 1993. Kuwait apparently wishes to achieve 
higher averages to place OPEC before a fait accompli, so 
that OPEC does not pressure it as it did in February 
1993. We doubt that Kuwait will yield to any pressure. 
The Kuwaiti oil minister receives political support for 
his position in this regard from the Kuwaiti Govern- 
ment, National Assembly, and domestic public opinion. 
Preliminary results indicate that OPEC is not adhering 
to the June 1993 agreement, and more than one member 
is exceeding its quota. In addition, Kuwait has made an 
open decision to produce an additional 560,000 b/d over 
its previous quota. Negotiations with Iraq for Iraq to 
produce and export about 550,000 b/d are apparently 
proceeding positively. This development is due either: to 
Iraq’s fulfillment of conditions with respect to the 
inspection of its weapons, or its fulfillment of conditions 
regarding the monitoring of its exports and the conver- 
sion and use of the proceeds of those exports; or to moral 
pressure on other countries stemming from published 
reports on health conditions in Iraq. This means that the 
third quarter may see output which is approximately 15 
million b/d greater than in the second quarter. This trend 
has begun to affect oil prices negatively. Last week, Brent 
crude dropped below the $16 b/d barrier. 


OPEC began to band together to confront this reality, 
which caused oil prices to rise again. However, nothing 
will be achieved if OPEC continues, as it usually does, to 
think in the very short term and avoid fair solutions and 
any confrontation with its strong members. OPEC 
believes that a longer term plan for the next two or three 
years, which establishes criteria in advance for setting 
quotas, including Iraq’s quota, will be more beneficial or 
less damaging than its previous method of operation. We 
believe that Kuwait must agree, along with the other 
OPEC countries, to reduce the surplus supply in propor- 
tion to its quota, and it must try to adapt financially to 
these facts. We see no other reasonable way out of 
OPEC’s deadlock. 


2. Foreign Investments 


Last Tuesday, the Kuwaiti National Assembly com- 
pleted the last of its sessions by submitting recommen- 
dations regarding foreign investments and the violations 
committed with regard to foreign investments. The rec- 
ommendations were a good conclusion to fruitful ses- 
sions. The main new features of the most important 
recommendations are as follows: 


1. The first recommendation is to set a deadline for the 
submission, within four months, of a detailed report on 
the executive authority’s prosecution activities, a process 
which is vital to keeping the case alive. 


2. The second recommendation is to assign the Audit 
Office’s professional agency to review all violations 
contained in its report and in the report by the National 
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Assembly’s Financial and Economic Committee, delve 
into the details contained in these reports, determine the 
parties responsible for these violations, and prepare a 
detailed report to be submitted within nine months. 


3. The third recommendation concerns the submission 
of a statement on the country’s financial position once 
yearly. This is a constitutional procedure that has not 
been applied. This statement is supposed to cover the 
position of the government’s investments/debts balance. 


4. The fourth recommendation concerns: providing sup- 
port to the Legislative Committee to implement the 
Where Are You From draft law, the Judiciary Authority 
Independence Law, and the Law on the Trying of Min- 
isters; and commissioning a Public Funds Protection 
Committee to determine former ministers’ responsi- 
bility. 


5. The fifth recommendation is to request a report from 
the finance minister on: several deposits held with sev- 
eral banks during the occupation period that were not 
officially recorded until after liberation; and the respon- 
sibility of several parties regarding these deposits, e.g., 
the governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait. It is also 
recommended that this crime be regarded as a state 
security crime, and that the suspects in it be handed over 
to the court in this jurisdiction, with what that means in 
the way of serious, severe punishment. 


The report by the Audit Office and the Financial and 
Economic Committee also contain other recommenda- 
tions not mentioned above. Many of them are of an 
organizational and preventive nature, and have actually 
been implemented by the government. 


This is perhaps the first time that a political organization 
has studied a subject so exhaustively and in such detail, 
and submitted recommendations to extend the auditing 
process to past incidents, maintain continuous moni- 
toring, and implement practical, preventive measures for 
the future. True, this has occurred after a painful, costly 
experience. However, confronting this experience and 
benefitting from its lessons in dealing with its effects are 
perhaps the two main gains of the government, the 
assembly, and the country. The ever persistent weak link 
is the translation of these outlines into reality. We 
believe that the government’s role is basic and will lead 
it to take positive, earnest action to regain the necessary 
stature and credibility, which will pave the way to true 
reconstruction. 


3. The Securities Market of Kuwait 


The market performed more actively last week than in 
any previous week, which led to a rise in its main indices. 
The number of companies registered in the market is still 
43. The number of companies involved in trading is 42 
(one company is not included in the index). The AL- 
SHALL index reading at the end of trading last 
Wednesday was 972 points, a rise of 0.3 points compared 
to the previous week and a drop of 2.8 points compared 
with the value of these companies on January 1990. The 
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value of 19 companies rose, and that of 20 companies 
fell. The prices of two companies did not change com- 
pared to their value on 8 January 1990. 


Approximately 66.48 million shares were traded, at a 
daily average of about 13.3 million shares, which is a 
15.1-percent increase compared to the previous week. 
The value of traded shares totalled 18.59 million 
Kuwaiti dinars[KD] for a daily rate of about [KD]3.72 
million, an increase of 6.8 percent [compared to last 
week]. The number of transactions totalled 1,357, for a 
daily rate of about 271 transactions, a 3.21-percent drop 
[compared to last week]. The National Bank of Kuwait 
was in the forefront of trading, with 8.5 percent of the 
volume and 24.37 percent of the value [of shares traded]. 
It was followed, in terms of volume and value respec- 
tively by: the Kuwaiti House of Financing, with 15.8 
percent and 24.36 percent; Gulf Bank, with 10.1 percent 
and 11.5 percent; and the banking sector, with 44 per- 
cent and 66.4 percent. The volume of transactions 
totalled 1.26 million shares valued at about 504,000 
Kuwaiti dinars. 


SAUDI ARABIA 


German’s Pursuit of Food, Production Areas 
Grows 


93LH0031C London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
20 Aug 93 p 9 


[Text] Hans George Hansmann, director general of the 
Saudi-German Development and Investment Company 
(SAGECO), has revealed a great growing interest by 
German companies in the existing investment opportu- 
nities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and in estab- 
lishing joint industrial projects with Saudi businessmen. 
This interest has grown over the past six months in 
comparison with earlier periods. Hansmann said that 
some 25 German companies are at present seriously 
discussing entering the Saudi market on a large scale, 
through Saudi partners and the establishment of various 
joint industrial projects. 


Hansmann said that the Saudi-German Company for 
Development and Investment Limited was established 
on the basis of an agreement between the Saudi Minister 
of Finance and Economy and the Minister of Economy 
of the Federal German Republic during the fourth 
meeting of the joint Saudi-German committee in 1982, 
which included participants in SAGECO. Its paid capital 
is 10 million Saudi riyals[R]. The parties concerned are 
the Saudi Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 
represented by the General Investment Fund, and the 
German DAG [name as published] for Investment and 
Development Limited representing the German Govern- 
ment. 


Hansmann said that SAGECO is considered a promo- 
tional company, since it carries out promotional services 
whose aim is to encourage the establishment of joint 
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industrial projects and various kinds of long-term coop- 
eration projects between Saudi and German busi- 
nessmen. 


SAGECO director general said that there are several 
fields of cooperation between Saudi Arabia and Ger- 
many. There are three major fields in which many 
opportunities exist. One is the field of petrochemicals. 
Since Saudi Arabia has produced all types of basic 
petrochemicals, there are opportunities to enter the field 
of what has come to be known as “the second generation 
of petrochemicals.” This would facilitate the manufac- 
ture of end products. The second field concerns light 
industries, such as car batteries, packaging materials, 
foodstuffs, and agricultural products. There is also the 
special field of the services industry, since there are 
many industries that need maintenance, operation, and 
spare parts. There is also the field of industries that rely 
on raw material that is available in Saudi Arabia, such as 
the various metals. 


In his statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT Hansmann 
said the main goal of SAGECO company is to facilitate 
promoting the establishment of joint investments that 
would help investors in all the planning, equipping, and 
implementation stages of the joint projects planned to be 
carried out in Saudi Arabia. SAGECO also carries out 
initial contacts with German companies and the other 
EC countries in order to introduce to them the Saudi 
businessman and to promote cooperation between them. 


He added that SAGECO offers Saudi and German 
investors, which are mainly small- and medium-sized 
companies, full support in all the stages of the project in 
order to encourage cooperation between them in the 
field of investment. He said the services SAGECO offers 
include development of ties between businessmen by 
identifying suitable partners both in Saudi Arabia and 
Germany. It also undertakes evaluation of information 
regarding the investment climate in Saudi Arabia and 
the opportunities available for partnership or coopera- 
tion on the basis of using technology or licensing pro- 
duction. The company also gives full support by pro- 
viding consultations, advice, and follow-up on legal 
matters. , 


Hansmann disclosed that SAGECO has carried out a 
comprehensive study of the food sector in Saudi Arabia 
at its own expense, which has led to the conclusion that 
good investment opportunities exist. He said that some 
of the opportunities have already been exploited. The 
company is also financing a food project and is in the 
process of studying other projects. 


He said that SAGECO has prepared a list of select 
investment opportunities in the field of food production. 
He said the company will submit the list to German 
businessmen at a seminar it will organize in the Interna- 
tional ANUGA Food Fair to be held in Cologne on 11 
October. 
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He said that about 20 to 25 Saudi businessmen have 
expressed readiness to participate in this seminar 
together with their German counterparts. 


Hansmann said the study the company carried out shows 
that the volume of the food market is over $100 million 
annually. He said the study SAGECO carried out cov- 
ered 28 products, including baby food, light foodstuffs, 
mineral water, white cheese, biscuits, chocolates, maca- 
roni, corn flakes, chewing gum, packed vegetables, 
tomato sauce, light food such as chips, dried yoghurt, 
and tinned fish and others. 


Hansmann said the outcome of this study will be the 
subject of discussion at the seminar to be held on 11 
October 1993 in the International Fair in Cologne under 
the title: “Opportunities in a Growing Market: Cooper- 
ation in Saudi Food Production.” 


Hansmann said Saudi Arabia will officially participate 
for the first time in an international fair specializing in 
the food industry. 


He added that Saudi foodstuffs have developed during 
the past 10 years, becoming one of the major elements of 
the Saudi economy. It also has forged international ties. 
He said in view of the development of the food industry 
in Germany, Saudi participation in ANUGA will open 
for it wide industrial opportunities. 


He said the object of the seminar is to explore the 
possibilities of cooperation between the Saudi and 
German industrial sectors, in addition to providing a 
platform to discuss expertise and to establish good 
working relations. He said such partnership often begins 
with serious discussions on joint projects, or with a 
request for a feasibility study of some projects that have 
aroused interest. He said that SAGECO last year orga- 
nized a seminar with the Saudi SABCO company on 
plastics and other industries that rely on various raw 
plastic industries. He said that 30 businessmen from 
both sides took part in the seminar and several contacts 
and discussion resulted from it. 


Furthermore, SAGECO offers financial, marketing, and 
management consultations. It also selects the locations 
of joint investment projects by preparing numerous 
economic studies, such as financial evaluations of new 
and existing projects. It also prepares full feasibility 
studies and other specialized studies. 


Additionally SAGECO, in special cases, can participate 
in the joint project’s capital with a token amount and for 
a limited period of time. The purpose is to encourage the 
foreign investor to participate in the project’s capital. 
(The company participated in one joint project). 


Hansmann stressed that joint Saudi-German companies 
in Saudi Arabia have totalled 65, with a capital of R1.74 
billion. These include 22 industrial companies, 33 con- 
struction and building companies, and 10 services, 
maintenance, and operation companies. Hansmann said 
SAGECO has greatly contributed to encouraging the 
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idea of establishing joint companies in general and 
Saudi-German companies in particular. He said out of 
the 65 Saudi-German companies, SAGECO has helped 
establishing 26 joint Saudi-German companies, with a 
capital of R343 million. These joint companies include 
eight industrial companies, eight in construction and 
building, and 10 in the field of services, maintenance, 
and operation. These companies specialize in mechan- 
ical engineering, civil installations, electricity, and elec- 
trical maintenance. 


Hansmann said SAGECO has contributed to preparing 
more than 92 studies, generally market and feasibility 
studies, in addition to sector studies and investment 
Opportunity studies that cover a wide field of industries 
and products. These studies were mostly for medium- 
sized companies. Still, a considerable number of the 
studies were carried out at the request of major Saudi 
and German companies regarded as pioneers in their 
fields. 


SAGECO director Hansmann said that a number of new 
companies are being established on the basis of studies 
carried out by SAGECO. Some of these companies, he 
added, will work in the fields of water treatment, 
printing, ceramics, oil recycling, and a major plant for 
led melting and a car battery factory. 


Social Shame About Work Said To Be Collapsing 
93LHO0025A Jeddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 1 Aug 93 p 2 


[Article by Mu’id al-Husayni in al-Dammam and Ahmad 
Makki in Mecca: “Social Shame Barrier Is Collapsing; 
Saudi Young Men in Very Humble Professions”’} 


[Text] “I started my life as a cab driver and continued to 
study by night until I got my high school certificate. I 
then enrolled in several English language, computer, and 
other training courses and in other theoretical and 
applied courses. I also worked as a photographer for a 
considerable time and then went into business, starting 
from scratch. I built up my life through industriousness, 
struggle, and perseverance.” This is a unique struggle 
story placed before our youth by businessman Sa’d Bin 
Jamil al-Qurashi who, as we have seen, began his life 
from scratch and who is now noted as a remarkable 
example. In addition to all the kinds of sacrifice, perse- 
verance, and industriousness it encompasses, this story 
also contains meanings, lessons, and examples that can 
light the way for our youth who continue to dream of 
elegant offices and numerous privileges that a job will 
give them whereas they possess none of the job’s instru- 
ments or qualifications. 


It is true that there are dozens, even hundreds, of jobs 
that are advertised almost daily. But academic degrees 
and special capabilities and expertise, which are not 
available to most of those looking for work, are required 
to fill these jobs. 


It is true that there are dozens, even thousands, of 
opportunities for employment in the national private 
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sector in vocational and manual jobs that do not require 
higher degrees as much as they require a degree of 
humility. But our youth avoid them with false pride and 
disdain and with feeble justifications that convince 
nobody any longer. 


For example, one finds among the youth those say that 
this or that job doesn’t suit them and doesn’t befit their 
social status. What status do these youth aspire to when 
they aren’t even employed? One also finds those who say 
that if they find a job, the salary is barely enough for 
them personally, not to mention starting a family and 
building a future. But all things start small and then grow 
with serious, persistent, and industrious efforts. One also 
finds those who try to convince one that this or that job 
isn’t acceptable socially and, what is worse, that no man 
would accept them for sons-in-law if they went courting 
his daughters. There are those who exaggerate and who 
try to persuade one that it is a thousand times more 
honorable for them to stay unemployed at home than to 
work as guards, laborers, butchers, or dishwashers at a 
big hotel or restaurant or in numerous other jobs, voca- 
tions, and crafts. Our Saudi youth are not only loath to 
take up such jobs but also to hear about them. So what is 
the solution? These are unqualified youth who have no 
experience to intercede on their behalf. Yet, they want to 
become executives overnight! Meanwhile, they have 
hundreds of employment opportunities in jobs held by 
foreigners. Still, one finds them extremely reluctant to 
take up any of these jobs. This is an extremely complex 
and difficult problem. Its roots have struck deep into 
society and into customs and traditions that are sup- 
posed to urge man to work, advance, and take his proper 
place among his peers in society. Most members of 
society continue to view some simple vocations and 
crafts as “socially disgracing.”” Because of this “snobbish 
attitude,” the youth continue to refuse to take any job or 
to perform any beneficial role for their society. Mean- 
while, they ridicule others and make jokes about 
Saudization, because they have failed to understand its 
real meaning. In one respect, Saudization means, young 
men, that one should accept any job, regardless of its 
pay, sO one can then prove one’s worthiness and eligi- 
bility for promotion, backing, support, and encourage- 
ment. Take the first step so the blocked doors that you 
never thought could be opened will open for you. 


The world is changing rapidly and things are in ceaseless 
motion that does not subside. Meanwhile, you, young 
men, are the only ones who stand still and don’t want to 
change. But the social change that has hit society’s 
structure has stirred all things motionless. It is no longer 
useful for thousands to wait for their jobs to be served to 
them on a gold platter. That old look with which society 
used to view certain vocations, jobs, crafts, and manual 
work has vanished, or has begun to vanish gradually. The 
individual’s bond to his work and his social position has 
become stronger than his old bond, which is based on 
tribal or family ties, in the comprehensive sense of the 
word. From this long prelude, we conclude that for a 
young man to be employed, he has to change his view of 
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things around him, beginning with himself. What follows 
is the role of the religious, educational, and information 
institutions, which should act in unison to entrench the 
value of work per se and to alter the futile mode of 
thinking regarding jobs and vocations. Muhammad, the 
master of mankind and the noblest man, may God’s 
peace and prayers be upon him, tended sheep and sewed 
his own robe. Noah built his ark with his own hands, and 
David was a blacksmith. Is there a more sublime 
example than these men? 


Work as a Social Value 


Dr. ’Ali Mu’addi al-Shahri holds opinions that follow the 
same direction as ours. He believes that one reason for 
this phenomenon is the presence of the wrong man in the 
wrong place. We find that an engineer who is supposed 
to be out in the field sits behind his desk most of the time 
and issues orders to others. Some customs, with their 
faulty and snobbish view of crafts, govern our society. 
With little contemplation, we would find that a number 
of prophets worked in crafts, which we have already 
pointed out. Dr. al-Shahri has added, “Regrettably, 
customs and traditions are no longer governed by reli- 
gious values. This makes society view such crafts as 
‘shameful crafts’ which don’t befit the native citizen. 
Thus, society forgets or ignores what the prophets, God 
peace be upon them, did for a job. 


“There are also those who belittle other people’s jobs. 
This is a faulty behavior that has to be corrected with 
words of encouragement to people who hold such jobs. 
Another reason why the youth avoid some jobs and 
crafts is that some of them select their profession 
wrongly by either emulating their friends or by aiming 
for certain work to fulfill their parents’ wishes. Other 
reasons include lack of incentives, the slow change in 
society’s views, and foreign labor and its influential 
negative role in making the youth avoid some simple 
jobs.” 


To Prove Worthiness and Superiority 


In contrast with these opinions, Ahmad Rida al- 
Husayni, director of the Labor and Workers Bureau 
branch in the holy capital, believes that Saudi youth 
show interest in some kinds of work and exploit all job 
opportunities and that they do not make the conditions 
they made in the past. At the same time, al-Husayni has 
praised the youth who have proved their superiority in 
the fields of technical, vocational, and administrative 
work, adding that the phenomenon of seeking cozy jobs 
has begun to disappear recently and that Saudi young 
men have become amenable to working in all fields. 
Referring to some young men who still seek such cozy 
jobs, whether office or administrative jobs, al-Husayni 
pointed out that the Labor and Workers Bureau employs 
job applicants according to educational level, experi- 
ence, and other elements so they will fit the nature of the 
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job. Moreover, the private sector has begun to under- 
stand the youth’s problems and their need for work. This 
sector has responded to the Labor Bureau in the area of 
job Saudization. 


End of Myth 


Jamal Amin Bakr, manager of the main branch of 
al-Riyadh Bank, has asserted that the myth reiterated in 
the past about the limited capability of Saudi youth for 
office work lives no longer. This is because some jobs 
require capabilities, expertise, and educational degrees. 
Nobody can perform a job he doesn’t know or he doesn’t 
master. 


Al-Husayni said that our youth are entitled to find out 
about the benefits offered by each job in order to entice 
them to take up such a job. The statement that Saudi 
youth look for cozy jobs only is, in al- Husayni’s opinion, 
a mistaken statement and, besides, “‘one cannot general- 
ize.” 


Youth Under the Sun 


In a quick interview in this regard, uncle Husayn al- 
*Ashiri, an inhabitant of al-Qunfudhah, has said that 
some young men look for work in any field, citing as 
proof of this the fact that he has seen young Saudi men 
working in various fields under the blazing heat of the 
sun, thus competing with foreign labor. With this testi- 
mony, we cannot do all the Saudi youth an injustice and 
brand all of them as people who seek cozy jobs. Even 
uncle Sa’id [not identified further] himself is looking for 
a job with a salary of 1,500 riyals to meet life’s expenses, 
which are increasing day after day. 


Work Is no Shame 


These are some of the people concerned with youth 
affairs. As we have seen, they vary in their view of the 
phenomenon. But the thing on which they are unani- 
mous is the presence of the so-called social shame which 
stands as a barrier between the youth and their realiza- 
tion of their wish to work. This attitude is receding 
rapidly with life’s developments and with the passage of 
time. In the remaining part of this article, we will discuss 
the opinions of the youth themselves on the charges 
made against them, the harshest of which is the charge 
that they are inclined to seek cozy jobs only. 


Zahayr Habib al-’Uqayli, a young man, believes that this 
charge was true in the days of the upswing. But now the 
youth may agree to any job offered them, unless it is an 
office boy’s or a dishwasher’s job. It is difficult to accept 
such jobs because of their low material yield and of 
society’s attitude toward them. However, this does not 
mean that a young man should stay home and wait for a 
job to be delivered to him. He should accept one job 
until he gets the chance for a better one. Al-’Uqayli 
added that social customs and traditions are the main 
reason why young men refuse to take up certain manual 
jobs and crafts, saying, “If we accept, for the sake of the 
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argument, that the salary isn’t enough to start a family, 
then what family would agree to marry its daughters to 
such young men?” 


Zuhayr reminds society that the time of the upswing has 
passed and that all it has to do is to apply the saying that 
“there is no shame in work” on the real ground, and not 
just reiterate it theoretically. 


’Ali al-Zahir and Muhammad Hasan al-Fifi, two young 
men, agree with this opinion, focusing in their answer [to 
Our question] on small salaries, which are the main 
reason why young men refuse to take up such jobs. This 
reason is followed by society’s attitude toward those who 
hold such jobs, and by the refusal of families to marry 
daughters to young men who take such jobs. ’Ali al-Zahir 
expressed his willingness to to do any work that requires 
physical capabilities, provided that the wages he earns 
are commensurate with the effort he makes. Appropriate 
wages, not citations of appreciation and encouragement, 
are what is needed. Because he has great ambitions, 
al-Fifi will not accept any job that does not pay high 
wages. If he finds such a job, then he will have to put up 
with society’s views. He may, in such a case, consider 
marrying a foreign woman, because he realizes in 
advance that no man will let his daughter marry him 
while he works in such a job or craft! This is especially 
true if the woman has a good degree of education. In this 
case, she thinks of marrying a man who is right for her 
and who holds a prominent position and a respectable 
job. As an indication of the contradiction within the 
youth themselves, al-Fifi points out how Saudi youth 
abroad take up simple jobs in hotels, restaurants, and 
laundry shops but will not do such jobs at home because 
of the difference of customs and traditions and because 
society views only managers with respect. Muhammad 
*Ali al- Bakri, another young man, does aot stray far 
from his two peers, asserting that society makes a young 
man believe that he has to be a manager, an official in 
charge, the owner of an air-conditioned office with its 
own telephone or else become a nonentity regarded by 
nobody in his society. This goes on at a time when the 
youth are prepared to serve the country in any capacity 
whatsoever. But this faulty attitude is what shackles the 
youth. To backtrack to the salary issue for a final time, 
young man Salim al-Sa’id asserts that what concerns him 
about any job, regardless of how physically demanding, 
is the value of the salary he gets at month’s end. But at 
the same time, al-Sa’id will not accept the job of a guard 
or a restaurant worker, regardless of how much it pays. 
We make at the end of this article the same conclusion 
made by sociologist "Azman Sa’d al-’Azman, namely that 
society’s general view of young men who work in such 
crafts must be changed. Such men continue to be viewed 
as academic “failures.” Else, they wouldn’t have turned 
to these “lowly” jobs, as many see them. Within this 
context, numerous incentives must be given to the youth 
to take up such vocations in order to dispense with 
foreign labor. 
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Subsidies for Agricultural Products Detailed 


93LH0031B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 11 Aug 93 
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[Article by Jamal ’Atabi] 


[Text] The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
last year paid Saudi farmers 6 billion riyals[R] ($1.6 
billion) to purchase their wheat cron. 


The Custodian of the Two Holy Places King Fahd 
Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz said the state has spent generously on 
encouraging and subsidizing agriculture, industry, and 
other sectors. The state, he added, received the 1992 
wheat crop from the farmers, which is valued at more 
than R6 billion, which the farmers received at the 
beginning of the fiscal year. 


While chairing a Saudi Cabinet meeting the day before 
yesterday, the King said that the government will receive 
the balance of the 1992 wheat crop. He instructed the 
Ministry of Agriculture to seek to receive the surplus at 
the first possible opportunity. 


The King put before the Cabinet certain matters con- 
cerning domestic affairs, including matters relating to 
the agricultural sector and the interests of farmers. 


The Cabinet listened to a detailed statement by Saudi 
Minister of Agriculture and Water Dr. Abd-al-Rahman 
Al al-Shaykh. It also heard the views of amirs and 
Cabinet ministers on the most effective ways to organize 
and diversify agricultural products for the benefit of 
everybody. 


On the other hand, it was pointed out that the amount of 
loans the Agricultural Bank has given to farmers since it 
was established totals R23 billion. The loans were on 
easy terms and free of interest for a long period of time. 


The Saudi Ministry of Agriculture and Water is trying to 
provide pesticide to fight agricultural pests, using ground 
squads or spray planes and the use of pesticides with 
rotary irrigation equipment. One of the results of the 
Saudi policy and the tremendous support it provides is 
the current major development seen in the agricultural 
sector. 


As a result, wheat production jumped to 3.1 million tons 
in 1989, which exceeds local consumption. Part of the 
surplus was exported to some European countries, the 
former Soviet Union, China, and 30 other countries. 


Saudi Arabia is renowned for its abundance of palm 
trees, which is the symbol of the state. It is the first the 
world in date production. The number of palm trees 
exceeds 11 million, with an annual production of one- 
half million tons of the best quality dates. Saudi Arabia 
exports a large quantity and donates some to the World 
Food Program. 


Agriculture in green houses seems to be suited to Saudi 
climatic conditions. Production showed a 10-fold 
increase over regular farming. Vegetable production of 
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various kinds increased to 70,000 tons in 1989, foremost 
of which are tomatoes, cucumbers, and flowers. Saudi 
Arabia has become one of the bigger exporters of flowers 
to Europe, particularly Holland. 


Growth in animal products matches growth in agricul- 
tural products, because of increasing demand and the 
incentives the state offered, and is still offering. This 
sector developed from five farms in 1970 to more than 
1,800 projects in 1989. 


The total number of sheep and goats is estimated at 9.4 
million and camels at 400,000. Saudi Arabia is seeking to 
increase this large number of livestock and camels in the 
vast grazing land that covers about 120 million hectares 
of grazing land, which is considered a major source of 
animal fodder. 


Production of chicken that are ready for slaughter 
totalled 260,000 tons in 1989. Egg production increased 
to 2.5 billion eggs in the same year. 


Fish farm production in Saudi Arabia has increased to 
eight million kilos. 


On the other hand, in order to ensure potable water for 
towns and villages, the government implemented several 
integrated projects. 


A large number of sewage treatment and water recycling 
plants for use in agricultural irrigation have been set up. 
This provides no less that 900,000 cubic meters of water 
daily. 


In the field of water desalinization it can be said that 
Saudi Arabia is first in the world. A report on this matter 
that was published in the Saudi media says that the 
number of water desalination plants so far totals 22 
plants. The quantity of desalinated water totals 573.4 
million gallons daily. 


Water desalinization is not confined to coastal towns 
only; it extends into the depth of the Arabian Peninsula. 
Desalinated water supply is available in Riyadh, the 
Kingdom’s capital, about 500 km from the Arab Gulf 
coast. 


The town of Medina is supplied with desalinated water 
from Yanbu’ plant on the Red Sea through a 200-km 
pipeline. Al-Shu’aybah plant on the Red Sea supplies 
water to Mecca and al-Ta’if through a 137-km twin 
pipeline crossing al-Sarawat mountain range. 


Date Set for Enforcing Software Theft Laws 
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[Article by "Abd-al-’Aziz al-Khamis] 


[Text] Riyadh. Saudi and American commercial sources 
have confirmed that the Saudi authorities beginning 
March 1994 intend to enforce the copyright regulations 
in the re of combating software piracy. 
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The sources said this follows the Saudi Ministry of 
Information completing its preparations to enforce the 
regulations, especially after the ministry succeeded in 
fighting audio and video tapes piracy. 


The sources expect the decision to revive the Arabic 
software market after the shops that fall within what is 
termed “computer jungle” in “al-’Ulya” in Riyadh and 
in “Barum” center in Jiddah have stopped software 
copying. 


On the other hand, more than 100 companies and 
establishments specializing in computer products in 
Riyadh agreed to open a joint shopping and display 
center in al-Salihiyah building, which is owned by busi- 
nessman Salih al-Raji’i on King Fahd road. This will be 
the first and biggest complex for the sale of computers 
and software in the Middle East. It is noted that lease 
contracts provide that renting establishments and com- 
panies should not engage in copying original software or 
steal the author’s copyright. 


*Abd-al-Muhsin al-’Ubayd, general manager of the “The 
Computer Castle” company in Riyadh, said owners of 
these places will strictly adhere to refraining from 
pirating, because they realize that this would speed up 
the production of new Arabic software serving Arab 
users and providing for them material for which there is 
a great need. But piracy has reduced the chances that this 
opportunity will materialize, because of the decrease in 
financial returns and the sale of non-original software at 
very cheap prices. 


Al-’Ubayd said computer companies and establishments 
have come to the conclusion that the piracy market will 
shortly stop, which should prompt them to devote atten- 
tion to original products and to distributing them. These 
shops will also devote attention to new technological 
products and be appointed as agents of software compa- 
nies, in addition to aiding Arab software companies and 
establishments. 


The significance of the commercial step taken by the 
computer companies and establishments in Riydah, 
which represent Saudi Arabia as a whole, is an indication 
of the strength of the pressure they are facing in fighting 
piracy, in which some of these companies are involved. 
It also shows that the companies are anxious to consol- 
idate their commercial and moral position before the 
world. This situation has affected Arab trade relations 
with the United States, which has always called for 
stopping talent piracy in these countries. The Saudi 
Government has succeeded in reducing software piracy, 
but the authorities were driven to take this step by 
complaints from Arab software programers that their 
programs are unable to withstand pressures by the 
“Computer Jungle” and because of the encroachment on 
their rights. When the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia joined 
GATT, a number of computer dealers, who in their 
business dealings depend on program copying, expressed 
fear because the organization is concerned with pro- 
tecting copy rights in the markets of its member states. 
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Apparently the fears of those people became more 
serious, when it transpired that the U.S. Microsoft 
company will shortly send its lawyer to Riyadh, as part of 
a U.S. delegation, for talks with Saudi officials regarding 
piracy of intellectual products. The delegation will 
include a number of officials and lawyers of companies 
engaged in computer software production, as well as the 
production of movies, music, books, and other such 
products. Sources have told AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
that the lawyer of Microsoft company has prepared a 
report backed by certified bills from shops in Riyadh, 
particularly in the so-called “computer jungle” in al- 
*Ulya quarter, showing that these places have copied 
software programs produced by the company and sold 
them for approximately $2. The reports indicate that the 
market of the company’s products in Saudi Arabia 
reaches $602 million, of which it receives one percent 
officially and six to seven percent through Esco, its 
agency in Saudi Arabia. As for the “grey market,” in 
which the buyer orders the original program from out- 
side Saudi Arabia by mail and the deal does not go 
through the agent, it reached about $22 million, that is 
3.5 percent, which the agent has been able to reduce to 
2.5 percent. The piracy market is estimated at $573 
million, at the rate of 95.5 percent of the market's total 
volume. This has prompted the American company to 
take strong action to protect its rights. 


Companies Lack Sound Marketing Strategies 


93AE0554A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
26 Jul p 13 


[Article by Hamad Bin ‘Abdul ’Aziz Al al-Shaykh: 
“Saudi Companies and the Crises of Lack of Sound 
Marketing Strategies”’] 


[Text] In conducting the business affairs of his company, 
"Abu ’Abdallah buys all the goods that he thinks he can 
buy and then displays them in his store. From his 
previous experience during the past few years, "Abu 
Abdallah, could sell fifty percent to seventy percent of 
these goods, the rest is usually kept in his store and also 
in his warehouse as a loss. 


This phenomena is not restricted to "Abu 'Abdallah, as 
most of small companies and even some big companies 
face the same problem. 


One of the national companies dealing in cooking oil had 
many difficulties in selling its products as a result of the 
competition from foreign companies, even though the 
products of this national company are one of the best in 
Saudi Arabia. 


With the great increase in commercial activities in Saudi 
Arabia came great competition between different com- 
panies to win both the industrial and the individual 
consumer, especially since the Saudi market is not rela- 
tively big. This led to many difficulties facing the com- 
panies in selling their products and services. This phe- 
nomena means that the companies will not be able to 
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make their expected profits. Sometimes they have net 
losses and may be forced out of business. 


From the point of view of business administration, what 
faces "Abu ’Abdallah and the cooking oil company is lack 
of marketing. Neither one of them is able to sell their 
products because they adopt what is called the concept of 
selling and not the concept of marketing. 


The concept of marketing begins by identifying the needs 
and desires of the consumer and then looks for or 
produces the products that satisfy them. 


The marketing process starts by field research conducted 
by the marketing department of the company in ques- 
tion. Subsequently the company should design the prod- 
ucts that satisfy these needs with participation of mar- 
keting officials. If the company imports the products, it 
should set the specifications of the products that satisfy 
the needs of the Saudi consumer and then import them 
from the producing compar’~s with certain modifica- 
tions to make them compatib™ with the needs of the 
local consumer. 


This concept of marketing is not applied, with the 
possible exception of companies in which the marketing 
activities are managed by foreign partners and also in 
which the Saudi companies work as agents. This kind of 
marketing is also available to the companies the officers 
of which have a deep understanding of marketing. 
Unfortunately the number of such companies is very 
limited. The big computer companies in Saudi Arabia 
are agents for international companies with vast mar- 
keting experience. These companies supervise and direct 
the marketing activities performed by the local compa- 
nies in the Saudi market, as far as setting the goals and 
the marketing strategies and policies. However, these 
Saudi companies are suffering from inadequate mar- 
keting operations due to the inexperience of the foreign 
partners, as far as the Saudi market is concerned. They 
also depend on the name of the products to such an 
extent that the marketing personnel are not adequately 
qualified and have not had the proper training that 
would help them do their job properly. 


There are many other examples, such as the fast food 
restaurants and the home appliance companies. Prior to 
discussing the mistakes of the Saudi companies in mar- 
keting, we have to discuss the modern concept of mar- 
keting and its position in business. 


What is Marketing? 


Marketing means all activities performed by the com- 
pany that aim at identifying the desires and needs of the 
consumer and attempting to satisfy them in producing or 
importing suitable products and delivering them to the 
consumer at an appropriate location for an appropriate 
price. These activities are performed by a department 
that is usually called the marketing department, which 
works in close cooperation with other departments in the 
company, such as the departments of production, 
importing, and distribution. 
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The success of the marketing activity does not depend 
only on the efficiency of the marketing department but 
also on the understanding of the concept of marketing by 
the high- and middle-management and their belief in it. 
Inadequate knowledge of marketing and its importance 
leads to not giving enough financial and human resource 
support to marketing activities or providing products 
that satisfy the consumer. The inability to promote the 
spirit of marketing in the company and its employees has 
negative effects on the company’s success. The lack of 
interest in the consumer, while making decisions related 
to the products such as setting the prices, would lead him 
[the consumer] to look for alternative products that 
satisfy his needs. 


The marketing activities could be divided into four main 
sections—the product, the price, the location, and the 
promotion. The product means producing products suit- 
able for the desires and needs of the targeted consumer 
as far as ingredients, size, and appearance. The price 
means deciding the value that the buyer will have to pay 
for the products. It includes price adjustment and setting 
suitable prices for every market, in addition to specifying 
suitable discounts. Location means the availability of the 
product in stores suitable to the targeted consumer in 
appropriate quantities and display. Promotion means 
notifying the producer of the commodity, its advantages, 
and the extent of its suitability to his needs, as well as its 
location or how to obtain it. 


The success of the marketing activities depends on the 
extent of the availability of sound marketing objectives 
and strategies set by the company’s high management in 
consultation with the marketing department and all 
other departments. Sales volume, market share, and 
profits are the most important marketing objectives. 
Marketing strategies concentrate on the best methods to 
realize these objectives. They normally include classi- 
fying the consumers and choosing the category which the 
company can satisfy its needs. 


Marketing Strategies 


Few Saudi companies have specific marketing strategies, 
in particular those small companies that have one objec- 
tive—usually profit. A few companies may have other 
objectives. The resources company would like to have a 
bigger market share in the grocery business by estab- 
lishing “Mead” stores in many areas. The high cost for 
Opening stores and the big competition from the tradi- 
tional grocery stores makes it difficult to make profits 
especially over the short term. 


The modern marketing method has been adopted by 
Mead and followed by the young generation consumers 
targeted by this kind of service. The high percentage of 
this group among the Saudis and the widespread of these 
stores highlight the long term objectives of Mead. 


A very limited number of Saudi companies set strategies 
for their marketing activities. Even if they exist, such 
strategies are usually wrong. Imitation is one of the most 
favorable strategies, especially by those who are new in 
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the market. a few years ago we had the wave of the gas 
Stations and malls. Now we have the wave of the 
fast-food restaurants. This might be due to many rea- 
sons, including decreasing the risk. If others succeed in a 
Certain project, this means that the project is successful, 
giving a higher guaranty of success than those projects 
that have never been done before. 


The imitators do not study the market and do not specify 
the demand for the commodity or the service that they 
want to provide the consumer. They do not even specify 
a suitable price or location. This leads in many cases to 
losses and a quick exit from the market. Many gas 
stations closed and many Burger King restaurants did 
not have the same success that others enjoyed. 


Among the companies that succeeded in setting sound 
marketing strategies are Savola, Cocoa Cola, and Toy- 
ota. Savola made itself a friend of the family, especially 
the women, by providing products marketed as products 
that help raise a healthy and happy family. Coca Cola’s 
entrance into the Saudi market gives a good example of 
setting marketing strategies and also highlights their 
importance. After a long absence Coca Cola came back 
to find the market dominated by Pepsi Cola. It chose a 
strategy that might be called the cream of the crop by 
setting prices higher than those of Pepsi to give the image 
of a quality product. This was coupled with an unprec- 
edented advertising campaign. Coca Cola decided not to 
enter a price war with Pepsi because this would not be in 
the interests of either company and would not help Coca 
Cola gain a good market share. 


Coca Cola wanted to establish its name in the market 
first and then attempt to realize the second goal, which is 
gaining a bigger market share through lowering its prices 
and making them equal to those of Pepsi, so that 
consumers who did not switch to Coca Cola when prices 
were higher would do so after they had the idea that Coca 
Cola has better products. 


It was expected that these activities would be accompa- 
nied by a big promotional campaign. Pepsi Cola sensed 
the danger of Coca Cola’s reentrance into the Saudi 
market and started a similar but somewhat smaller 
campaign, because of its conviction that it dominates the 
market. Pepsi started offering bottles similar to those of 
Coca Cola, in order to prevent Coca Cola from having 
any advantages in the market. 


Price 


It is very rare to find Saudi companies that use prices as 
an effective tool in marketing. Setting prices mainly 
depends on personal opinions and experience and some- 
times on the factors of supply and demand. It also 
depends on imitation. Setting prices usually depends on 
the costs and the profit margin required by the company. 
It is very rare to put the consumer in consideration while 
setting the prices. Prices are one of the effective short- 
term marketing tools. Setting the price depends on the 
willingness of the consumer to pay a certain amount of 
money for a commodity or service. Based on the targeted 
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consumer the company sets the price that such group 
would be willing to pay. Supplying a high quality product 
with a high price to a limited income group means that 
they would not buy it. On the other hand providing a low 
price, high quality product to a high income group would 
not be successful. The first group is motivated by the 
price. It looks for the lowest price when making a 
purchase decision. On the contrary the second group 
would be willing to pay a higher price provided that it is 
convinced of the quality of the product. To this group a 
low price means low quality. For example, Lexus cars are 
one of the best cars in the world, but there is a group of 
people that prefer to pay a higher price for other cars, 
because it looks for features not provided by Lexus, 
especially the very high price that means quality to these 
people. In addition to being a status symbol. There are 
many people who own or would like to buy Lexus 
because it is a suitable product for them in both price 
and quality. 


The best example of using prices to realize an objective 
other than profits in the short term is when Coca Cola set 
higher prices than those of Pepsi to convince people they 
have better quality. 


The correct method of setting prices starts by knowing 
the desires of the targeted consumer and providing a 
suitable product against a suitable price. After specifying 
the marketing objective the company would like to 
realize either in the short- or long-term. 


Location 


Location means supplying the product in stores and 
markets suitable to the consumer through distribution. 
Wholesale merchants are one of the most important 
marketing channels in Saudi Arabia. Some companies 
and factories used direct marketing methods. Dairy, 
pharmaceutical, and soft drink companies deliver their 
products to the retailers and to the consumer directly. 


Wholesale merchants still dominate distribution of 
many consumer commodities such as food and home 
appliances. Some companies distribute their products 
through many channels. Some home appliance compa- 
nies, such as ‘Ibrahim Shakir, distribute their products in 
their own stores, while there are other companies who 
depend on the wholesale merchants and the retailers. In 
the industrial market, the companies usually distribute 
their own products due to the high volume and the need 
to supply products that have certain specifications and 
certain after sale services. 


Distribution is one of the most important marketing 
factors that affect the success of companies that depend 
on their abilities to deliver their products to the final 
consumer. 


Regardless of any success in other marketing activities, 
such activities will not have the required affect without 
having a commodity available to the consumer. In its 
attempt to gain a bigger market share in the Saudi 
market, Coca Cola depends on its ability to establish 
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distribution centers to compete with those owned by 
Pepsi, especially since the strategy followed by Pepsi was 
to divide the Saudi market into areas where independent 
companies take care of manufacturing and distribution 
depending on long experience and strong relations with 
the wholesale merchants and the retailers. Such a 
strategy would make it very difficult for Coca Cola to 
gain a good market share in the short term, especially 
since the proximity of Pepsi Cola’s factories to the large 
population centers enables it to deliver its products 
efficiently and quickly. Coca Cola may have to build 
plants in every region to compete with Pepsi. 


Another example of the effect of distribution on the 
success of companies is the efficiency of ‘“al-Mara’i” 
Company in distributing its products to the extent that it 
distributes them in many neighboring countries, helping 
it to become the biggest dairy company in Saudi Arabia. 
The modern industry’s company agent of Proctor and 
Gamble, is very efficient in distributing its products, 
especially through wholesale merchants. 


Inefficiency in distribution leads to the inability of some 
Saudi companies to realize the required success in the 
market. The best example of that is Petromin Oil Com- 
pany. Companies such as Mobil and Shell dominate the 
market. Petromin was not able to compete with them 
during the past few years despite the high quality of its 
product. This is due to Petromin’s inability to deliver its 
products to many areas in Saudi Arabia. This inability 
and the weakness of other marketing activities, pre- 
vented Petromin from achieving the expected success. 


Promotion 


Promotion includes the activities aiming at informing 
the consumer of the commodity’s existence, advantages, 
and ability to satisfy his needs. It also includes informing 
the consumer of how to obtain it and its place of 
availability. These activities include advertising, sam- 
ples, contests, gifts, packaging, and direct mail. 


Among the Arab countries, Saudi Arabia spends the 
most on advertisement. This includes advertising on TV, 
in newspapers and magazines, and on billboards. This is 
due to the effect of the foreign partners who direct the 
marketing activities in Saudi companies. If it were not 
for the local entrepreneurs, the marketing budget would 
have been much less due to their lack of knowledge of the 
importance of marketing and advertising. Most Saudi 
businessmen consider advertising as merely informing 
the customer of the commodity and its availability in the 
market. The biggest advertisers in Saudi Arabia are 
"Abdel Latif Jamil Group, the Toyota agent in Saudi 
Arabia, and the Modern Industry’s Company, the agent 
of Proctor and Gamble (one of the world’s largest 
producers of detergents). We would find that Toyota and 
Proctor and Gamble play a major role in setting the 
advertising objectives and strategies and even designing 
the ads. This is clear from the quality of the commercials 
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that are displayed and spread in many countries, 
including the Arab countries with some occasional mod- 
ifications. 


Advertising is the most important and most expensive 
promotion activity. It usually aims at informing the 
consumer of the availability of the commodity in the 
market, its advantages, and the means to acquire it. It 
also encourages the consumer to acquire the commodity. 
Advertisements differ according to the objectives and 
strategies and also the media of advertising. As far as 
objectives go, there is a kind of advertisement that aims 
at informing the consumer of the availability of the 
commodity in the market and its characteristics. It is the 
most used kind of advertising in Saudi Arabia. It has a 
short-term objective. Its common use, especially by 
small companies, is due to the fact that those responsible 
for marketing in these companies are not aware that 
there are other objectives to advertising and also to the 
ineffectiveness of the officials in the advertising agen- 
cies. 


We rarely see any commercials that have specific objec- 
tives, such as building up a good reputation for the 
commodity, like those of Savola and Toyota. The com- 
mercials of most companies, especially the small ones, 
lack the principles of good design. They do not have a 
specific objective, a target category of consumers, good 
design, or a suitable advertising media. This might be 
due to the lack of awareness of the marketing officials 
and the advertising agencies officials of the basics of 
advertising. Most of these advertisements are handled by 
officials who do not have enough qualifications and 
experience. Because their only objective is a financial 
one, they concentrate on pleasing the officials in the 
companies, regardiess of whether these advertisements 
serve the objectives of the company. The important 
thing is that there is a commercial that is printed in the 
newspapers or broadcast on TV and that it carries the 
name of the producer and the name of the company. The 
producers of these commercials banned the inadequate 
use of women in these commercials in attempt to save 
money for the companies that was spent on commercials 
that depend on beautiful women, singing, and music to 
attract the attention of the audience. This mistake is still 
made; as an example, there is a commercial in which the 
children sing, using an illegible language and a non-Saudi 
dialect. Such commercials are not useful to the compa- 
nies if compared with the commercials al-Mara’i Com- 
pany whose commercials are based on a study of the 
Saudi consumer, and they have specific objectives and 
strategies. 


Other methods of promotion widely used are contests, 
samples, and seasonal sales. Big companies use contests 
for marketing the products. Samples are rarely used 
except by companies that produce cosmetics, such as 
soap, shampoo, perfumes, and household detergents. 


Reasons for marketing problems in Saudi Arabia 


The reasons for the marketing problems in Saudi Arabia 
could be summed up as follows: 
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1. Dependence on non-Saudi marketing experiences in 
directing, guiding, and implementing marketing activi- 
ties. Most of these experiences are either artisticly weak 
or unaware of marketing. They lack experience in the 
Saudi market and knowledge of the Saudi consumer. 


2. Lack of Saudi marketing expertise. This is due to the 
inviolability of financial and moral incentives in Saudi 
companies and the inviolability of the training programs 
capable of training Saudi marketing officials. Saudi 
universities do not have good programs in this field. This 
is due to the dependence on foreign faculty from other 
countries that are not advanced enough in business 
administration and marketing. Teaching in the universi- 
ties depends on imported methodologies based on 
looking for grades before knowledge. There are also 
numerous shortcomings in the marketing field research 
that depend on Saudi market studies. The program of the 
marketing division in the general administration insti- 
tute is the most important step towards preparing Saudi 
marketing officials based on teaching knowledge and 
skills using a modern method, rather than mere memo- 
rization of the textbooks. The institute has great capa- 
bilities and seeks to develop a training program for 
experts in Saudi and foreign markets. In addition there 
are the efforts exerted at King Fahd University and King 
Saud University that have programs for a BA in mar- 
keting and other programs for MBA. 


3. The lack of awareness of many businessmen of the 
importance of marketing and its effect on other activities 
and subsequently on the success of companies. Many of 
these people became businessmen without previous 
experience in business. On the other hand there is a 
category of young businessmen who have become very 
effective in marketing activities in Saudi Arabia using 
sound marketing methods. 


4. The unavailability of specialized organizations that 
provide marketing and consultation studies. Such orga- 
nizations are very few and depend on foreign experts 
with limited knowledge and experience in the local 
market. Subsequently many investments are based on 
guessing and forecasting based on personal estimates. 
Most sound marketing studies in Saudi Arabia are cur- 
rently conducted by Saudi companies that believe in the 
important role of marketing or by foreign companies 
especially Japanese and American. 


Saudi Marketing Society 


As of writing this article, | do not know if there is an 
Organization interested in marketing in Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf, with the exception of the Gulf Marketing 
Society, which has very limited activities especially in 
Saudi Arabia. I hereby propose the establishment of a 
Saudi marketing society with the participation of the 
Saudi Chambers of Commerce, businessmen, marketing 
officials, and experts in companies and Saudi universi- 
ties in order to contribute to developing the marketing 
concept in Saudi Arabia and to helping businessmen to 
succeed in their efforts by following correct marketing 
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methods in an efficient way. The objective of such a 
society would be to develop the marketing concept in 
Saudi companies by doing the following: 


1. Offering marketing training courses to company offi- 
cials, whether in marketing departments or in other 
departments. 


2. Sponsoring seminars and conferences on marketing in 
Saudi Arabia. 


3. Organizing lectures to be delivered by experts in 
marketing and business administration, either from 
Saudi Arabia or from countries advanced in this field. 


4. Spreading marketing awareness in Saudi companies 
by publishing books, magazines, newspapers, and peri- 
odicals and by establishing a library of marketing and 
administration books and periodicals. 


5. Providing marketing consultations to Saudi compa- 
nies. 


6. Conducting Saudi market studies. 


7. Setting up a marketing information bank to help Saudi 
companies to develop and implement their activities. 


ARABSAT Leases Syria Satellite Channel 


93LH0025B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
16 Aug 93 p 9 


[Article by Mustafa Shihab: “ARABSAT Leases Syria 
Satellite Channel for Five Years”’] 


[Text] Riyadh—Sa’d al-Budnah, director of the Arab 
Satellite Communications Organization (ARABSAT), 
has announced that a five-year agreement was concluded 
with the Syrian Government in Damascus last week to 
lease Syria a “‘satellite channel” within the [?7KU beam]. 
In statements to AL-HAYAH, al-Budnah pointed out 
that “transmission through the leased channel will begin 
in mid-1966,” noting that this channel belongs to the 
second generation of ARABSAT satellites, which are 
expected to begin operation as of the above date. 


Last April, ARABSAT signed an agreement with Aero- 
special, a French firm, to manufacture the second gen- 
eration of its satellites. At the time, the agreement called 
for manufacturing two satellites and for launching one 
while keeping the other in storage to be launched when 
the need arises. 


The value of the contract, signed on the Syrian side by 
*Abd-al-Nabi Hijazi, the general director of radio and 
television, is $15 million. But al-Budnah has noted that 
Syria will receive a 7-percent annual discount for 
advance payments. The signing ceremony was attended 
by Syrian Information Minister Muhammad Salman and 
Communications Minister Radwan Martini. 


Besides, al-Budnah refused to comment on reports 
speaking of Egypt’s inclination to launch its own satellite 
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(NILESAT) and reports speaking of a plan to begin 
transmission through a second Egyptian space channel 
next October. 


In this regard, al-Budnah said, “We are awaiting notifi- 
cation from the Egyptian administration.”” He under- 
lined the cooperation existing between ARABSAT and 
the Arab Republic of Egypt, noting that there is full 
coordination between the organization and the Egyptian 
ministries of information and communications on their 
needs from the current and next generations of 
ARABSAT satellites. 


Al-Budnah said, “Egypt has its influential presence in 
the organization, which includes the Arab countries. 
Moreover, it (Egypt) is a member of the organization’s 
current Executive Board which includes nine members 
who represent nine Arab countries.” 


ARABSAT announced a few days earlier that its fourth 
satellite (A-D)}—(Canadian satellite INC D 2) previ- 
ously—reached its orbit at 20 degrees east on 2 August 
1992. 


The organization said that its satellite, which haa com- 
pleted its orbital tests on the fourth of this month, 
became ready for commercial operation as of yesterday 
and that it will begin shortly television transmission for 
the channels leased to private sector companies. 


In another development, technical circles to which AL- 
HAYAH has talked have pointed out difficulties facing 
Egypt’s inclination to launch its own satellite, noting out 
that Egypt’s use of ARABSAT satellites reduces its costs 
by more than fifty times. 


These sources said that Egypt will need more than five 
years before it can launch such a satellite, noting that 
three years will be needed to draft the maps for such a 
project and no less than 30 months will be needed by the 
satellite-manufacturing company to produce the satel- 
lite. 


SUDAN 


UN Delegation Counselor Interviewed 
93AF0807A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 6 Aug 93 p 6 


[Interview with Siraj-al-Din Hamid, counselor to the 
Sudanese UN Mission, by Jamal Khashuqji in New 
York; date not given: ““Khartoum’s UN Mission Coun- 
selor to AL-HAYAH: Distortion Campaign Accusing 
Sudan of Involvement in New York Plot’’] 


[Text] New York. In one of the tapes held by the FBI as 
evidence against those charged with staging the New 
York explosions, Siddiq Ibrahim, the man accused of 
heading the “terrorist” group, tells "Imad Salim, the 
Egyptian officer cooperating with the FBI, that he has 
friends at the UN building who can facilitate the intro- 
duction of a vehicle into the building. 
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This conversation took place within the context of the 
planning to blow up the building, according to the FBI. 
Consequently, speculation was started in an attempt to 
define Siddiq’s “friends” and it led to two Sudanese 
diplomats working in the Sudanese UN mission, namely 
Siraj-al-Din Hamid and Ahmad Yusuf Muhammad. An 
Egyptian magazine went so far as to assert that the 
United States has ordered expulsion of the two men. 
Meanwhile, there has been renewed talk among press 
commentators about Sudan’s connection with interna- 
tional terrorism. But the clamor hasn’t gone beyond 
media bounds. U.S. authorities haven’t questioned the 
two Sudanese diplomats and the U.S. media have 
avoided mentioning particular names. Meanwhile, it has 
been reiterated that both names have come from the 
same source, namely the Sudanese opposition that found 
in the New York incident its chance to settle its accounts 
with the government. 


AL-HAYAH has interviewed Siraj-al-Din Hamid, who is 
a counselor to the Sudanese diplomatic mission and one 
of Sudan’s prominent attorneys, especially in interna- 
tional law, and who worked for several years at a law 
office in Riyadh before accepting his latest job. The 
opposition characterizes him as a leader of the Islamic 
National Front leader, the party with the strong influ- 
ence within the Sudanese regime. However, Siraj-al-Din 
asserts that the front was dissolved, along with the other 
Organizations, in wake of the 1989 coup. He doesn’t 
conceal his Islamic tendency. He was known as a student 
leader in Sudanese universities in the 1970’s and early 
1980’s—‘“‘I was front member when there was an Islamic 
National Front. Now, I am a diplomat who serves his 
country.” 


Siraj-al-Din Hamid is specialized in human rights issues 
and he participated, as a member of the Sudanese 
delegation, in the activities of the latest human rights 
conference in Vienna. This is why the interview with the 
man has focused on the New York issue and on human 
rights. Following is the text of the interview: 


{[Kashuqji] When did you learn of the New York World 
Trade Center explosion and how is it that your name has 
been mentioned as a collaborator with the suspects? 


[Hamid] -I learned of the issue on Friday, 25 June 1993, 
while I was participating with the Sudanese delegation in 
the international human rights conference in Vienna. I 
heard that it was possible that Sudanese diplomats were 
involved in the plot. With the conference concluded, I 
was in New York on the following day and I was 
surprised to see my name and the name of one of my 
colleagues published in an Arab newspaper as part of the 
premeditated distortion plan against Sudan. 


{[Khashuqji] But the ABC network is the network that 
made the reference to Sudanese diplomats. 


[Hamid] Yes, but it didn’t mention names. These people 
are careful to verify the facts because broadcasting faulty 
or tendentious reports affects their credibility and gets 
them embroiled in legal problems. It is evident that my 
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name and the name of my colleague were leaked by 
circles that couldn’t offer any evidence of what they 
alleged. 


[Khashuqji] Were you subsequently subjected to any 
interrogations or questioning by security authorities or 
by the U.S. State Department? 


[Hamid] Not at all. Insofar as the Sudanese Permanent 
UN Mission is concerned, the matter was closed when 
Ambassador Ahmad Sulayman issued a statement 
denying that the mission has any connection with the 
incident. 


{[Khashuqji] Within the mission, do you expect other 
ramifications from this issue, and what could develop? 


[Hamid] I don’t expect other ramifications from this 
issue. The people concerned in the United States are the 
first to know that we have no connection with the 
incident. There is no doubt that Sudan is targeted 
politically by certain circles that seek to link its name 
with the incident, to distort its image, and to attach the 
charge of terrorism to it. Regrettably, I believe that they 
have succeeded to a degree in this regard, but only at the 
level of the media, which kicked up a storm that has 
influenced the U.S. public. But now they have gone silent 
on the issue because they have found nothing to support 
their claims. 


{[Khashugqji] There are endeavors in the United States to 
include Sudan as a terrorism-sponsoring country. What 
has the mission done to deal with the issue, especially 
since you are specialized in human rights? 


[Hamid] The U.S. administration was the first to 
become aware of the false nature of the allegations 
seeking to link Sudan to terrorism. All that goes on is 
nothing more than political allegations supported by no 
evidence. Sudan has denied officially that it has any 
connection with the so-called returnees from Afghani- 
stan or with foreign circles that train their elements in 
Sudan “because the only training camps we have are for 
training Sudanese citizens within the framework of a 
complete compulsory service plan. Such training exists 
in most countries of the world. Some circles have tried to 
depict these camps as terrorist camps whereas the U.S. 
administration can verify how true is this allegation, 
considering that it has a well-equipped embassy in Khar- 
toum. Washington is aware that this allegation is false. 
This is why Sudan’s name hasn’t been included in the list 
of terrorist-sponsoring or exporting countries. We 
believe that all that is going on is just pressures to dictate 
a certain policy to Sudan. [quotation marks as published] 


[Khashuqji] If Sudan is innocent of the charge of human 
rights violations, then how do you explain the ceaseless 
talk about such violations in the media, in international 
circles, and in the statements of prominent officials who 
have condemned human rights violations in Sudan, as 
well as in a UN resolution that was issued in a previous 
session and touched on this issue? 
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[Hamid] The resolution you have noted was issued in the 
previous session and it didn’t contain a single word of 
condemnation. Rather, it expressed the General Assem- 
bly’s concern over human rights conditions in Sudan. It 
was confined to the issues of refugees and torture, as well 
as other issues. It was evident then that the resolution 
was a political act aimed against Sudan and connected 
with certain circumstances which developed in Southern 
Sudan when two Sudanese citizens, one of them working 
for the USAID [U.S. Agency for International Develop- 
ment] and the other in the aid office belonging to the 
European Community, were executed after being tried 
for collaborating with the rebel forces. The two men had 
guided the rebel artillery while it shelled the city of Juba 
(the capital of Southern Sudan), using a radio belonging 
to the USAID. Hundreds of casualties were suffered as a 
result of the shelling of the city that swarmed with 
civilians, and not just military men. 


Because of this incident, which aroused the Americans’ 
resentment, the United States decided to have the UN 
General Assembly issue that resolution in order to force 
Sudan to agree to concessions connected with the course 
it has chosen to manage its affairs and also to harass 
Sudan because of its total independence in its political 
decisionmaking and in its foreign relations. 


{Khashuqji] Why do you insist that there are no human 
rights violations in Sudan when this country is a part of 
the Middle East, where such violations are recorded? 


[Hamid] There are no human rights violations in Sudan. 
One cannot compare Sudan with other countries, 
whether in terms of political detainees, of methods used 
with prisoners, or of general climate. The Sudanese are 
well-known for their tolerance and for avoiding the 
rough approach. What is reiterated about violations and 
torture is incompatible with the Sudanese character. 


[Khashuqji] But you are facing a tempestuous flood of 
accusations that are reiterated not just by the opposition 
but also by international organizations, such as Amnesty 
International and Africa Watch. 


[Hamid] This is true. There are nongovernmental orga- 
nizations that have been interested in Sudan since June 
1989. One can link Sudan’s proclamation of its Islamic 
tendency with the extreme hostility these organizations 
harbor for this tendency. Moreover, the Sudanese oppo- 
sition abroad has a role in distorting Sudan’s image and 
transmitting false information about it, such as the talk 
about “ghost houses.”” These opponents have sold them- 
selves for the cheap price of a good stay abroad—in 
Europe and the United States—and have sacrificed 
Sudan’s reputation. Efforts are needed to eliminate the 
distortion they have created. 


They have invented the phrase “ghost houses” out of 
nothing, and this phrase has been well-received by the 
capricious because of the mystery and excitement it 
evokes. The truth, recorded in official Sudanese and 
non-Sudanese papers, refutes the story altogether. Dr. 
[?Pero], an independent expert, visited Sudan as an 
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envoy of the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva. 
He visited all places and inspected all prisons and cities 
but found no trace of them and no person to talk to him 
about torture in ghost houses. In his report, Dr. Pero 
lauded the standard of care provided by Sudan’s prisons, 
which makes them among the world’s most distin- 
guished prisons. These statements are documented in a 
report Dr. Pero submitted to the United Nations last 
February. 


[Khashuqji] The international human rights conference 
that was convened in Vienna was distinguished by the 
fact that it raised the issue of varied viewpoints on 
human rights between north and south, rich countries 
and poor countries, eastern countries and Western coun- 
tries. It also discussed the conditions in Sudan, which 
made it necessary for you to participate. Was it difficult 
for you to participate? 


[Hamid] The Vienna conference was one of the most 
important conferences convened in this connection in 
the 20th century. The reason is that it sought to amend 
the international [UN] human rights proclamation so as 
to make it compatible with the new world order. It 
raised, for example, the issues of democracy and respect 
for human rights. It discussed the issue of state sover- 
eignty and created pretexts to abolish the principle of 
nonintervention in the affairs of a state violating human 
rights and to introduce the principle of making aid 
provided by international financial organizations condi- 
tional, linking this aid to respect for human rights in the 
developing countries. This is why the conference was 
very important. Sudan was interested in it and it sent to 
it a large delegation that was headed by Justice Minister 
*Abd-al-’Aziz Shiddu, his deputy, and Mahdi Ibrahim, 
head of the Political Affairs Directorate of the Foreign 
Ministry. Sudan’s performance at the conference was 
very Outstanding because we had kept up with the 
conference’s preparatory activities for a long time. 


We were able to foil the plan to establish an international 
human rights court. We were also able to confirm the 
developing countries’ right to development. We were, 
moreover, able to check the issue of linking aid to respect 
for human rights. We opposed the appointment of a high 
commissioner for human rights. This issue was post- 
poned until the 48th session of the UN General 
Assembly, and the conference emerged with a balanced 
final statement. 


{[Khashugqji] If Sudan respects human rights, then why 
did you take the positions you have mentioned— 
positions which make it look as if you are opposed to the 
inclination of powerless peoples and, consequently, as if 
you are in the same boat with governments that actually 
violate human rights and persecute their peoples? 


[Hamid] We must clarify our abovementioned positions 
on the plan to create a human rights court. This was a 
purely legal procedural position because we find it nec- 
essary that human rights crimes be defined because they 
haven’t been defined to date. Nobody can be brought 
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before a court if his crime isn’t defined. If a court is 
established in light of the conditions under which we 
live, the door would be opened to selectivity, double 
standards, and involvement of the political element. 
Thus, the court will try whomever it wishes and disre- 
gard whomever it wishes. This is why we proposed that 
action be carried out within the framework of the sixth 
legal committee to create such a court. If the issue is 
referred to the International Law Commission in 
Geneva, it will be handled by legists, not politicians. 
Because the conferees agreed in advance not to raise 
regional issues, the discussion was about generalities 
connected with drafting a new amended charter. The 
conferees avoided the discussion of sensitive issues, such 
as abolishing the death penalty. If this issue had been 
raised, it would have been normal for us to raise the issue 
of establishing the limit that exists in Islamic law and 
over which we refuse to bargain. Our position wasn’t one 
of hostility to human rights but just a procedural posi- 
tion intended to prevent the misuse of the proposed 
laws. Our Islamic world’s experience with the West 
hasn’t been a good one. It suffices to point out occupied 
Palestine and Bosnia to prove our position. We proposed 
alternatives, including a proposal to adopt a provision 
on establishing an international human rights court 
while omitting the provision calling for creating this 
court. The Sudanese proposal, stating that the “‘interna- 
tional human rights conference views with appreciation 
the efforts exerted by the International Law Commission 
to draft a law for an international criminal law,” was 
adopted. 


{[Khashugji] There is diversity in the concepts pertaining 
to human rights. Did you discuss this issue? 


[Hamid] This is true. In the West, they give priority to 
the individual’s rights. We in the Orient balance the 
individual’s right with society’s right and we find that 
group interest takes priority over individual interest. 
The democracy issue falls within this context. Democ- 
racy cannot, of course, be rejected. But we discussed it in 
general terms, considering that there are varied and 
numerous forms of democracy, including the concept of 
shura as understood by Muslims. Even though the shura 
concept is broader and more comprehensive than the 
concept of democracy, Westerners focus ordinarily on 
pluralism and we give priority to consultation, free 
expression, protection of fundamental rights, and pres- 
ervation of the individual’s dignity. This is why a bal- 
ance had to be established at the conference. 


[Khashuqji] Let us return to the issue of the Sudanese 
accused of planning terrorist acts in New York. What is 
the Sudanese mission’s responsibility for them? 


[Hamid] We are not responsible for the acts they commit 
in their personal capacity. Our responsibility is confined 
to providing them with services, such as renewing their 
passports and papers. If they ask us for any assistance, 
we consider their requests. Their presence here as legal 
residents makes them accountable to U.S. laws. 
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There are thousands of Sudanese citizens who live in the 
United States. But we don’t have any personal relations 
with any of them. I remember some faces because they 
come to the mission or they participate in the Sudanese 
community’s celebrations. 


{[Khashuqji] How do you explain the fact that your name 
and that of Ahmad Yusuf, your colleague at work, have 
been mentioned and that you have been accused of 
aiding the suspects? 


[Hamid] It would be better to address the question to the 
Arab paper that mentioned our names. I recall that it 
said that we belong to the Islamic National Front. It is on 
this basis that the Sudanese opposition has chosen our 
names and not those of others. 


[Khashuqji] Does the Islamic National Front have a 
presence and an organization in the United States? 


[Hamid] The Islamic National Front was dissolved, like 
the other political organizations in Sudan. We serve as 
Sudanese. We have investigated the suspects in the case 
(explosions) and found that they have never been con- 
nected with the front and that they are from religious 
groups that oppose the front’s line. 


More Factions Reported in Garang Forces 
93AF0763B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 5 Aug 93 
p7 


[Unattributed article: “Sudan: The Rise of Inflation and 
the Revolt of the Garang Forces’’} 


[Text] Khartoum—Reuter. The Sudanese Finance Min- 
ister said that the average amount of inflation in his 
country rose last month from 82 percent to 105 percent. 
A statement that was published by “The United People’s 
Army for the Liberation of Sudan’—an alliance of 
groups split off from Colonel John Garang—said that 
287 fighters split from Garang’s forces and joined their 
ranks. 


The Sudanese Finance Minister Abdel Raheem Hamdi 
said in a statement that the official news agency of Sudan 
broadcast that the steps that the government took last 
week to recommence subsidies of some consumer goods 
and impose price controls will result in a decrease in the 
average amount of inflation. 


The Sudanese Government had done away with price 
controls and subsidy of consumer goods last February in 
an effort to save the economy from collapse. 


John Lok, the spokesman for “The United People’s 
Army,” said in a statement that AL-HAYAH received 
yesterday that Colonel Garang’s forces in the state of 
Bahr Al-Ghazal revolted in two regions and joined “The 
United People’s Army,” whose forces Commander Kara- 
bino Kawanin Bol leads in that state. Commander 
Kaarbino Kawanin Bol was among the founders of “The 
People’s Movement for the Liberation of Sudan,” which 
revolted against the Sudanese government in 1983. 








JPRS-NEA-93-100 
6 October 1993 


Lok explained that the first rebellion took place in the 
city of Tonj and that a fight broke out among the 
individuals of Garang’s forces, resulting in the death of 
32 soldiers and officers of the rank of second lieutenant. 
The fight ended in the victory of 500 soldiers among 
those hostile to Garang, who immediately afterwards 
joined “The United People’s Army.” 


He added that the second revolt took place in Narus, 
where 185 soldiers left their positions without the per- 
mission of their leaders and headed for the region of 
Lafon to join “The United People’s Army.” 


Lok accused Garang of dispatching a letter to the 
Sudanese President Lieutenant General Omar al-Bashir 
calling for the holding of immediate peace ialks in 
Kampala, the Ugandan capitol. He added that Garang 
requested that the Sudanese Government give him the 
amount of 22 million dollars in exchange for the release 
of officers in the Sudanese army that his forces were 
holding. 


However, neither the Sudanese Government nor Garang 
confirmed that information. Garang accused those who 
split from his forces of collusion with the government 
since their announcement of his involvement in a blood- 
less coup in August 1991. 


Drug Shortage in Private Hospitals 


93WE0536Z Khartoum AL-QUWAT AL- 
MUSALLAHAH in Arabic 12 Jul 93 p 4 


[Interviews with directors of private hospitals and clinics 
by Abu-Talib al-Kibar; places and dates not given] 


[Text] The National Salvation Revolution continues to 
devote increasing attention to the various facilities that 
provide vital, timely services to citizens. Such facilities 
include health facilities. The operation of health services 
has an ongoing effect on citizens, both positive and 
negative. The administrations of five private hospitals 
met with "Abdallah Sayyid Ahmad ’Uthman, the health 
minister in the region of Khartoum. He provided a clear 
picture of these hospitals’ activity and the role that they 
can play for citizens. AL-QUWAT AL-MUSALLAHAH 
surveyed the views of the directors of several private 
hospitals regarding the subjects discussed at this meeting 
and the private hospitals’ abilities to provide good 
medical services to a sector of citizens. 


We first met with Dr. Tadrus Sam’an, the director of St. 
Mary’s Clinic, which is private. 


[al-Kibar] What is your opinion on the laws pertaining to 
private organizations that were drafted by the Health 
Ministry in its recent meeting with you? 


[Tadrus] They are a good opportunity, which brought us 
together with the minister. The meeting was positive. 
The laws and rules that were drafted are a cause for 
happiness, because we find that an agency is responsible 
for us after years of neglect. 
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{al-Kibar] Are you concerned with high medical bills? 


[Tadrus] First, medicine is a humanitarian service, not a 
commercial service. The clinic is almost more charitable 
than it is commercial. This is indicated by the 14 beds, 
which it has equipped and designated for the indigent. 


[al-Kibar] Does the hospital have high-tech equipment? 


[Tadrus} Yes, we are keen on keeping pace with 
advanced developments and the newest equipment, 
especially in gynecology and obstetrics, which we have, 
except for test-tube baby equipment, which is neither 
social nor humanitarian, and against state directives. 


[al-Kibar] What is the role of the Medical Supplies 
[Administration] with respect to private organizations? 


[Tadrus] No cooperation exists between us. If it does, the 
quantity supplied is inadequate and does not meet our 
needs. 


[al-Kibar] What about the importation of medicine and 
equipment? 


[Tadrus] There is no reason to import. Our problem is 
clearance at the airport. 


[al-Kibar] Does the hospital participate in charitable 
works in the country? 


[Tadrus] The clinic helped build a ward for the treatment 
of urinary fistula at Khartoum General Hospital and 
equip it with modern medical equipment. We are also 
cooperating with Omdurman Hospital regarding our 
surplus requirements. 


Dr. Husayn Muhammad Hasan, the director of al- 
*Inayah Hospital, states that the meeting and the laws 
that were drafted are a good phenomenon. He said that 
the meeting’s significance and dimensions are in keeping 
with the opening being experienced by Sudanese society. 
He said that the meeting has served to reestablish and 
reinforce the working link between officials and execu- 
tives. 


[al-Kibar] How can we justify the high cost of the 
medical treatment that you provide? 


[Hasan] The prices are not high. The fault lies in a 
misunderstanding on the part of citizens opposed to the 
owners of private organizations. We come from the core 
of this people. We suffer what it suffers. Therefore, we 
cannot burden it with more than it can endure. None- 
theless, we are starting to set prices, etc. based on the 
current situation in the market. 


[al-Kibar] Could you comment on the hospital’s role in 
developing medical activity? 


[Hasan] We want to provide our citizens with every 
innovation in medicine to spare them some of the 
expense of treatment abroad. Also, the state has now 
contracted with several parties to import high-tech 
equipment costing 10 million Sudanese pounds. This 
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equipment will help directly to develop medical activity. 
It is a system for performing a prostrate operation 
without surgery. [al-Kibar] What is the role of the 
Medical Supplies [Administration]? 


[Hasan] Praise be to God, my relationship with the 
Medical Supplies Administration is in excellent order. 
The situation has improved greatly compared to the 
past, except for the high cost, which—although it has 
cost has a decided effect on users of private hospitals—is 
supposed to effect a comprehensive strategy. 


[al-Kibar] Does the organization perform charitable 
works? 


[Hasan] I participate in a project to support orphans. 
Also, in 1983, I vowed to God and myself that I would 
treat all students and teachers who are injured during 
official office hours without charge. And this has been a 
principle since then. 


[al-Kibar] Could you comment on the role of specialists 
who neglect their duty in the public hospitals to work in 
the private hospitals? 


[Hasan] I oppose dereliction. I find such behavior unsat- 
isfactory. Specialists hold leadership positions. They 
would do better to act on the basis of the responsibility 
with which they are charged. 


[al-Kibar] You originated the idea of establishing a 
federation of owners of private medical treatment orga- 
nizations. What are your hopes for such a federation? 


[Hasan] We expect that it will help develop health 
activity in the country and create a legal person for 
private activity, and that it will strive to connect owners 
of organizations with state officials. 


We also interviewed Dr. al-Sadiq Qasamallah, the direc- 
tor-general of the Health Ministry in the region of 
Khartoum and the supervisor of the private organiza- 
tions’ activity. 


[al-Kibar] What is the goal of reviving laws pertaining to 
the activity of private organizations? 


[Qasamallah] These regulations are in addition to previ- 
Ously existing laws. Our goal is to define the dimensions 
of the service provided by private medical treatment 
Organizations in order to formulate future plans, so that 
the ministry can function in a scientific, carefully 
thought out, precise manner to ensure the health of 
citizens who patronize private organizations. 


[al-Kibar] Could you comment on the dereliction of 
specialists and workers in the Health Ministry, who are 
working in private hospitals? 


[Qasamallah] Laws were studied and drafted during the 
tenure of al-Tayyib Ibrahim Muhammad Khayr, when 
he was minister of presidential affairs. These laws stip- 
ulate that no specialist, technician, or nurse subordinate 
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to the Health Ministry shall work in any private organi- 
zations during official office hours or on-duty hours, and 
that no new graduate shall work until two years after his 
graduation. 


{al-Kibar] What about medical bills? 


[Qasamallah] No law fixes prices for treatment in private 
hospitals based on differences with respect to specialty, 
expertise, and disease. Therefore, it is not possible to 
establish a legal regulation that fixes prices. 


[al-Kibar] Can we attribute the high cost of medical 
treatment in private organizations to the low level of 
service in public hospitals? 


[Qasamallah] Yes, private organizations are distin- 
guished by their advanced capabilities. This is reflected 
in the high price of medical treatment in private organi- 
zations. In this regard, the ministry, based on its desire 
for the health and comfort of citizens, has established 
410 economic medical treatment centers and social 
solidarity pharmacies. Also, Khartoum Hospital's 
southern department undertakes care of several private 
medical treatment organizations. 


[al-Kibar] What assistance does the ministry provide? 


[Qasamallah] None at present. However, after the oper- 
ation of each private medical organization has been 
evaluated and studied, we can provide every assistance 
according to each organization’s need. 


[al-Kibar] Are there guidelines that the citizen can follow 
to avoid wasting money? 


[Qasamallah] As I have said before, we will not hesitate 
to inflict the most deterring punishments on anyone who 
acts fraudulently regarding the health of citizens. We 
also warn citizens who use private organizations to make 
sure that a price list is displayed in each private organi- 
zation. They should also check the purity of the blood 
used in transfusions and the agency with which the 
Organization deals to avoid infection with the AIDS 
virus or viral hepatitis. Anyone whose health is damaged 
should immediately inform the responsible agencies in 
the ministry. 


[al-Kibar] Do you expect private organizations to 
develop health activity in the country? 


[Qasamallah] We recognize the pioneering role that 
private treatment organizations play. We encourage 
them to expand their activity, and we expect them to 
play an active role in health development in the region. 


[al-Kibar] Could you comment on the establishment of a 
federation for owners of private organizations? 


[Qasamallah}] We do not oppose the establishment of a 
federation. It would greatly facilitate matters for us, 
because we could work with it as an integrated body in 
conducting a dialogue and implementing the ministry's 
future plans. 








JPRS-NEA-93-100 
6 October 1993 


Egypt: Country Uninvolved With Extremist 
Groups 


93LD0032Z London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
12 Sep 93 p 6 


[Article by Adil Disugi: “Cairo Certain That Khartoum 
Is Not Involved in Supporting Radical Organizations”) 


[Text] Cairo—Informed Egyptian sources have ascer- 
tained to AL-HAYAH that the revelation that some 
countries are involved in the latest violent incidents 
witnessed by Cairo has aroused the interest of Egyptian 
official and political circles because these incidents have 
escalated and have reached high-ranking officials. 
Accordingly, committees have been formed at the 
highest levels to expose the foreign hands that are behind 
these incidents. These committees have commenced 
their work and have made a number of conclusions, 
including: 


¢ No Arab regime is directly involved with religious 
organizations operating under its protection. 

e Egyptian official statements, especially by Interior 
Minister Major-General Hasan al-Alfi, underline this 
trend, which means that Sudan isn’t involved. 

¢ Intelligence information received by Cairo recently 
confirms that elements of the radical religious orga- 
nizations, led by the Islamic Jihad, the Victory Van- 
guards, and the Returnees from Afghanistan, have 
used Sudanese territories as training sites without the 
Sudanese authorities’ knowledge. These organizations 
have exploited the control of the political groups and 
blocs that move through the Islamic National Front 
over some provinces to establish so-called housing 
and training camps. 

¢ Some returnees from Afghanistan have confirmed in 
official interrogations by the public prosecution that 
these organizations’ leaders have fled from Sudan to 
other African countries since serenity was restored to 
the Egyptian-Sudanese relations. 

¢ The U.S. inclusion of Sudan in the list of terrorism- 
sponsoring states has come as a result of prior conduct 
only and not because of official involvement by the 
regime. What was attributed to Sudan may have been 
caused by the fact that some blocs, parties, and the 
Islamic Front perpetrated such acts without the 
regime’s knowledge. 

¢ Sudan seeks now to continue improving its relations 
with Egypt so the latter will intercede on its behalf 
with the Americans to prove Sudan’s good will and its 
noninvolvement in assisting, training, or hosting ter- 
rorists. 

¢ Since President Husni Mubarak met with "Umar 
al-Bashir, Sudan has permitted security delegations to 
visit Khartoum and hold talks in this connection, and 
especially to seek criminals and others convicted in 
civilian or military cases, to prove its good will. 


Egyptian sources assert that the technical committees 
working to find out the financing sources of the radical 
movements and to expose the foreign circles involved 
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have reached a number of conclusions, the most signifi- 
cant of which is that the fingers of accusation are pointed 
at one foreign country: Iran. 


The sources add that Egypt obtained the information on 
Iranian involvement in the latest acts of violence 
through coordination with Arab and European countries 
and with the United States and that the Iranian scheme 
targets Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Lebanon, and Yemen. 


Reports drafted by security experts and officials indicate 
that Iranian financing follows various indirect channels, 
including: 


e Iranian cultural centers that are found in a number of 
European countries. 

e the so-called International Fundamentalist Organiza- 
tion, which operates under the supervision of Iranian 
leaders and the Iranian Revolution Guard. 

e Iranian information centers, a number of information 
centers in Cyprus and Paris, and some publishing 
houses in Egypt. 

e a number of associations and groups in Arab, Asian, 
and European countries. 

e the diplomatic cover under which some Iranian intel- 
ligence men operate in some countries. 


The sources have asserted that Iranian involvement will 
be exposed imminently and that an international cam- 
paign will follow this exposure to clarify the dimensions 
of this involvement. The sources further added that the 
trial of Shaykh "Umar ’Abd-al-Rahman and of the other 
defendants involved in the World Trade Center explo- 
sion in New York “will expose the financing provided 
through some diplomatic figures or through cultural and 
information centers.” 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Central Bank Sees Growth But Lower Oil 
Revenue 


93AE0539A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
27 Jul 93 p 10 


[Article: “UAE Economy Grows 2.5 Percent Despite 
Declining Oil Revenues”’] 


[Text] The UAE [United Arab EMirates] Central Bank 
has announced that the national economy has grown at a 
rate of 2.5 percent, even though oil revenues have 
dropped by 1.9 percent, amounting to 53.2 billion 
dirhams[UD] ($14.5 billion). The bank said that this 
growth was accomplished in the non-oil sectors, whose 
production rose by 5.9 percent, amownting to UD76 
billion ($20.7 billion). Thus, the UAE gross domestic 
product amounted to UD129.2 billion ($35.2 billion). 


In its annual report, issued two nights ago, the bank says 
that these indicators confirm that the UAE has fina!!'v 
overcome the negative consequences of the Gulf crisis 
and has, as a result, been able to overcome the drop in oil 
revenues for two consecutive years. The indicators also 
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confirm that the non-oil sectors have developed and 
have become capable of growing and utilizing the oppor- 
tune investment circumstances, regardless of the nega- 
tive development of the oil sector. 


The bank points out that the drop in oil revenues has 
been the result of production reduced in observance of 
the OPEC policy so as to maintain a stable price, which 
has risen from $17 to $18.3 per barrel. 


The bank noted that government spending at the various 
levels continues to be the main mover of the UAE 
economy. Combined account statements show that 
public spending dropped from UD60.74 billion in 1991 
to UD50.98 billion ($13.9 billion) last year because of a 
reduction in foreign aid which dropped from UD17.4 
billion during the Gulf crisis in 1991 to UD2.7 billion 
($735 million) last year. 


Development spending rose because the government 
gave priority to vital utilities and projects in the sectors 
of electricity, water, city development, the construction 
of economic housing for citizens, and enlargement of the 
various government buildings. 


UAE revenues recorded a 1.3-percent growth rate, 
amounting to UD49.4 billion. Thus, the deficit dropped 
from UD12 billion in 1991 to UD1.6 billion in 1992, 
equaling 1.3 percent of the gross domestic product. 
According to the Central Bank, features of the UAE 
fiscal policy for last year were embodied in continued 
rationalization of public spending, squeezing some 
expenses, and dispensing with unessential spending. 
Spending reduction was focused on current spending and 
on remittances to authorities and agencies with 
appended or independent budgets, plus foreign remit- 
tances. Features of the policy were also embodied in the 
tendency to develop the non-oil revenues by reconsid- 
ering fees for public services. 


The intrinsic revenues of authorities, agencies, and cab- 
inet ministries of the local governments and of the 
united government amounted to UD9.2 billion in fiscal 
year 1992. This figure coincided with the priority given 
to vital utilities and projects in the areas of electricity, 
water, city development, construction of economic 
housing for citizens, and the enlargement of various 
government buildings. It also coincided with spending 
for repair and maintenance of existing construction 
projects and for maintenance of furniture, equipment, 
and machinery, whether belonging to local governments 
or to the united government. Development spending 
grew from nearly UDfive billion in 1991 to UD9.1 
billion in fiscal year 1992, rising by UD4.2 billion or by 
83.9 percent. 


The Central Bank has announced that deposits with 
commercial banks operating in the state amounted to 
UD77.5 billion by the end of 1992, growing by UD3.96 
billion or 5.4 percent, compared to an increase of 11.6 
percent in the preceding year. 
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Last year’s increase was concentrated in resident 

deposits, which rose by UD3.07 billion or 77.5 percent 

of the total increase. These deposits grew to UD75.52 

billion by year’s end whereas non-resident deposits rose 

ase more than UD893 million, amounting to UD1.98 
ion. 


Growth was also recorded in private sector deposits 
which rose to 75.4 percent of the total resident deposits, 
divided into 55.7 percent as individual deposits and 19.7 
percent as private company deposits. Government 
deposits amounted to 15 percent of the total resident 
deposits and the deposits of public organizations 
amounted to 9.6 percent. 


The bank added that the 1992 increase was concentrated 
in current deposits which rose by UD(2.067) billion or 18 
percent. Whereas savings deposits rose by UD1.01 bil- 
lion or 17.5 percent, the increase in term deposits did not 
exceed UD781 million or 1.4 percent, keeping in mind 
that these deposits had ordinarily provided the lion’s 
share of the increase in deposits. 


The bank added that the balance of payments is under- 
going fundamental and interesting developments, con- 
sidering that some of its important provisions are 
exposed to major fluctuations that are attributed to the 
end of the Gulf crisis. The current account surplus has 
exceeded the 1991 surplus. However, the balance of 
payments recorded a slight deficit of UD686 million as a 
result of the increased value of capital remittances. 


The increase in the current account surplus resulted from 
the steep drop in the value of official free-of-charge 
remittances, embodied in aid provided to sisterly and 
friendly countries. These remittances amounted to 
UD2.7 billion, compared to UD17.4 billion during the 
Gulf crisis in 1991. 


Import sources did not change greatly, considering that 
industrial countries continued to hold first place. 
Imports from these countries amounted to 64.3 percent 
of the total imports, followed by imports from Asian 
countries, which amounted to 23.9 percent, thus 
recording a slight increase over 1991. Imports from the 
Arab countries continued to decrease, dropping to just 
five percent. The bank attributed the increase in imports 
to increased individual income, to continued prosperous 
economic activity in the non-oil sectors, and continued 
high demand for reexports. 


National non-oil exports and re-exports rose, amounting 
to UD30 billion last year, compared to UD24.4 billion in 
1991. This is despite a slight decrease of two percent in 
the value of oil exports, considering that these exports 
amounted to UDS52.7 billion in 1991, dropping to 
UDS1.6 billion in 1992. 


Accordingly, 1992 is one of the few years in which the 
value of imports greatly exceeded the value of oil 
exports. The development in national imports and 
exports, excluding oil, and in re-exports seems to be 
independent of the developments in the oil sector. Both 
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imports on the one hand and exports and re-exports on 
the other registered high growth that was tied to the 
economy’s non-oil sectors, thus indicating the increased 
importance of these sectors. 


At the same time, the trade balance surplus dropped 
from UD30.2 billion in 1991 to UD21.8 billion in 1992, 
as a result of the increased value of imports, when 
compared with the value of exports. 
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Correspondent Profiles Hekmatyar 


93LA0209A London AL-HAYAH (Supplement) 
in Arabic 31 Jul 93 p 1 


[Article by Ahmad Muwaffaq Zaydan] 


[Text] In the early eighties, Golboddin Hekmatyar made 
a momentous prediction in a speech that he gave to his 
followers in the Shamshatu Camp for Afghan immi- 
grants near the Pakistani city of Peshawar. The occasion 
was the anniversary of the Russian invasion of Afghan- 
istan in December 1979. Hekmatyar predicted that the 
Soviet Union would break up into 15 states at the hands 
of the Mojahedin. Some if not all of those present 
covered their mouths with their hands to conceal their 
laughter and guffaws. However, after his prediction 
became a reality in December 1991, and the Islamic 
republics, whose liberation the Mojahedin had been 
calling for, became independent, Hekmatyar uttered a 
new prediction, namely that the United States would 
also break up into 52 states. This prediction can perhaps 
be attributed to Hekmatyar’s bitterness over Washing- 
ton’s cessation of support for the Mojahedin, and its 
abandonment of Mojahedin in the middle of the road, 
after it had achieved all of the goals of its support, 
immediately after its rival, the former Soviet Union, 
tottered in the face of the blows dealt it by the Mojahe- 
din. At that time, the Mojahedin felt bitterness and 
disappointment over America’s abandonment of them, 
while their enemy, Najibollah, remained in power, sup- 
ported by Moscow. This disappointment grew when 
Washington blamed them for terrorism, after having 
described them as freedom fighters and holy warriors. 


Hekmatyar accused the United States more thai: once of 
attempts to liquidate him. The last such attempt report- 
edly involved the landing of 65 American commandos at 
Cherat Base near Peshawar in mid-February 1993, in an 
attempt to kidnap or assassinate him. This attempt 
occurred soon after Washington had accused him of 
cultivating and growing narcotics. However, when asked 
about this, he responded quickly: “Islam prohibited 
drugs and alcoholic beverages before America appeared 
on the map of the world.” After he was selected to be 
prime minister in Islamabad on 7 March 1993, he 
promised to execute narcotics dealers and to eliminate 
narcotics in Afghanistan. Hekmatyar was born one night 
in 1946 in the village of Imam Sahib in Konduz Province 
in northern Afghanistan on the Tajik border. His village 
is only 4 km from the Amu Darya River, which is 
considered the border between Afghanistan and Tajike- 
stan. He belongs to the bedouin tribes of Pashtun, who 
constitute 55 percent of Afghanistan’s population. 
Because of his Pashtun extraction and residence in areas 
of Tajikestan, he has been able to embrace both ethnic 
groups in his party. He speaks Pashto and Persian 
fluently, in addition to Arabic, English, Urdu, and 
Uzbek. 
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His tribe settled in Konduz in the late thirties, in the 
scope of organized migrations supervised by King Zahir 
Shah (1933-1973). His father owned real estate and land, 
which enabled the family to live a middle-class but not 
luxurious life, as he put it. King Zahir Shah intended for 
the migrations to change the majority Tajik ethnic 
composition in the north, so that the Tajiks would not 
give the appearance of having exclusive possession of 
northern Afghanistan. He also wanted the Tajiks to 
identify more with Afghanistan’s majority Pashtun than 
with the Tajiks in the southern part of the former Soviet 
Union. 


Hekmatyar went to elementary, preparatory, and a sec- 
ondary school in Konduz. He was then admitted to the 
Military College. However, he resigned from it in his 
second year, because he did not receive the top rank, 
which was granted to General Asef Ashwar. Hekmatyar 
attributes this to the “favoritism shown to Asef because 
his father was the director of the college.” Ashwar, 
together with General Shahnawaz Tanay, led the coup of 
March 1991 against Najibollah, in an alliance with 
Hekmatyar, his competitor of yesterday. 


When Hekmatyar speaks of the immediate events that 
impelled him to consider forming an Islamic movement, 
he says, ““Two events played a pivotal role (...). The first 
is my clash with the nephew of who was later to become 
president, Hifizollah Amin, when he denied the exist- 
ence of God in the school. A clash occurred with him. I 
was astounded at the time by the presence of communist 
movements promoting their ideology and the absence of 
Islamic movements promoting their goal. The second 
event is the martyrdom of Sayyid Qutb [a leader of the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s re-emergence in the early sixties] 
in 1966. That event shook me and gave me a push 
forward to work on behalf of Islam, like other figures in 
other 'slamic countries.” 


Wow ar transferred to the Civil Engineering College 
. However, being among the students caused 
t. 4evote himself more to movement and organiza- 


tional activity than his studies. Anmad Shah Ahmadzai, 
the deputy leader of the Ettehad-e Eslami [Islamic 
Union] under ’Abdol Rasul Sayyaf’s leadership, says that 
he learned from “brothers supervising the movement of 
demonstrations led by a new youth in the university. I 
went and found Hekmatyar preaching to youths, 
attacking communism, and screaming that if the com- 
munists have Lenin and Stalin, we have (Hasan) al- 
Banna, Maududi, and Qutb. I advised him not to dis- 
close our identity, because our battle is long, and we do 
not want to follow this method.” 


However, Hekmatyar preferred the method of confron- 
tation and frankness. This cost him dearly and left him 
isolated in many crises, the last being his solitary stand 
against the government of the Mojahedin formed in 
April 1992, because it included several communist gen- 
erals and Uzbeki militias that had supported Najibol- 
lah’s regime until its last days. However, he ultimately 
yielded to the fait accompli after his trail mates in the 
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holy war abandoned him because they feared that he 
would hold exclusive power and banish them to abroad 
in the Afghani manner, i.e., by appointing them as 
ambassadors. He met with Gen. Abdol Rashid Dostam 
[leader of the Uzbeki militias] and negotiated with his 
movement after having rejected the movement’s partic- 
ipation in the government. He waged bloody battles 
against the movement and Defense Ministry forces, 
which made it difficult for his rivals to form a govern- 
ment without him. Some describe him as “the key to 
Kabul and the lock.” 


However, Hekmatyar is more inclined to be inflexible 
than to bargain. In a demonstration, which he led in 
1971 against the Shaala Jawid Party or the Eternal Torch 
Party, a communist party sympathetic to China, a Torch 
Party leader was killed. Zahir Shah’s police arrested 
Hekmatyar and imprisoned him for one and a half years. 
Speaking of his years in prison, he says, “They were the 
most fertile years of my life. I read many Islamic 
commentaries and books, not having studied Islamic law 
with ulema and shaykhs.” When he was in prison, the 
Islamic movement, which was led by Borhanoddin Rab- 
bani, the current president of the state, assigned him to 
the military committee in recognition of his power and 
influence, especially among youths and students. As 
soon as he was released, he began to prepare military 
coups. Regarding these coups, he says, “I count three 
military coups that were not destined to succeed. Per- 
haps God wanted to carry out His divine decree by 
testing us. We migrated to Pakistan, and the holy war 
journey started from square one.” 


Hekmatyar is proud of his party being the first Afghan 
party to declare a holy war, down a Soviet aircraft, and 
capture a Russian prisoner. While living in Pakistan, 
where he was supported by the Islamic Society, which 
was founded by Abul Aala Maududi, he enjoyed influ- 
ence in the country. Through Maududi, he was able to 
reach the prime minister at the time, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, 
who gave him military and material support to harass his 
enemy and Afghan counterpart, Mohammad Daoud, 
who was close to Moscow. However, Bhutto quickly 
abandoned the Mojahedin. Then, the coup of General 
Zia-ul-Hagq occurred, followed by the communists’ coup 
in Afghanistan in April 1978, followed by Soviet inter- 
vention to begin the open game. 


Hekmatyar was a preferred personality of Pakistan due 
to his inflexible, nonbargaining nature and strong ideas 
about a holy war. Pakistan believed a holy war was 
needed to confront the ideas of communism and the 
communists’ wish to export the communist revolution to 
Peshawar and Quetta in northeastern Pakistan, which 
were teeming with the Pakistani Communist Party and 
red flags. These factors were instrumental in Pakistan’s 
according preference to Hekmatyar, who fought fiercely 
against the Soviets and communists. However, with the 
death of Zia-ul-Haq and his 28 generals in a plane crash 
in August 1988, Hekmatyar lost an important patron. 
[The loss could] only be mitigated by Zia-ul-Haq’s sup- 
porters remaining in power in Pakistan. An intimate of 
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Hekmatyar says that, during a meeting which brought 
him together with Zia-ul-Haq and Nawaz Sharif, Zia- 
ul-Haq looked at Hekmatyar and told him, pointing to 
Nawaz, “If 1 am killed, this is my successor.” Therefore, 
the Islamic Party, under Hekmatyar’s leadership, was 
extremely happy with the decision of Pakistan’s court to 
return Nawaz Sharif to power after President Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan dismissed him and dissolved parliament. 


What has become of Hekmatyar, whose personal life has 
not been in the limelight much? 


He is memorizing complete sections of the noble Koran. 
He is married to two women. He married the first in 
Konduz and the second in Peshawar, after the death of 
her husband, who is his brother. The custom in Afghan- 
istan is for a person to marry the wife of his brother after 
the brother’s death. Apropos of kinship, his followers are 
proud that he is a rare Afghan leader who has lost two 
brothers and a father in the holy war. 


This concludes the charting of their elements harmoni- 
ously and cohesively. [sentence as published] 


IRAN 


yy teem | Security Along Eastern Borders 
Advocat 


93LA0245E Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
22 Aug 93 p 2 


[Text] Establishing security along the nation’s eastern 
borders, which is now being given appropriate impor- 
tance, depends on strategic planning in the Economic, 
Social, and Cultural Development Plan. 


Dr. Habibollah Zanjani, supervisor of the Population 
Studies Department at the National Center for Research 
and Development in Urban Construction and Architec- 
ture, gave an interview yesterday to IRNA. He said: 
Since the collapse of the communist system in the Soviet 
Union, the establishment of security on the nation’s 
eastern borders has become more important than ever, 
but since these areas are quite underdeveloped, it is not 
easy to establish the desired level of border security. 


He discussed the fact that a large part of the eastern 
border areas have no residences, and this undermines the 
effort to establish security. He added: There are 13,500 
widely scattered settlements in the provinces of Kho- 
rasan, Sistan va Baluchestan and Kerman, and 85 per- 
cent of them have populations of less than 100. 


He added: It is necessary to protect the populations of 
the small settlements in these areas, especially in the 
desert, for the abandonment and loss of these settle- 
ments would result in the desert expanding. 


Dr. Zanjani added: The nation’s needs are very great and 
in its development program the government of the 
Islamic Republic must pay attention as needed to the 
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heavily populated cities and the small settlements, and it 
must give the desired priority to them. 


Commentary on Purchase of Coca-Cola Products 


93LA02311 Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
1] Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] Concerning the resumed operations of America’s 
Coca-Cola company in Iran, an article appeared in the 
column ‘The Week’s Notes” in the weekly KEYHAN-E 
HAVA’! (13 Mordad [4 August]), which will be pre- 
sented for our dear readers in view of its importance. 


Let us read this article together: Finally, through the 
efforts of a few people, American-made Coca-Cola has 
been imported into Iran. 


This of course is nothing new, and happened months 
ago. Following the activities of the Coca-Cola Company 
affiliated with the international Coca-Cola Company 
and the extensive distribution of its products in the city 
and village stores, as well as the posting of propaganda 
advertisements for this American phenomenon on com- 
mercial posters and announcements, in a press confer- 
ence the executive director of the Zamzam Beverage 
Company plainly called the import of American Coca- 
Cola into the consumer market “treason.” 


In general, when an individual or an organization is 
accused of “‘treason” the expectation is that it will react 
immediately. Several weeks after this interview, how- 
ever, there has been no reaction of any kind from those 
who issued the permit to establish the American Coca- 
Cola Company in Iran and there has been no sign of the 
owners and leaders of this company. What is the 
meaning of this silence? If these people object to these 
accusations made against them, shouldn’t they react and 
even bring the accuser to court so that no one will have 
the nerve to accuse them of “treason” against them 
without evidence, proof, and documentation? 


Let us not forget that the term “treason” is the most 
negative term that can be used against those who are 
working against the country’s interests. In view of this, 
how can this silence be justified unless we assume that 
those accused are confessing to the accusation? 


The next question is, why are the officials silent about 
this? In view of the claim that has been made about the 
actions of the American Coca-Cola Company, shouldn’t 
this matier be carefully studied and shouldn’t the public 
at least be informed about the essence of the case? 


Unfortunately, it appears that the inauspicious proce- 
dure being followed these days by some people is this 
very silence. Based on this procedure, the American 
Coca-Cola Company is trying to distance itself from the 
commotion about its activities, and to get a stronger 
foothold with the passage of time so that some time later, 
even if the officials want to prohibit its activities, it will 
be impossible to meet this demand because it will have 
buried its roots in the various areas of social and 
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economic reality. Of course, there are also others who 
have used this same method and have today become a 
social reality. 


In any case, it is a reality that Coca-Cola is an American 
manifestation, and America has previously used this 
same opening to get into some countries. A look at the 
Western press today makes it clear that most of the 
articles written about the Islamic revolution say that the 
resumed operations of the American Coca-Cola Com- 
pany indicate a clear change of direction on the part of 
the government. Therefore, the need for this company to 
resume operations again must be made clear, as well as 
whether or not it is treason. 


Funds Allocated To Expand Nation’s Ports 


93LA0231A Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
10 Aug 93 p 5 


[Text] By the end of this year 120 billion rials credit will 
be spent to build, expand and equip the nation’s ports. 


Engineer Mohammad Madad, deputy minister of roads 
and transportation and executive director of the Ports 
and Shipping Organization, gave an in\*rview to IRNA’s 
correspondent in Nur. He said: The above credits will 
mostly be spent to build sea walls and multipurpose 
docks in Bandar-e Abbas, to build a new port in Bandar- 
e Kangan and also to build coastal facilities in Bandar-e 
Emam, Bushehr, Anzali, Nowshahr,and Faridunkenar. 


He said: The construction of a multipurpose port in 
Astara by the Fisheries Corporation has also been 
approved by the Majles. 


Engineer Madad, who had gone to Nur to take part in a 
training seminar for shipping port managers, announced: 
In the last four months 4.717 million tons of merchan- 
dise was imported into the country through the nation’s 
northern and southern ports, and in the same period 
more than 1.767 million tons of merchandise was 
exported to other countries. 


He said that imports declined 16 percent compared to 
the same period last year and that exports increased 
about 181 percent. He added: In recent months the 
amount of goods left in port decreased 17 percent 
compared to the same period in the year 1371 [21 March 
1992-20 March 1993}. 


The executive director of the Ports and Shipping Orga- 
nization said that the transfer of executive activity in the 
nation’s port to the private sector is one of this organi- 
zation’s important goals. He added: This program has 
been implemented since the year 1371 with quality 
Organization at the unloading and loading terminals by 
making use of private sector resources and capabilities. 


He said: The lack of clarity in the banking and adminis- 
trative systems and the lack of financial stability in the 
republics on the shores of the Caspian Sea have caused 
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problems in trade relations and in the procurement of 
visas for our nation’s merchants. 


The seminar for the nation’s port managers was held in 
Nur beginning on 2 Mordad (24 July], and completed its 
work on Friday. 


Effects of Single-Rate Currency on Housing 
93LA0245A Tehran ABRAR in Persian 14 Aug 93 p 4 


[Text] Since the beginning of the current year [21 March 
1993] the nation’s foreign exchange has gone from a 
multiple-rate system to a unified rate, and along with 
that there have been fundamental changes in every 
economic sector. This has led to the destruction of a 
series of companies dependent on 7-toman foreign 
exchange and ultimately to high production costs. 


In this regard, housing has not been spared the disrup- 
tions of the unified foreign exchange rate, and there have 
been direct and indirect changes in that sector also. 


Before studying the effects of the unified foreign 
exchange rate in this sector in the Second Five-Year 
Plan, it is necessary to mention that under the govern- 
ment’s First Five-Year Plan, the growth in the gross 
domestic product in construction at fixed (percentage) 
prices averaged over three years (1368-1370 (21 March 
1989-20 March 1992]) was to have been 18.9 percent. 
Unfortunately the government’s performance was 3.2 
percent. The plan’s expected growth in manpower effi- 
ciency as a percentage in the same sector was 4.3 percent, 
and once again the growth of -4.5 percent shows very 
poor government performance in this sector. 


A study of the government’s lack of success in realizing 
the goals of the First Five-Year Plan in housing shows 
numerous reasons. There is not enough space to mention 
them here, but it is sufficient to note that our ability to 
realize the plan’s goals was much lower, and the private 
sector, because of its special makeup, did not show any 
inclination to invest in this sector and the necessary and 
sufficient means was not given to it. 


The Second Five-Year Plan also calls for making the best 
use of land by rebuilding the worn infrastructure, col- 
lecting parts, giving priority to completing the new cities 
under construction that have financial justification, 
increasing the planning capacities of the production, 
maintenance, repair and improvement of the nation’s 
buildings and residences by supporting, organizing and 
creating the necessary guild and private organizations in 
the private and cooperative sectors, increasing housing 
production, government protection for mass producers 
and builders of housing, providing aid through various 
means to housing construction for society’s low-income 
applicants and those damaged by natural disasters, con- 
tinuing the government’s current policies of removing 
the executive limitations and solving problems in car- 
rying out the guidelines for implementing the Urban 
Lands Law, continuing the policy of proportionate mar- 
keting of land, decreasing the average foundation size of 
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housing units, increasing the renter’s share of existing 
housing and construction by amending laws, repairing 
and rebuilding old sites, creating the necessary means for 
the participating of municipalities, and other things, 
improving the quality of housing to prolong the lifetime 
of buildings and reduce construction costs, technical 
training for new construction to spread new technology, 
improving the quality of housing and the existing rural 
makeup, strengthening the financial resources of the 
housing bank, and preparing and implementing the 
necessary guidelines for designing and building housing. 
The condition for realizing the goals of the above pro- 
grams is careful study of the effects of the unified foreign 
exchange rate on this sector and planning based on the 
existing realities in society. 


Therefore, the housing sector is subject in two ways to 
the unified foreign exchange rate: 


1 - Indirect effects caused by the nation’s overall eco- 
nomic situation and the effects of the change in the 
foreign exchange rate in other economic sector. 


2 - Direct effects on the housing sector. 


Indirect Effects 


Based on the Product Development Table of final rela- 
tionships, the major final consumer of products pro- 
duced in the other sectors is the construction sector. On 
the other hand the consumption by other economic 
sectors of the final product of the construction sector is 
also a significant figure. 


Likewise, based on the analysis of the Product Develop- 
ment Table, after the government, the construction 
sector is the second-largest buyer of the intermediate 
goods produced by the nation’s middle economic sec- 
tors, and most of the intermediate needs in this sector 
are procured from the factory industries group, and 
among the sectors subordinate to this group these needs 
are procured from the basic iron and metals industries 
and the nonelectrical machinery and general construc- 
tion, cement, plaster, and lime sectors. 


The construction sector’s striking share of the interme- 
diate goods from the middle economic sectors and the 
amount of major products from this sector shows this 
sector’s extensive reach and effect on the overall 
economy, and vice-versa. 


In view of the heavy dependence and interdependence 
between the housing sector and other economic activi- 
ties, especially industrial activities, and in view of the 
effects of the unified foreign exchange rate on the finan- 
cial abilities of families, at least in the short term, the 
housing sector will be affected by the inflationary effects 
of this policy. On the other hand, it must be kept in mind 
that in the short term the unified foreign exchange rate 
will reduce the amount of investment that must be made 
in sectors such as industry or imports and it will increase 
the amount of uncomitted capital. 





s4 SOUTH ASIA 


In general it must be acknowledged that the current 
problem in the housing sector is the rapid growth in the 
price of housing on the one hand and the decrease in 
effective demand on the other hand, and it may be 
concluded that in the short term the effects on the 
housing sector will be negative. 


Direct Effects 


In studying the direct effects we must say that more than 
60 percent of the foreign exchange needed by the housing 
sector in the first six months of the year 1371 [20 
March-22 September 1992] was procured with floating 
foreign exchange. Thus, the rial cost for the foreign 
exchange needs for every square meter of foundation was 
about 3,100 tomans. If this cost were procured 100 
percent with government floating foreign exchange, 
about 1,400 tomans would be added to the cost of every 
square meter of foundation. Therefore, with regard to 
construction materials the floating foreign exchange rate, 
which accounts for the major share of foreign exchange 
costs in the construction sector and was implemented in 
the second half of last year [23 September 1992-20 
March 1993], is now having its greatest effects on the 
housing and construction sector. 


In conclusion it must be mentioned that the general 
conclusion that must be reached concerning the effects of 
the unified foreign exchange rate on the housing sector is 
that, although compared to some of the other sectors the 
housing sector was not greatly damaged directly, because 
of the relationship it has with other sectors (both from 
supply and from demand), if it is not accompanied with 
completion policies such as policies for credits and 
subsidies, the problem in this sector, which is the low 
level of effective demand, will be intensified, at least in 
the short term, as the result of the unified foreign 
exchange rate. 


Over 5 Million Kg Goods Exported From Kerman 


93LA0231C Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
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[Text] Kerman—IRNA. In the month of Tir 

of pistachios, dates, and licorice approved by the prov- 
ince of Kerman Institute of Standards and Industrial 
Research were exported. 


The value of these goods is more than 6.946 billion 
rials[Ris] . They were shipped to Greece, Turkey, 
England, France, Luxembourg, Canada, Taiwan, Fin- 
land, Italy, the Netherlands, Dubayy, Germany, Hong 
Kong, and Singapore. 


The revenues of the aforementioned institute during this 
period were announced as Ris! 2,588,000. 


Seminar Views Domestic Fruit Production 
93LA0231H Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
2 Aug 93 p 9 


[Text] The first seminar to study the situation with 
tropical fruits in Iran was held in Bandar ’Abbas. 
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At the opening ceremonies, Dr. Tala’i, deputy minister 
of agriculture for orchard affairs, discussed the situation 
with tropical fruits. He said: 85 percent of the world’s 
orchard crops are either produced in our country or our 
country has the conditions for their production. 


He added: A project has been prepared in the nation’s 
Second Five-Year Plan by the Ministry of Agriculture 
under which 3,000 to 5,000 hectares[ha] of the nation’s 
land will be used to cultivate tropical fruits. 


He noted that this project will include the eastern part of 
the province of Hormozegan and part of the province of 
Kerman. He said: In an inspection by experts from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the issue of 
the water shortage in this area was raised, and efforts will 
be made to eliminate the factors that limit the water. 


He said that the province of Hormozegan is suited for 
producing tropical fruit. He added: Unfortunately, due 
to inattention the date orchards have become dense 
jungles, and it is necessary to be able to increase crop 
production by mechanizing the orchard harvest and 
raising its quality. 


He discussed the fact that currently 4,000 ha of the 
nation’s lands are used to grow olives. He said: In the 
Second Five-Year Plan, 1,000 ha of the nation’s lands 
will be converted to grow olives, and this will provide 
some of the edible oils needed by the country, which are 
procured abroad. 


At this meeting, Seyyedzadeh, governor-general of Hor- 
mozegan, Hojjat ol-Eslam Na’im Abadi, the vice-regent’s 
representative and Friday imam of Bandar ‘Abbas and 
Hojjat ol-Eslam ’Abbasi, deputy from Bandar ‘Abbas, 
emphasized the development, expansion and it.iproved 
quality of the province of Hormozegan’s tropical crops. 


Likewise, Qorbanipur, chief of the province of Hormoz- 
egan Agricultural Organization, discussed the agricul- 
tural situation and the tropical fruits in the province of 
Hormozegan. He said: 120,000 ha of land in the prov- 
ince are Cultivated with vegetables, summer crops, citrus 
fruits, dates, and tropical plants. 


Ilam Cement Factory Project Runs Into Problems 


93LA0231D Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
15 Aug 93 p 5 


[Text] The 2,000-ton Ilam cement factory, whose phys- 
ical progress is now 65 percent complete, is facing the 
problem of the unwillingness of foreign banks to open 
lines of foreign exchange credit to buy electrical and 
electronic parts. 


Engineer Dadvand, executive director of the project to 
build the 2,000-ton Ilam cement factory, announced the 
above yesterday. He said: 17 million francs in foreign 
exchange has been allocated to buy electrical and elec- 
tronic spare parts and technical equipment for the fac- 
tory, but so far the foreign banks have refused to open 
the foreign exchange credit accounts. 
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He discussed the fact that early construction operations 
on the 2,000-ton Ilam cement factory have so far cost 
about 25 billion rials[{Ris} in credits. He said: If the rial 
and foreign exchange credits are obtained, this factory 
will be operational by mid-1373 [23 September 1994). 


The executive directory of the Ilam cement factory 
discussed the problems with this project. He said: In the 
five years since work began on this project, suitable 
connective roads have not been built and this has caused 
the imposition of enormous costs. 


He said: Currently the connective roads to the factory do 
not have the necessary efficiency and this has meant that 
the companies building the heavy equipment for the 
factory have been forced to use the country’s main roads 
by way of Lorestan, Hamadan and Kermanshah. 


Continuing his remarks, the executive director of the 
2,000-ton Ilam cement factory project noted: So far 98 
percent of the construction of the factory’s auxiliary 
buildings has been completed, and about 3,500 of its 
foreign spare parts have come into the country’s ports, 
50 percent of which have been transferred to the factory 
and are being installed and put into operation. 


He said: The installation of machinery such as rock 
crushers, cement mixers and the mixing room has begun, 
and by the end of the current year [20 March 1994] the 
installation of all this plant’s heavy machinery will have 
been completed. 


Construction work on the 2,000-ton Ilam cement fac- 
tory, which is 15 km north of this city, began in the first 
half of the year 1367 [21 March-23 September 1988] 
with the procurement of Ris40 billion credit. 


Yazd Tire Production Falls Due to Power Outage 


93LA0231E Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
3 Aug 93 p § 


[Text] To make up the | 50-million-rial loss caused by the 
increase in the cost of the dollar and unmet commit- 
ments, the Yazd Regional Electric Company has cut off 
the power to the Yazd Tire Industries Complex. 


An official from the Yazd Tire Industries Complex 
announced the above in an interview with IRNA’s 
correspondent. He said: The annual capacity of this unit 
is 8,600 tons, and with the power cutoff production 
dropped to 602 tons (7 percent). 


He added: To meet the cost of creating a 63.2-kilowatt 
[kw] station and an 8-megawatt [MW] service line, in 
addition to the payment of 415 million rials{Ris}, $1 
million in foreign exchange is to be paid at the rate of 
Ris!,450 per dollar to the Yazd Regional Electrical 
Company. 


He discussed the payment of Ris715 million to the Yazd 
Regional Electric Company and the delivery of 2 MW of 
the needed electricity in accordance with an agreement 
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that was made. He said: Despite this, on 5 Tir [26 June] 
the Yazd Regional Electric Company cut off the factory’s 
power. 


He said: Because of the failure to allocate the needed 
credits last year, this complex was unable to pay its 
commitment of Ris!.150 billion to the Yazd Regional 
Electric Company. 


He added: This company is not willing to accept install- 
ment payments or to give a grace period for the payment 
of the Ris1.15 billion as the price for this unit’s 
remaining 6 MW of electrical power. 


He said: The electric company asked for a revision of the 
accounting on the $1 million sum based on Ris1,600 per 
dollar and paying the difference of Ris!50 million. 


He said: Despite the market’s need for production activ- 
ities, the factory was stopped and the complex was faced 
with many problems in meeting its commitments to its 
customers. 


The Yazd Tire Industries Complex is the largest factory 
of its kind in the Middle East and was revitalized to 
produce rubber and rubber powder, and it was put into 
operation last year in the month of Shahrivar [23 
August-22 September 1992]. 


Likewise this company is carrying out the project to 
produce light tires and tubes at the rate of 13,500 tons 
per year, and the insiallation of the machinery was 
underway. According to the schedule, it is to begin 
operating in the year 1373 [21 March 1994-20 March 
1995], and with the reduction in the factory’s electrical 
power, the above operations have stagnated. 


In this regard, Engineer Hedayatollah Fallahpur, man- 
ager of financial and accounting affairs for the Yazd 
Regional Electric Company discussed the Yazd Tire 
Industries Complex’s need for 2,000 kw of electricity. He 
said: This unit is now operating with 500 kw of elec- 
tricity. 


He added: Last year at startup time this company 
obtained 1,500 kw of electricity, and the failure to 
procure $1 million in foreign exchange or the equivalent 
in rials at the arranged time (at the end of the year 1371 
[20 March 1993]}) caused the contract to revert to its 
initial state. 


Tabriz Power Plant Expansion Activities Detailed 
93LA0245F Tehran ABRAR in Persian 14 Aug 93 p 4 


[Text] Economic Service. With the implementation of 
the project to expand the Tabriz Power Plant, this power 
plant’s capacity to produce electrical power will increase 
to more than 2,600 megawatts [MW]. 


ABRAR’s economic service correspondent reports that 
Engineer Hoseyni, executive director of the Tabriz Elec- 
trical Production Management Company, discussed this 
last Thursday at a gathering of reporters. He said: The 
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project to expand the Tabriz Power Plant will include 8 
gas units and 4 steam units in the form of composite 
cycles. If this project is implemented it will add 1,800 
MW to electrical power production in the country. 


Engineer Hoseyni added: Over a period of two years, 8 
gas units will come on line, but it will take four years to 
start up the 4 steam units. 


He also said: The preliminary work will be completed by 
the end of the current year [20 March 1994], and the 
operational work will begin next year. 


Hoseyni added: Due to the shortage of water in the area, 
dry cooling towers have been provided for the expansion 
project. 


He also said: The line to transfer 400 kilowatts from 
Tabriz to Urmia is being constructed. 


The company’s executive director added: The consump- 
tion of the three provinces of East Azarbaijan, West 
Azarbaijan, and Ardebil is about 800 MW, and the 
existing power plant now meets the region’s needs. 


Engineer Hoseyni discussed the problem of the power 
plant’s fuel. He said: During the last year and a half, we 
have used only 75 percent of production capacity. Of 
course we have been promised help this year. We were 
told that this winter we will not have a fuel problem and 
that the Tabriz Refinery would help us solve this 
problem. 


Engineer Hoseyni added: During the imposed war the 
Tabriz Power Plant was attacked three times by the 
enemy, causing several martyrs and huge financial 
losses, but fortunately, through the concern of Tavanir’s 
toiling personnel, the power plant was put on line and 
back into operation. 


The company’s executive director added: The power 
plant’s water is procured at 15 wells, 15 km away. The 
summertime need for water averages 2,000 cubic meters 
per hours. Because the quality of the existing water is not 
desirable, it causes the consumption of chemicals and 
ultimately an increase in the final cost of producing 
electricity. 


Engineer Hoseyni also said: In the year 1371 [21 March 
1992-20 March 1993] the power plants production was 
3,796,692 MW per hour, and this is 98 percent of the 
amount forecast. 


In conclusion, the company’s executive director dis- 
cussed the procurement of welfare resources for workers. 
He said: 200 organizational houses in the power plant’s 
industrial village have been allocated to workers without 
housing, and in this village all the needs of the resident 
families, such as medicine, health care and other things, 
have been provided. 
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Kermanshah Airport Equipped With X-Ray 
Machines 


93LA0245C Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
19 August 93 p 5 


[Text] With the installation and start-up of four new 
X-ray machines at Kermanshah Airport and the inspec- 
tion gates, the police and revolution guard brothers and 
sisters stationed at this airport can do passenger body 
and suitcase inspections in the shortest time possible, 
and this has been done with striking speed. 


In announcing this on Wednesday, the public relations 
office of the National Airline Organization added: The 
installation and start-up of a conveyer belt in the luggage 
section at Kermanshah Airport has also made it easier to 
transport passengers. 


Based on this report, to support the Muslims in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and support those suffering from 
kidney disease and the deprived through the Imam’s Aid 
Committee, the workers at Kermanshah Airport have 
allocated one day’s wages and cash donations totaling 
986,338 rials to these humanitarian causes. 


Aeronautics Technical High School Accepting 
Students 


93LA0245D Tehran ABRAR in Persian 15 August 93 
p9 


[Text] News Service. The charter for the Aeronautics 
Technical High School, affiliated with the Ministry of 
Roads and Transportation, has been announced by the 
Ministry of Education and Training. 


The publication NEGAH, organ of the Ministry of 
Education and Training, reports that the goal in estab- 
lishing this high school is to train the skilled manpower 
needed by the aircraft industry to take part in more 
advanced university studies. 


This high school has an aircraft technical program and 
its classes and programs must be approved by the 
Supreme Education and Training Council. 


This program lasts four years and during their period of 
study the students may fail no more than two years, 
provided that these two years are not at the same level of 
study. 


Based on this report, the final examinations at this high 
school will be given based on the appropriate guidelines 
under the supervision of the Ministry of Education and 
Training’s General Office of Examinations. 


Graduates from this high school will receive a certificate 
of completion of studies in the aircraft technical program 
from the General Office of Secondary Schools. 
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Hamadan Official on New City, Provincial 
Activities 


93LA0231G Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
14 Aug 93 p 5 


[Text] Hamadan—JAHAN-E ESLAM Correspondent: 
The new city of Vayan, with a capacity for a primary 
population of more than 150,000 and 30,000 residential 
units, will be created 20 km from the city of Hamadan 
across from Kurijan. Engineer Khorram, governor- 
general of Hamadan, announced the above at a press 
conference. He added: The site for the new city was 
proposed by the Supreme Urban Construction Council 
and approved. The credits for this task have also been set 
aside. He said that the goal in creating this city is to 
create resources for workers in the industrial city of 
Vayan and also to absorb surplus population from the 
city of Hamadan. He said: The project for this city will 
soon be prepared and implemented. 


In this interview the governor-general of Hamadan dis- 
cussed the current credits for this province for this year 
and compared it to the amount for last year. He said: 
Development credits for the province of Hamadan this 
year is 37 billion rials[Ris], and the credits for the 
deprived areas is also Rls9.26 billion. These figures are 
more than 55 percent higher than those for last year. He 
added: 99 percent of the province credits for last year are 
being drawn and provided. 


Continuing, Engineer Khorram gave a positive assess- 
ment of the trip to the province of Hamadan by the 
ministers of industries, the interior, roads and transpor- 
tation, cultural and higher education, and cultural and 
Islamic guidance in the months of Tir [22 June-22 July] 
and Mordad (23 July-22 August]. During the trip by 
these ministers to the province, the industrial, educa- 
tional and economic problems in the area were discussed 
in their presence. Significant amounts of credits in 
addition to the province and deprived area credits were 
given to the province, and important projects and agree- 
ments were considered and approved by the ministers 
for the region’s educational, industrial and economic 


prosperity. 


Concerning crime in the area, the governor-general of 
Hamadan said that one of the most important reasons 
for these things is the lack of recreational and cultural 
space for the various classes of people in the province. 
He added: To increase the number of sound cultural and 
recreational centers, two parks with areas of 15 and 17 
hectares will be built in the city of Hamadan, and 
preparations have been made for beginning work on 
them. 


He also discussed the construction of the large library in 
the city of Hamadan. He said: During the trip by the 
minister of culture and Islatnic guidance to the Province 
of Hamadan, the site for this library’s construction on 
Mosalli hill was designated and credits for this library's 
construction have also been set aside. 
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Continuing, Engineer Khorram discussed the presence 
of terrorists in this area and the need for an air service 
for traveling to this province from various parts of the 
country. He said: Two 100-person passenger aircraft will 
be purchased especially for the province of Hamadan. In 
addition to the overland agencies, they will operate 
under the name of the Hekmatan Sir Travel Agency 
under the supervision of the Hamadan Development 
Organization. 


In conclusion, he discussed the fact that the province of 
Hamadan is one of the nation’s most capable areas for 
economic, industrial, and cultural development and 
prosperity. He said: This province needs to make a rapid 
jump, and in the next few years all the losses and 
backwardness will be compensated for and Hamadan 
will be one of the nation’s advanced provinces. He also 
added: The people in the area are prepared to cooperate 
in any way for growth and development and achieving 
this goal demands the concern of all officials and people. 


Three Districts To Become Cities 


93LA0231F Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
14 Aug 93 p 5 


[Text] In implementation of Majles legislation, the three 
districts Mayami, Biyarjand of Sahruh and Amirbad of 
Damghan will be converted to cities this year. 


In a press conference, the deputy governor-general of 
Semnan for political and security affairs said: Likewise, 
the village of Kalateh Khij of Shahrud, having the 
required population minimum of 4,000 to 6,0000, will 
be converted to a city. 


He said: The legal steps to convert these districts to cities 
have been taken and given to the Council of Ministers 
for approval. With the approval of these steps, a mayor 
will be appointed for each city. 


He noted: In implementing the project to develop the 
centers of higher education and universities in the prov- 
ince of Semnan, the higher education complexes in 
Semnan and Shahrud have been elevated to the univer- 
sity level. 


Likewise, a study is under way concerning the creation of 
a management university in Semnan, and a branch of 
Payam-e Nur University will also be put into operation 
this year in Shahrud. 


According to the deputy governor-general of Semnan for 
political and security affairs, the province government 
center for management training will also be opened soon 
in Semnan, and province managers can continue their 
Studies in this center in the expert and expert guidance 


programs. 


He discussed the philosophy of the formation of the 
Social Council. He said: In addition to guiding social and 
education affairs and establishing models, this council 
will supervise cultural production. 
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Among this council’s projects for the current year, he 
mentioned the establishment of a video club in various 
cities in the province, developing and equipping public 
libraries, starting a cultural and social society for women, 
equipping university student sports clubs, carrying out a 
project to create a comprehensive province map, and 
giving aid to art classes. He said: To implement these 
projects, 150 million rials credit has been allocated. 


Arms, War Munitions Seized in West Tehran 


93LA02321 Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
2 Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] Events Service. A person who was keeping combat 
weapons and munitions in a big house located on 
Navvab Street was identified and arrested by the intel- 
ligence officials of West Tehran Region. In this connec- 
tion, a large number of weapons and bullets were seized 
from him. 


According to the law enforcement forces of West Tehran 
Region: 


Following the information that West Tehran law 
enforcement received concerning a person by the name 
of Rasul, who kept combat weapons and munitions in his 
house on Navvab Safavi Street, the officials of the 
information office of this region began an extensive 
investigation, and after verification of the above- 
mentioned report and coordination with the judicial 
authorities, at an appropriate opportunity, inspected his 
house. In this connection, one Uzi weapon with a car- 
tridge and 15 bullets, one Colt Beta with seven bullets, 
one revolver with seven bullets, a Kalashnikov with 
three cartridges and 653 bullets, one opium pipe, and 15 
grams of burnt opium were discovered and seized from 
him. It is noteworthy that the arrested accused person 
has a record and last year was also arrested for extortion. 


Figures on Last Month’s Narcotics Seizures 


93LA0232E Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
12 Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] Event Service. According to a report by the public 
relations office of the Antinarcotics Headquarters, 
during this period, 12,316.713 kg of various kinds of 
narcotics were seized, of which 5,156.118 kg were 
opium, 5,906.575 kg were morphine, 1,091.221 kg were 
hashish, 85.05 kg were heroine, and 77.794 kg were other 
substances. 


Also, during the above-mentioned period, 4,547 persons 
were arrested in this connection. 


The public relations office also added: The level of 
seizures in Tir [22 June-22 July] marks a significant 
increase compared to Khordad [22 May-21 June]. This 
shows the increase in the activities of the law enforce- 
ment forces, especially during Law Enforcement Week, 
held from 26-31 Tir [17-22 July]. 
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Narcotics Seized in Sistan Va Baluchestan 


93LA0232H Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
1] Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] The antinarcotics officials of the Sistan va Bal- 
uchestan Law Enforcement Region in Tir [22 June-22 July] 
this year discovered and seized 4,510 kg of narcotics. 


According to a report by the public relations office of the 
Law Enforcement Region of Sistan va Baluchestan, these 
narcotics substances included 1,400 kg of morphine, 
1,124 kg of heroin, 1,726 kg of opium, and 260 kg of 
hashish, which were seized in several armed skirmishes 
at the entry points for narcotics on the eastern borders, 
and 56 smugglers were arrested. 


Narcotics Smugglers Arrested in Ardabil 


93LA0232G Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
11] Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] Ardabil. IRNA. The law enforcement forces of 
Ardabil region identified a narcotics smuggling ring late 
last week and seized 18 kg narcotics from its members. 


A report by the Ideological and Political Office of 
Ardabil law enforcement indicates: From the leader of 
this ring, considered a professional narcotics smugger in 
the country, 2 kg heroin was discovered. 


Also, from three other members of the ring, who were 
arrested earlier, 16 kg of opium extract was seized. 


This gang transported narcotics from Tehran to Ardabil 
and distributed it throughout this region. 


This report also indicates that with the efforts of the 
officials of the Bagheyn Law Enforcement Guard Sta- 
tion, 39.19 kg of narcotics were discovered and seized. 


During the past week, the inspection officials of the 
Bagheyn Law Enforcement Guard Station successfully 
discovered 38.4 kg of opium and 700 grams of hashish. 
In this connection, they sent five accused persons along 
with the seized substances to the proper authorities. 


Narcotics Seized in Orumiyeh 


93LA0232F Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
2 Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] Orumiyeh. IRNA. The law enforcement forces of the 
city of Orumiyeh in the past few days seized 367 kg of 
narcotics from the smugglers and arrested a number of 


smuggling gangs. 


The ideological and political office of the law enforce- 
ment zone of Western Azarbaijan announced this on 
Saturday. Of this amount, 336.7 kg was morphine, 3 kg 
and 115 grams was opium, and the rest heroine. 


The law enforcement forces of Orumiyeh also, in creating 
peace and security in the region and fighting smugglers, in 
the past few days seized 47 illegal combat weapons along 
with 4,265 bullets, arrested the smugglers, and sent them to 
the proper authorities. 





JPRS-NEA-93-100 
6 October 1993 


Also, the arrest of 92 thieves, the seizure of 11,219,000 
rials in cash, and the seizure of 15 stolen vehicles were 
among the other important activities of the law enforce- 
ment of the Orumiyeh region during this period. 


Polluted Water Threatens Health of Yasuj 
Residents 


93LA0232B Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
10 Aug 93 p 5 


[Text] The drinking water in Yasuj, due to the decay in 
the water network of the city and the entry of pollutants 
into the pipes, is polluted. 


Engineer Dehqan, the director of the Health and Envi- 
ronment Office of Kohkiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad, made 
this announcement and said: Because of the drinking 
water being polluted and lack of public restrooms in the 
city of Yasuj, 40 percent of the diseases in this city are 
parasitic in nature. 


He said: The water reservoirs and resources, especially in 
the Yasuj water lines, are not protected, and chlorination 
is done manually, because no gas power chlorination 
equipment is available, and it is insufficient. 


He added: The efforts of the officials are futile, because 
all the water lines in Yasuj are in decay. Springs are the 
source of 80 percent of Yasuj drinking water, and 20 
percent is from wells. 


Cars, Heat Main Causes of Shiraz’s Air Pollution 


93LA0232D Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
5 Aug 93 p 5 


[Text] The age, use of nonstandard parts, and improper 
fuel burning of vehicles as well as heat have caused the 
air pollution of the past few days in Shiraz. 


The head of the public relations office of the Environ- 
mental Protection Central Office of Fars said in an 
interview with the correspondent of IRNA yesterday: 
The presence of black particles in Shiraz air, which has 
increased recently in a tangible manner, is due to impar- 
tial burning of fuel of vehicles. 


Referring to the particles suspended in Shiraz air, he 
said: The level of dust in this city is lower than standard. 


The official pointed out: The primary standard level of 
particles in the air is 165 micrograms per cubic meter 
[™3], and the secondary level is 265 micrograms per 
cubic meter™. 


He said: The level of particles suspended in Shiraz air in 
Farvardin [21 March-20 April], Ordibehesht [21 April- 
21 March], and Khordad [22 May-21 June] was stan- 
dard, and this is due to sufficient precipitation in spring, 
which makes the soil sticky. 
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Increase of Incidence of Hepatitis B Reported 


93LA0245B Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
16 Aug 93 p 5 


[Text] In the last two years the number of people infected 
with hepatitis B (jaundice) in the municipality of Saveh has 
roughly doubled. 


Hasan Moradi, the official in charge of the municipality of 
the Saveh blood transfusion station, announced this on 
Sunday. He said: In tests performed on 1,100 people this 
year, 55 were found to be infected with hepatitis B, while in 
past years this figure was no more than 25 to 30. 


He said that one of the reasons for the growth of this disease 
in the municipality of Saveh is the inattention of health-care 
officials. He said: Despite that this organization is prepared 
to test all the city’s businessmen and factory workers, only 
the workers in a factory producing foodstuffs were tested, 
and four infected people in this factory were delivered to the 
health care and treatment network. 


He emphasized the fact that this disease can be transmitted to 
the infected person’s blood via contaminated food, and that it 
is necessary to test all those who are involved in any way with 
the preparation, production and distribution of food. 


Typhoid Fever, Tuberculosis Outbreaks Reported 


93LA0232A Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
4 Aug 93 p2 


[Text] As a result of polluted drinking water in the village of 
Shutavar, a suburb of Kohkiluyeh, tuberculosis and typhoid 
fever have spread in this village. 


The drinking water and water for livestock in this village, 
which has a population of more than 2,000 people, is 
provided from a spring that is located along a sewage route. 


According to the opinion of experts, because this water is 
100 percent polluted, it is unusable for animals. 


According to one of the residents, every year several chil- 
dren die in this village as a result of tuberculosis, typhoid, 
and digestive infections. 


He added: This village, which is 75 km north of the city of 
Kohkiluyeh, has only one clinic, which lacks primary care 
facilities. 


He said: Despite the fact that most of the families residing in 
this village suffer from infectious diseases, because of poverty 
and the long distances, patients are incapable of seeking 
treatment. 


*Abdolhamid, the deputy director of the health center of 
Kohkiluyeh, verified the spread of tuberculosis and typhoid 
fever in the village of Shutavar and mentioned the water in 
this village as the most polluted water in the Kohkiluyeh 
region. 


Engineer Pedram, the overseer of the health projects of 
the Jihad of Kohkiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad, also said: Of 
the villages in this province, 40 percent lack healthy 
drinking water, and this is due to the shortage of funds. 
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